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community with a distinctive role in society. This book explores the 
relationship between contexts of learning and the ways of knowing 
developed within them, focusing on twelfth-century schools and 
monasteries, as well as the university. By investigating their views 
on money, marriage and sex, Ian Wei reveals the complexity of what 
 theologians had to say about the world around them. He analyses the 
theologians’ sense of responsibility to the rest of society and the means 
by which they tried to communicate and assert their authority. In the 
late thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries, however, their claims to 
authority were challenged by learned and intellectually  sophisticated 
women and men who were active outside as well as inside the univer-
sity, and who used the vernacular – an important phenomenon in the 
development of the intellectual culture of medieval Europe.
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Preface

The arguments that I present in this book have been developed in the 
course of both teaching and research. I owe a great debt to successive 
generations of students at the universities of Edinburgh and Bristol in 
whose company my thinking has developed. I hope that former stu-
dents who read this book will hear echoes of the passionate debates in 
which they helped me to refine my ideas and find the best way to pre-
sent them. Although the students who have contributed to my work are 
too numerous to mention by name, I must offer very special thanks to 
those whose research at doctoral level has greatly enriched my under-
standing of medieval intellectual culture: Helen Casey, Mark Kauntze, 
Richard Lambert and Don Mowbray. I must also express my thanks 
to colleagues at the universities of Edinburgh and Bristol. I began my 
teaching career at the University of Edinburgh and I will always be 
immensely grateful to my former colleagues for showing me how the job 
should be done, especially Michael Angold, Tom Brown, Gary Dickson, 
Ken Fowler, Tony Goodman, Angus Mackay, Nicholas Phillipson 
and John Stephens. I must also offer heartfelt thanks to former and 
current colleagues at the University of Bristol who have commented 
on my work and stimulated my thinking. In the Centre for Medieval 
Studies, I would like to thank especially Elizabeth Archibald, Kenneth 
Austin, Marcus Bull, Fernando Cervantes, Gillian Clark, James Clark, 
Emma Dillon, George Ferzoco, Anke Holdenried, David Hook, Evan 
Jones, Pam King, Carolyn Muessig, Ad Putter, Anne Simon, Brendan 
Smith, Denys Turner, Carol Meale and Beth Williamson. I have, how-
ever, received support and encouragement from many quarters in the 
 university, and I am especially grateful to Bernard Alford, Robert 
Bickers, Bill Doyle, Bob Fowler, Ronald Hutton, Michael Liversidge, 
Chris McLeod, Josie McLellan, Kirsty Reid, Philip Richardson, Richard 
Sheldon, Eric Thomas and James Thompson. A list of medievalists 
from other universities to whom I am indebted for advice would extend 
over many pages, but I am especially grateful to David d’Avray, Alan 
Bernstein, Peter Biller, Mishtooni Bose, Laura Cleaver (who helped 

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107009691
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-00969-1 - Intellectual Culture in Medieval Paris: Theologians and the 
University c. 1100–1330
Ian P. Wei
Frontmatter
More information

Prefacex

me find an image for the cover), Anne Cobby, David Ditchburn, Jean 
Dunbabin, Fionnuala Sinclair, Spencer Young and Nicolette Zeeman. 
I must also thank those who read the book on behalf of Cambridge 
University Press for excellent advice; two readers remained anonym-
ous, but Peter Denley revealed his identity when offering specific help 
on Italian universities.

In recent years my work on medieval universities has been greatly 
enriched by collaboration with colleagues in the Ideas and Universities 
project which runs as part of the Worldwide Universities Network and 
compares universities in different cultures and periods. I must thank 
especially Isobel Howe, Susie Jim, Glen Jones, Lisa Lucas, David 
Shepherd, John Taylor, Tony Welch and Xu Xiaozhou.

In 2009–10 I enjoyed the huge privilege of being a member of 
the School of Social Science at the Institute for Advanced Study in 
Princeton. I am extremely grateful to Danielle Allen for inviting me to 
work in an immensely stimulating environment, and for the intellectual 
and personal generosity with which she received my work. She and her 
colleagues, Didier Fassin, Joan Scott and Michael Walzer, were end-
lessly perceptive and encouraging in their comments. As if this were 
not enough, Caroline Bynum and Giles Constable made me equally at 
home in the School of History and generously took a lively interest in 
this book. In both schools extraordinarily brilliant scholars had been 
gathered together, and I am grateful to all of them for the atmosphere 
of intellectual excitement in which I had the opportunity to rework the 
final draft of this book.

This book would not have reached fruition without the help and 
encouragement of staff at Cambridge University Press. Michael Watson 
waited patiently for this book for a long time, gently enquiring how it 
was coming along, but always careful to make it clear that it must be the 
book that I wanted it to be. Once I had submitted the book, Liz Friend-
Smith oversaw crucial rewriting and her sound judgement has been of 
immense value. Chloe Howell has guided me through the production 
of the book with great care and kindness.

I must express my particular gratitude to some very special friends 
whose relentless kindness and intellectual energy have turned moments 
of intellectual uncertainty into passionate conversations that have 
shaped my work: Julie Cooper, Rita Copeland, Rosemary Deem, 
Marilynn Desmond, Ka Ho Mok, Adam Nelson, Matt Nelson, Miri 
Rubin and David Wallace.

My greatest intellectual debt is to two wonderful teachers. Peggy 
Brown ‘adopted’ me when I was a graduate student in Paris, decided 
that I had something worth saying when others might reasonably have 
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had their doubts, and has been unwavering in her support for over 
twenty-five years. Her intellectual power and generosity have been the 
making of many of us, and the challenge has always been to live up to 
her expectations. The late Jeff Denton introduced me to medieval his-
tory when I was an undergraduate at the University of Manchester. He 
had the extraordinary gift of making every single student feel as if she 
or he were embarking on a personal mission to understand the past in a 
new way. He combined intellectual rigour with a free spirit of great gen-
erosity and enthusiasm. He pointed me in many of the directions that 
I have subsequently followed and, though I miss him, I hear his voice 
whenever I read his work.

I must conclude by thanking my family. They have lived with this 
book for a long time, whether or not they were aware of it, and they 
give meaning to everything that I do. I offer many thanks to my sister 
and her family: Anne, Phil, Alex and Beth. My final, greatest and most 
important thanks go to my mother and father. They taught me to value 
education and appreciate university culture in its many forms. They are 
my closest friends, on whose love and support I have always depended. 
It is to Betty R. Wei and Teh-Hsing Wei that I dedicate this book.
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