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This groundbreaking history of Victorian politics, feminism and parlia-
mentary reform challenges traditional assumptions about the develop-
ment of British democracy and the struggle for women’s rights, and
demonstrates how political activity has been shaped by changes in the
history of masculinity. From the second half of the nineteenth century,
Britain’s all-male parliament began to transform the legal position of
women as it reformed laws that had upheld male authority for centur-
ies. To explain these revolutionary changes, Ben Griffin looks beyond
the actions of the women’s movement alone and shows how the behav-
iour and ideologies of male politicians were fundamentally shaped by
their gender. He argues that changes to women’s rights were the result
not simply of changing ideas about women but also of changing beliefs
about masculinity, religion and the nature of the constitution, and, in
doing so, demonstrates how gender inequality can be created and
reproduced by the state.

ben griffin is a Fellow and lecturer in History at Girton College,
University of Cambridge. His doctoral thesis was awarded the Prince
Consort and Thirlwall Prize, and the Seeley Historical Medal, in 2005,
and his previous publications include The Politics of Domestic Authority
in Britain since 1800 (2009), co-edited with Lucy Delap and Abi Wills.

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015074
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01507-4 - The Politics of Gender in Victorian Britain: Masculinity, Political Culture 
and the Struggle for Women’s Rights
Ben Griffin
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015074
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01507-4 - The Politics of Gender in Victorian Britain: Masculinity, Political Culture 
and the Struggle for Women’s Rights
Ben Griffin
Frontmatter
More information

The Politics of Gender in
Victorian Britain
Masculinity, Political Culture and the Struggle
for Women’s Rights

Ben Griffin

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015074
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01507-4 - The Politics of Gender in Victorian Britain: Masculinity, Political Culture 
and the Struggle for Women’s Rights
Ben Griffin
Frontmatter
More information

cambridge university press
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by
Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107015074

# Ben Griffin 2012

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without
the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2012

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Griffin, Ben.
The politics of gender in Victorian Britain : masculinity, political culture

and the struggle for women’s rights / Ben Griffin.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-01507-4 (Hardback)
1. Women’s rights–Great Britain–History. 2. Masculinity–Great

Britain–History. 3. Feminism–Great Britain–History. 4. Great Britain–
Politics and government–1837–1901. I. Title.
HQ1236.5.G7G75 2012
305.420941–dc23

2011030489

ISBN 978-1-107-01507-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to
in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107015074
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01507-4 - The Politics of Gender in Victorian Britain: Masculinity, Political Culture 
and the Struggle for Women’s Rights
Ben Griffin
Frontmatter
More information

For my parents, David and Meegan, for all their

love and support.
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The history of men’s opposition to women’s emancipation is more
interesting than the story of that emancipation itself. An amusing book
might be made of it if some young student at Girton or Newnham
would collect examples and deduce a theory, – but she would need
thick gloves on her hands, and bars to protect her of solid gold.

Virginia Woolf, A room of one’s own.
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