
THUCYDIDES AND THE MODERN WORLD

The ancient Greek historian Thucydides has had an enormous impact
on modern historiography, political theory, international relations and
strategic studies, but this influence has never been properly studied.
This book brings together leading scholars from a range of disciplines
to explore the different facets of Thucydides’ modern reception and
influence, from the birth of political theory in Renaissance Europe to
the rise of scientific history in nineteenth-century Germany and the
triumph of ‘realism’ in twentieth-century international relations the-
ory. Its chapters consider the different national and disciplinary tra-
ditions of reading and citing Thucydides, but also highlight common
themes and questions – in particular, the variety of images of the his-
torian produced by his modern readers: the scientific historian or the
artful rhetorician, the brilliant analyst of society and politics or the
great narrator of political and military events, the man of experience
and affairs or the man of contemplation and reflection.

katherine harloe is Lecturer in Classics at the University of
Reading. Her research specialism is the reception of ancient Greek
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intellectual history, and she has published articles on the history of
classical scholarship, Nietzsche, and the relation of political thought
to classical reception studies. She is currently completing a mono-
graph, Winckelmann and the Invention of Antiquity, to be published
by Oxford University Press.

neville morley is Professor of Ancient History at the Univer-
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economy (1996), Trade in Classical Antiquity (2007) and The Roman
Empire: roots of imperialism (2010)), on historical theory (Writing
Ancient History (1999) and Theories, Models and Concepts in Ancient
History (2004)) and on the modern reception of antiquity, especially
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is currently leading a major research project, funded by the AHRC,
on the modern reception of Thucydides.
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(2007).

nadia urbinati is Kyriakos Tsakopoulos Professor of Political Theory
and Hellenic Studies at Columbia University. Her most recent books in
English are Mill on Democracy: from the Athenian polis to representative
government (2002) and Representative Democracy: principles and geneal-
ogy (2006). She is currently co-editing Condorcet’s Political Writings, and
writing a book on the ideology of the anti-political and the critics of
democracy.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01920-1 - Thucydides and the Modern World: Reception, Reinterpretation and
Influence from the Renaissance to the Present
Edited by Katherine Harloe and Neville Morley
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107019201
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgements

The origins of this volume lie in a series of research workshops, funded by
the Arts and Humanities Research Council, organised by Neville Morley
in the autumn of 2007 with help from Katherine Harloe and Aleka Lianeri.
The organiser would like to thank the AHRC for their generous support
of these events, as well as the people who assisted with practical arrange-
ments at the different venues: Sam Barlow, Cynthia Quek and the Bristol
Institute for Research in the Humanities and Arts; Chris Pelling and the
Ioannis Institute at Oxford; Efgenia Bathrellou and the Cambridge Classics
Faculty. The success of any such event stands or falls on the quality and
enthusiasm of the participants; besides the contributors to this volume,
particular thanks are owed to Jon Hesk (whose paper is sadly absent from
this collection because of other commitments), Duncan Bell, Christopher
Brooke, Lorna Hardwick and Andrew Lintott.

The editors would like to thank Michael Sharp and the anonymous
reviewers for Cambridge University Press for their comments on the vol-
ume and on individual papers. The editing process has been greatly eased
by the decision of the AHRC to fund a full four-year research project,
based at Bristol and directed by Neville Morley, on the modern reception
of Thucydides, which has produced both some time for the work and
the invaluable support and advice of Christine Lee, co-researcher on the
project.

ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01920-1 - Thucydides and the Modern World: Reception, Reinterpretation and
Influence from the Renaissance to the Present
Edited by Katherine Harloe and Neville Morley
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107019201
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107019201: 


