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       Memory and Justice in Post- Genocide Rwanda 

 Following times of great conl ict and tragedy, many countries imple-
ment programs and policies of transitional justice, none more extensive 
than in post- genocide Rwanda. Placing Rwanda’s transitional justice 
initiatives in their historical and political context, this book examines 
the project undertaken by the post- genocide government to shape the 
collective memory of the Rwandan population, both through political 
and judicial reforms but also in public commemorations and memori-
als. Drawing on over two decades of i eld research in Rwanda, Longman 
uses surveys and comparative local case studies to explore Rwanda’s 
response, both at governmental and local level. He argues that despite 
good intentions and important innovations, Rwanda’s authoritarian 
political context has hindered the ability of transitional justice to bring 
the radical social and political transformations that its advocates hoped. 
Moreover, it continues to heighten the political and economic inequali-
ties that underline ethnic divisions and are an important ongoing bar-
rier to reconciliation. 

 Timothy  Longman is Director of the African Studies Center and 
Associate Professor of Political Science and International Relations 
at Boston University. He has previously held teaching and research 
positions at Vassar College, the University of California, Berkeley, the 
University of the Witwatersrand, and the National University of Rwanda. 
He has conducted over twenty years of research in Rwanda, and is the 
author of  Christianity and Genocide in Rwanda  (Cambridge, 2010).   
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   To my husband, Tracy Keene, who has put up with 
far too many trips during the process of research and 
writing this book. It was always a joy to come home 
to you.     
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  “Much has been made of the doom of not remembering. But remem-
bering has its limitations. Believe me, it is good to forget.” 

 “Yes,” I said. Though everything that I ever forgot I always remembered 
again later, so perhaps it didn’t count. 

    Lorrie Moore 
   A Gate at the Stairs            
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      Administrative map of Rwanda 1996– 2006 with case studies highlighted.  

www.cambridge.org/9781107017993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01799-3 — Memory and Justice in Post-Genocide Rwanda
Timothy Longman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

ix

ix

   Contents  

  List of Figures   page   x  
  Acknowledgments     xi  
  List of Abbreviations     xiii  

     1     Introduction: The Meaning of Murambi     1  

    Part I      Creating What You Are Afraid of: The Rwandan 

Patriotic  Front’s Transitional Justice Program     27 

     2     Rewriting History in Post- Genocide Rwanda     33  

     3     Symbolic Struggles     65  

     4     Justice as Memory     91  

     5     From Violent Repression to Political 
Domination: Transitional Justice, Political Reform, and 
Development     135   

    Part II     Popular Narratives     187 

     6     Political Reform in Three Rwandan Communities     189  

     7     Popular Narratives of Memory and History     231  

     8     Politics by Other Means: Popular Opinion about 
“Transitional Justice”     271   

    Part III     Conclusion     311 

     9     “We Pretend to Live Together”: Assessing the Impact of 
Transitional Justice Mechanisms in Rwanda     313   

  Bibliography      341  
  Index     365   

www.cambridge.org/9781107017993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01799-3 — Memory and Justice in Post-Genocide Rwanda
Timothy Longman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

x

x

   Figures    

     1     Cofi ns exposed at the Kigali Memorial Centre 
(Photo by author)   page   66  

     2     Skulls on display at Ntarama memorial site 
(Photo by author)     69  

     3     The debris-strewn l oor of Ntarama memorial site 
(Photo by author)     69  

     4     The room of victim photos at the Kigali Memorial 
Centre (Photo by author)     81  

     5     Kibeho genocide memorial and church (Photo by author)     86  
     6     Rwanda’s new national l ag (Photo by author)     160   

www.cambridge.org/9781107017993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01799-3 — Memory and Justice in Post-Genocide Rwanda
Timothy Longman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xi

