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This book explores how the experiences of World War II shaped and
transformed Dutch perceptions of their centuries-old empire. Focusing
on the work of leading anti-Nazi resisters, Jennifer L. Foray examines
how the war forced a rethinking of colonial practices and relationships.
As Dutch resisters planned for a postwar world bearing little resem-
blance to that of 1940, they envisioned a wide range of possibilities
for their empire and its territories, anticipating a newly harmonious
relationship between the Netherlands and its most prized colony in the
East Indies. Although most of the underground writers and thinkers
discussed in this book ultimately supported the idea of a Dutch com-
monwealth, this structure wouldn’t come to pass in the postwar period.
The Netherlands instead embarked on a violent decolonization pro-
cess brought about by wartime conditions in the Netherlands and the
East Indies.

Jennifer L. Foray is an assistant professor of history at Purdue Univer-
sity. Foray received her PhD and MA in Modern Western European
History from Columbia University and her BA in Anthropology
from Fordham University. She is the recipient of a Fulbright Grant
to the Netherlands, a Foreign Language and Areas Studies fellow-
ship, and a German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) grant. For
the 20102011 academic year, Foray served as a Kluge Fellow at the
John W. Kluge Center at the Library of Congress in Washington, DC.
Her teaching and research interests include imperialism and decolo-
nization; social and cultural responses to war and trauma, especially

memorialization and commemoration; and the Netherlands. This is her
first book.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied
Netherlands

JENNIFER L. FORAY

Purdue University, Indiana

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sdo Paulo, Delhi, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013-2473, USA
www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781 107015807

© Jennifer L. Foray 2012

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2012

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
Foray, Jennifer L., 1976~

Visions of empire in the Nazi-occupied Netherlands / Jennifer L. Foray.

p. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-01580-7 (hardback)

1. Netherlands — History — German occupation, 1940-1945. 2. World War,
1939-1945 — Underground movements — Netherlands. 3. Netherlands — Colonies —
Asia — History — 20th century. 4. Dutch — Indonesia — History — 2oth century.

5. Decolonization — Indonesia — History. 6. Decolonization —
Netherlands — History. 1. Title.
DJ287.F67 20II
940.53'492-dc23 2011022034

ISBN 978-1-107-01 §80-7 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs
for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not
guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

To Brian

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter
More information
Contents

Acknowledgments page ix
List of Abbreviations xiii

Introduction 1
1. War Comes to the Kingdom 20
2. The Landscape of Resistance and the Clandestine Press 56
3. “Look to the East!”: Collaboration, Colonialism, and

Compensatory Schemes 91
4. “Indies Lost, Disaster Born”: The Trauma of Early 1942 118
5. Mutuality, Equality, and the Commonwealth: The Queen’s

Speech of December 7, 1942 149
6. Countering the Commonwealth: The Center and Right

Enter the Fray 188
7. “After Our Liberation, That of Indonesia”: Preparing

for Battle 218
8. Wartime Consensus and Postwar Pressures 253

Conclusion: The End of an Era 299
Bibliography 309
Index 321

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

The idea for this project stemmed from a casual conversation with the late
Wim Smit, who held the illustrious title of Queen Wilhelmina Professor
Emeritus of the History, Language and Literature of the Netherlands at
Columbia University. Quite in passing — and speaking from his own experi-
ences as a child of the war and young adult during the “Indonesia crisis” of
1945-1949 — Smit mused about the connections between wartime resistance
and postwar decolonization. My work has undergone a number of trans-
formations since this initial conversation, but I would like to think that he
would approve of its present shape, were he still alive to read it.

In the intervening decade since this conversation, I have accumulated
many debts to those on both sides of the Atlantic. I must thank my advi-
sors at Columbia. From my first tentative stumblings around what was
originally a much larger project, I have been the beneficiary of their sage
wisdom, seasoned advice, and boundless patience. Foremost among these
advisors is Volker Berghahn, who has made me into the historian, scholar,
and teacher I am today. Now more than ever I understand the tremendous
demands I placed upon him, and I appreciate the graciousness and aplomb
with which he always responded. Lisa Tiersten has provided invaluable
commentaries and critical perspective, particularly in recent years, and I am
extremely grateful for her friendship. Countless conversations with Istvan
Dedk about questions of resistance, collaboration, and complicity have
informed my work, and his dedication to the craft of writing continues to
inspire me. I thank Peter Romijn for shepherding me into the field of his-
tory and for sharing his tremendous knowledge of historiography, theory,
and methodology.

