
OATHS AND THE ENGLISH
REFORMATION

The practice of swearing oaths was at the centre of the English Refor-
mation. On the one hand, oaths were the medium through which
the Henrician regime implemented its ideology and secured loy-
alty among the people. On the other, they were the tool by which
the English people embraced, resisted, and manipulated royal pol-
icy. Jonathan Michael Gray argues that since the Reformation was
negotiated through oaths, their precise significance and function are
central to understanding it fully. Oaths and the English Reformation
sheds new light on the motivation of Henry VIII, the enforcement
of and resistance to reform, and the extent of popular participation
and negotiation in the political process. Placing oaths at the heart
of the narrative, this book argues that the English Reformation was
determined as much by its method of implementation and response
as it was by the theology or political theory it transmitted.

jonathan michael gray is Assistant Professor of Church
History at Virginia Theological Seminary.
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Notes on the text

When quoting early modern texts, I have kept the original spelling but
expanded all abbreviations. Some punctuation has been amended for clar-
ity. I take the new year to start on 1 January and have changed some dates
accordingly. Unless otherwise noted, all translations from Latin and French
are my own. This includes Chapuys’ letters to Charles V. Whenever the
original letter is cited from the Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, the English
quotation in the text is my translation.

Small parts of Chapters 1 and 3 were previously published in my ‘Vows,
Oaths, and the Propagation of a Subversive Discourse’, Sixteenth Century
Journal 41 (2010): 731–56 and my ‘The Sixteenth-Century Background to
the Current “Oath” of Conformity of the Episcopal Church’, Journal of
Episcopal Church Canon Law 1 (2010): 33–59, used here with permission of
the journals. Appendix E, ii (instructions for the visitation of Franciscan
Observants) previously appeared in Henry de Vocht, ed. Acta Thomae
Mori: History of the Reports of His Trial and Death with an Unedited
Contemporary Narrative. Humanistica Lovaniensia, 7 (1947). It is reprinted
with kind permission of Publications of the Institute for Economics of
Leuven University and Librairie Universitaire Ch. Uystpruyst.
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