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Kuhn’s Structure of Scientific Revolutions (1962) has been endur-
ingly influential in philosophy of science, challenging many com-
mon presuppositions about the nature of science and the growth
of scientific knowledge. However, philosophers have misunderstood
Kuhn’s view, treating him as a relativist or social constructionist.
In this book, Brad Wray argues that Kuhn provides a useful frame-
work for developing an epistemology of science that takes account
of the constructive role that social factors play in scientific inquiry.
He examines the core concepts of Structure and explains the main
characteristics of both Kuhn’s evolutionary epistemology and his
social epistemology, relating Structure to Kuhn’s developed view
presented in his later writings. The discussion includes analyses of
the Copernican revolution in astronomy and the plate tectonics
revolution in geology. The book will be useful for scholars working
in science studies, sociologists, and historians of science, as well as
philosophers of science.

K. BRAD WRAY is an associate professor of philosophy at the State
University of New York, Oswego. He has published extensively on
the epistemology of science, Kuhn’s philosophy of science, and the
anti-realism/realism debate. He was the guest editor of a special
issue of the journal Episterne, on the theme of Collective Knowledge
and Science, and he is also the editor of an epistemology textbook,
Knowledge and Inquiry (2002).
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I began working on Kuhn’s epistemology in 2001. After a series of publi-
cations, and with a sabbatical leave approaching, I began to think about
writing a book on Kuhn’s epistemology of science, one that would take
account of his later work, much of it published in 7he Road since Structure.
I believed that this work was largely and unfortunately neglected by phil-
osophers, and that a fuller picture of his view was available to those
who attended to it. I also believed that there were still many important
insights that philosophers of science could gain from his work as we seek
to develop an epistemology of science.
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as a graduate student at the University of Western Ontario. I was fortu-
nate enough to study Kuhn in a directed reading with my thesis super-
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enriched from teaching Kuhn’s work. In my efforts to present Kuhn’s
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Laudan, Paul Hoyningen-Huene, Hanne Andersen, and Alexander
Bird. These scholars have offered both valuable insights into under-
standing Kuhn’s views and interesting interpretations and criticisms
that warrant serious consideration. Though I disagree with each of
them on some point or other, their research has helped me clarify my
own thoughts on Kuhn’s view.

Once I set about writing the book, I relied on the generosity of many
people, who, in one way or another, helped me complete the project.

I presented various papers on Kuhn at a variety of conferences, includ-
ing the following: the Canadian Society for History and Philosophy of
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Science, the Society for the Social Studies of Science, the Philosophy
of Science Conference in Dubrovnik, the American Philosophical
Association, the International Congress of Logic, Methodology, and
Philosophy of Science, the Science Studies Research Group at Cornell
University, and a workshop on Relativism, Philosophy of Science, and
Social Studies of Science at the Helsinki School of Economics. These were
very useful sources of feedback as I worked on my research on Kuhn. In
addition, I have also presented numerous papers on Kuhn at department
colloquia to my supportive colleagues at the State University of New York
at Oswego. Financial support from the Office of International Education
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at SUNY-Oswego, and United University Professions, my union, helped
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spent as a Visiting Scholar in the Department of Science and Technology
Studies at Cornell University. This department is a collection of schol-
ars whose training is mostly in sociology and history of science. This
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before, I saw the differences between the ways sociologists and historians
approach the study of science and the ways philosophers do. Discussions
and exchanges with Peter Dear and Trevor Pinch were especially helpful
in this regard. I saw the need to make clear to historians and sociologists
how it is that philosophers see science. In the book, I attempt to make
clear where the key disagreements are between philosophers and soci-
ologists of science in an effort to move beyond the current rift between
scholars in the two fields. I thank Michael Lynch for hosting me during
my visit at Cornell by agreeing to be my sponsor. Michael has been a
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editor of Social Studies of Science, he published my research on Kuhn.
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but spent a wonderful week in Finland, participating in a workshop
on relativism, philosophy of science, and science studies organized by
Kristina Rolin, at Aalto University, which was then called the Helsinki
School of Economics. Critical feedback and encouragement from both
Kristina and Martin Kusch was very helpful.
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