For the past five years, the Department of History at Purdue University
has provided an ideal work environment. I especially appreciate Doug
Hurt’s steady leadership and unfailing support. As my departmental mentor,
Whitney Walton has read my work and helped me negotiate new academic
terrain. John Larson, James Farr, and Patrick Hearden have all provided

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

X Acknowledgments

critical commentary. I especially thank Darren Dochuk, Caroline Janney,
and William Gray for their continued support and friendship. In countless
ways, and often with great hilarity, Debra Dochuk and Stacey Mickelbart
have made me feel at home in my new community, as have Spencer Lucas,
and Sarah and Tom Mustillo.

For their assistance at various stages of this project, I thank Frances
Gouda, Frederick Cooper, the late and dearly missed Tony Judt, Wijnie
de Groot, Gerhard Hirschfeld, Matthew Connelly, and Ruth Ben-Ghiat.
Since its inception in 2006, the National History Seminar’s Decolonization
Seminar has provided a collegial environment for the exchange of ideas and
written work. I am extremely grateful to the Seminar leaders, Wm. Roger
Louis, Philippa Levine, Dane Kennedy, Jason Parker, and Pillarisetti Sudhir,
for their sustained support of younger scholars such as myself. I am espe-
cially grateful to them for introducing me to fellow Seminar participants
Leigh Gardner, Stefanie Wichhart, Carolyn Biltoft, and Shereen Ilahi. The
Seminar also provided me a glimpse into the rich collections of the Library
of Congress. I thank Carolyn Brown and the Office of Scholarly Programs
at the Library for hosting me during the 2010—2011 academic year. At the
Library’s Kluge Center, I was able to complete revisions for this book, speak
about my work, and engage with a diverse collection of scholars. I would like
to acknowledge my fellow Kluge scholars and researchers Theresa Ventura,
Eleanor Capper, Michael Francis, Julia Farley, Sabrina Huettner, Alice
Brooke, and Madisson Brown, all of whom made my time in Washington,
DC, both extremely productive and thoroughly enjoyable.

I owe a great debt to the staff of the Netherlands Institute for War
Documentation (NIOD), now the NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and
Genocide Studies, in Amsterdam. The NIOD has long served as my home
away from home. For years, staff members from the institute’s various divi-
sions and departments have ceaselessly helped me locate obscure materials
and have been more than obliging in allowing me to tap —and repeatedly so -
their vast mental stores of knowledge about these subjects. They have also
provided companionship and necessary comic relief. For their years of pro-
fessional and personal camaraderie, I thank Harco Gijsbers, Eldert Harder,
Jeroen Kemperman, and the late René Kruis. Separate from this world of
documents and archivists, Roos de Haan has provided no small measure
of solace, encouragement, and, importantly, strength and perspective. Pride
of place in the Netherlands must go to Hubert Berkhout, who has worn many
different hats over the years, ranging from innkeeper and bike mechanic to
grief counselor. His friendship allowed me not only to complete this work
but to emerge with my sanity intact. I would formally apologize for wreak-
ing havoc upon his daily life for weeks at a time, but I would prefer to think
he now enjoys the chaos I bring with me.

Since the inception of this project, numerous organizations, agencies,
and academic centers have provided generous financial support. Summer

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments xi

stipends and fellowships from the Department of History and the Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences at Columbia University allowed me to conduct
extended research in the Netherlands. The German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD) funded archival research in a number of German archives.
A grant provided by the College of Liberal Arts at Purdue allowed me to
return to the Netherlands to conduct additional research, and a Purdue
Research Foundation Summer Faculty Grant provided summer support to
write and revise. The Remarque Institute at New York University hosted me
during the spring of 2008, and most recently, the Kluge Center funded a ten-
month stay at the Library of Congress.

I thank my editor, Eric Crahan, and the staff of Cambridge University
Press in New York for making this entire process as transparent and enjoy-
able as possible. Eric has been exceptionally patient, kind, and engaged,
and, as a first-time author, I could not have asked for a better experience. In
the final stages, Abigal Zorbaugh provided critical assistance, and I thank
her for her professionalism and attention to detail. I am also grateful to
the anonymous reviewers for their careful commentary, which has gone a
long way in improving my work. Of course, any flaws in this text remain
mine alone.

