
The Great War and the Origins of
Humanitarianism, 1918–1924

The aftermath of the Great War brought the most troubled peacetime
the world had ever seen. Survivors of the war were not only the soldiers
who fought, the wounded in mind and body. They were also the state-
less, the children who suffered war’s consequences, and later the victims
of the great Russian famine of 1921–23. Before the phrases “universal
human rights” and “non-governmental organization” even existed, five
remarkable men and women – René Cassin and Albert Thomas from
France, Fridtjof Nansen from Norway, Herbert Hoover from the United
States, and Eglantyne Jebb from Britain – understood that a new type of
transnational organization was needed to face problems that respected
no national boundaries or rivalries. Bruno Cabanes, a pioneer in the
study of the aftermath of war, shows, through his vivid and revelatory
history of individuals, organizations, and nations in crisis, how and when
the right to human dignity first became inalienable.

bruno cabanes , a pioneer in the study of the aftermath of war, is
an Associate Professor in the Department of History at Yale University.
His previous publications include La victoire endeuillée: La sortie de guerre
des soldats français (1918–1920) (2004).

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02062-7 - The Great War and the Origins of Humanitarianism, 1918–1924
Bruno Cabanes
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107020627
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare

General Editor

Jay Winter, Yale University

Advisory Editors

David Blight, Yale University
Richard Bosworth, University of Western Australia
Peter Fritzsche, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign
Carol Gluck, Columbia University
Benedict Kiernan, Yale University
Antoine Prost, Université de Paris-Sorbonne
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In recent years the field of modern history has been enriched by the exploration of
two parallel histories. These are the social and cultural history of armed conflict,
and the impact of military events on social and cultural history.

Studies in the Social and Cultural History of Modern Warfare presents the fruits of
this growing area of research, reflecting both the colonization of military history
by cultural historians and the reciprocal interest of military historians in social
and cultural history, to the benefit of both. The series offers the latest scholarship
in European and non-European events from the 1850s to the present day.

This is book 41 in the series, and a full list of titles in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/modernwarfare
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