xi

  Acknowledgments   

 In the long process of researching and writing this book, I have accu-
mulated numerous debts of gratitude. Between my i rst research trip to 
Rwanda for this book in March 2001 until its ultimate publication six-
teen years later, I traveled to Rwanda at least i fteen times, oversaw nine 
distinct research projects that involved more than three dozen research-
ers, interviewed hundreds of individuals, and presented elements of the 
data and analysis at numerous conferences, workshops, and lectures. In 
this long process, I have benei tted from the insight, skill, and generosity 
of countless individuals. My colleagues from the Human Rights Center 
at the University of California, Berkeley –  particularly Harvey Weinstein, 
Eric Stover, and Sarah Freedman –  provided the opportunity for this 
research and offered important support and inspiration. From 2001 to 
2003, Théoneste Rutagengwa ably led a team of Rwandan researchers in 
conducting individual and focus group interviews. Alice Karekezi, from 
the National University of Rwanda,   and Phuong Pham, now at Harvard 
University, oversaw the 2002 survey. Several Rwandans, I hesitate to 
name over concern for their safety, directed important aspects of the 
research. I wish in particular to thank BN, DF, and JM for their dedi-
cated work and helpful insight. 

 Several students have provided important support as research assistants. 
Vassar College undergraduates, Evan White and Zachary Moon, con-
ducted helpful secondary research. Whitney Flanagan conducted careful 
systematic analysis of the interviews and media reports. Erica Beidelman 
and Courtney Kramer, Masters students at Boston University’s Pardee 
School of Global Affairs, worked on the bibliography. 

 The research for this book was funded by the John D. and Catherine 
T.  MacArthur Foundation, the Sandler Foundation, the Hewlett 
Foundation, and the United States Institute for Peace. Additional support 
came from research funds from Vassar College and Boston University. 

 I received helpful feedback on earlier drafts of this book from Susan 
Thomson, Noel Twagiramungu, Théoneste Ganza, Benjamin Twagira, 

www.cambridge.org/9781107017993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01799-3 — Memory and Justice in Post-Genocide Rwanda
Timothy Longman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Acknowledgmentsxii

xii

and Anuradha Chakravarty. An early version of  Chapter 3  was helpfully 
workshopped with my colleagues at Vassar College. Over the years, I 
have greatly benei ted from the exceptionally congenial community of 
scholars working on Rwanda. An earlier generation of Rwanda experts, 
including Catharine and David Newbury, the late Alison Des Forges, 
Filip Reyntjens, René Lemarchand, Villia Jefremovas, Johan Pottier, and 
Danielle DeLame have offered consistent wisdom and guidance, while a 
younger generation of scholars, including Jennie Burnet, Susan Thomson, 
Lars Waldorf, Bert Ingelaere, Scott Straus, Noel Twagiramungu, An 
Ansoms, Aimable Twagilimana, Anu Chakravarty, Jens Meierenrich, 
Jude Murison, Aloys Habimana, Phil Clark, and Christopher Huggins, 
have provided continuing intellectual stimulation, information, and 
inspiration. My colleagues at Vassar College and Boston University have 
also provided important support over the years. I am particularly grateful 
to Patrick Vinck for creating the map at the beginning of this text. 

 Finally, I must thank my family for all of their support and under-
standing over the years. My research has taken me away from home far 
too many times, and the writing has taken far too much of my attention. 
I thank them for their patience.  

www.cambridge.org/9781107017993
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01799-3 — Memory and Justice in Post-Genocide Rwanda
Timothy Longman 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

xiii

xiii

    Abbreviations   

    ANC      African National Congress   
  CDR      Coalition for the Defense of the Republic   
    FIDH    International Federation of Human Rights    
  HRW      Human Rights Watch   
  ICC      International Criminal Court   
  ICTR      International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda   
  IDP      internally displaced people   
  LIPRODHOR       Ligue Rwandaise pour la Promotion et la Défense des Droits 

de l’Homme    
  MRND      National Revolutionary Movement for Development 

( Mouvement Révolutionaire National pour le 

Développement )   
  NUR      National University of Rwanda   
  PTSD      post- traumatic stress disorder   
  RPA      Rwandan Patriotic Army   
  RPF      Rwandan Patriotic Front   
  RTLM      Radio- Television of the Thousand Hills 

( Radio- Télévision Libre des Milles Collines )   
  TRC      Truth and Reconciliation Commission       

www.cambridge.org/9781107017993
www.cambridge.org