Without my family and friends, I could not have written this book.
Together, my parents set me on the path of reading, research, and writing. I
thank my mother, Lois Boyd, for the birthday present she gave to an impres-
sionable twelve-year-old girl: by taking me to hear Miep Gies, she awakened
this interest in the Netherlands and World War Two. My father, Paul Foray,
and my step-mother, Jeanine Foray, have provided the encouragement and
perspective to see this project through to its end. I also thank my mother-
in-law, Lisa Kelly; my step-father, Ed Boyd; Eoin Milligan, Lorraine Raha,
and David and Liza Kelly for their love and acceptance. For years, Eileen
Markey and Jarrett Murphy have provided dinners, bottles of wine, and
intelligent conversation, and I will be forever grateful for their friendship.
My dear friends Michelle Stadelmann, Tara Jean Hickman, Dione Francis,
and Michael Hezel have long had to share me with this book. I appreci-
ate them accompanying me on this journey. As my constant companions
throughout this process, Rambo “the dog” Foray and Mookie Wilson have
provided endless distraction and amusement. Finally, I wish to thank my
husband, Brian Kelly. For fifteen years, he has been my rock, my best friend,
and my intellectual model. T lack the words to convey all he means to me,
especially after the past six years. I dedicate this book to him, with much
love and gratitude.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands

Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter
More information
Abbreviations
ARP Anti-Revolutionary Party (Anti-Revolutionaire Partij)
CC Contact Group (Contact Commissie) of the Grand Council
of the Resistance
CDU Christian Democratic Union (Christen-Democratische Unie)
CFLN French National Liberation Committee (Comité Francais de
la Libération Nationale)

CHU Christian Historical Union (Christelijke Historische Unie)
CPN Communist Party of the Netherlands or Dutch Communist
Party (Communistische Partij in Nederland)

GAC Grand Council of the Resistance (Grote Advies Commissie
der Tllegaliteit)

GAPI Indonesian Political Federation (Gabungan Politik Indonesia)

GOIWN Community of Former Dutch Resistance Workers
(Gemeenschap Oud-Illegale Werkers Nederland)

Indies NSB Dutch Nazi Party of the East Indies (Indische NSB)

ISDV Indies Social Democratic Association (Indisch Sociaal-
Democratische Vereniging)

KNIL Royal Netherlands Indies Army (Koninklijk Nederlands-
Indisch Leger)

KVP Catholic People’s Party (Katholieke Volkspartij)

LKP National Action Groups (Landelijke Knokploegen)

LO National Organization for Assistance to Those in Hiding
(Landelijke Organisatie voor Hulp aan Onderduikers)

NBS Dutch Forces of the Interior (Nederlandse Binnenlandse
Strijdkrachten)

NICA Netherlands East Indies Civil Administration

NMA/MG Dutch Military Authority (Militair Gezag)

NSB Dutch Nazi Party (Nationaal Socialistische Beweging)

NVB Dutch People’s Movement (Nederlandse Volks Beweging)

X111

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01580-7 - Visions of Empire in the Nazi-Occupied Netherlands
Jennifer L. Foray

Frontmatter
More information

Xiv Abbreviations

NVV Dutch Federation of Trade Unions (Nederlandse Verbond
van Vakvereenigingen)

OD Order Service (Orde Dienst)

Partindo Indonesian Party (Partai Indonesie)

PI Association of Indonesian Students in the Netherlands
(Perhimpunan Indonesia)

PII Indonesian Islamic Party (Partai Islam Indonesia)

PKI Indonesian Communist Party (Partai Komunis Indonesia)

PNI Indonesian National Party (Partai Nasional Indonesia)

PSIT Indonesian Islamic Union Party (Partai Sarekat Islam
Indonesia)

PvdA Labor Party (Partij van de Arbeid)

RSAP Revolutionary Socialist Workers Party (Revolutionair
Socialistische Arbeiderspartij)

SDAP Social Democratic Workers Party (Sociaal-Democratische
Arbeiders Partij)

SI Islamic Union (Sarekat Islam)

Unie Dutch Union (Nederlandse Unie)

VC Fatherlands Club (Vaderlandsche Club)

VIV United Indies Volunteers (Verenigde Indié-Vrijwilligers)

VOC East Indies Trading Company (Vereenigde Oost-Indische
Compagnie)

WIC West Indies Trading Company (West-Indische Compagnie)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015807
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107015807: 


