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In the past two decades, changes in the Mexican government’s policies
toward the 30 million Mexican migrants living in the United States high-
light the importance of the Mexican diaspora in both countries, given
its size, its economic power, and its growing political participation
across borders. This work examines how the Mexican government’s
assessment of the possibilities and consequences of implementing emi-
gration policies to protect and promote the rights of this population,
and engage migrant organizations from 1848 to 2010, has been tied to
changes in the bilateral relationship. Understanding this dynamic gives
an insight into the stated and unstated objectives of Mexico’s recent
activism in defending migrants’ rights and engaging the diaspora, the
continuing linkage between Mexican migration policies and shifts in
the United States–Mexico relationship, and the limits and possibilities
for expanding shared mechanisms for the management of migration
within the framework of the North American Free Trade Agreement.
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To all those who work to promote and protect the rights of

Mexican migrants, aquı́ y allá
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cies and the ways in which they have influenced each other. Second, and
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of Mexico as a defenseless actor vis-à-vis the United States. I am forever
indebted to El Colegio for the opportunity to be a part of such a rich
community of scholars and students; this community largely shaped my
views not just on the issues that we studied but on education and the role
of academia in policy and advocacy. I am particularly grateful to Ana
Covarrubias Jorge Domı́nguez and Sergio Aguayo for their mentorship
and support.

Throughout these ten years of work on Mexico–United States migra-
tion, I have been privileged to have the opportunity to learn from and
have the support of experts in the field. Gilbert Joseph and Patricia Pessar
at Yale University helped me gain confidence in the work I was doing and
provided the unforgettable opportunity to give my first lecture. Andrew
Hurrell, my advisor at Oxford University, has taught me as much about
the ways to unpack and make a compelling argument as he has about
the importance and value of having a mentor; he has been an example to
follow as a scholar, a professor, and a friend. His support and his belief in
this project from its early stages have been essential and have motivated
me to continue challenging myself in this field.

My arrival at The New School has been one of the most important steps
in my professional life and I am deeply grateful to Vicky Hattam, David
Plotke, Jonathan Bach, and Ary Zolberg for trusting me and giving me a
place as a colleague. Teaching at The New School is a unique experience,
every day, and I thank every single one of my students for all that I have
learned from them and with them.

Los caminos de la vida have brought me to live in New York City
for almost five years now, but a part of me is and always will be on the
other side of the border and I would not be able to be at peace “here”
if I weren’t somehow connected to “there.” Thanks to Carlos González
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American Community Survey 2009.

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2009
Mexican

foreign-born    0.10    0.22   0.48    0.64    0.38   0.45   0.58    0.79   2.20   4.45   8.07 11.48 
Mexican
ancestry    0.36    0.50    0.73   1.09   1.52   2.12   3.10   4.63   6.87   9.65   14.43   20.21
TOTAL 

Mexican-origin 0.46    0.72   1.21   1.73   1.90   2.57   3.68   5.42   9.07   14.09   23.20   31.69

Mexican
ancestry

Mexican
foreign-born 
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