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faiths and none.
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Foreword

The responsibility of one who undertakes to hand on faith, as a pastor
or theologian, and the responsibility of one who undertakes to reflect
and discourse philosophically are distinct responsibilities. The discip-
lines, each with its own criteria of soundness in argument and warrant in
affirmation, are distinct. But they are responsibilities that can be united
in a single lived vocation, by one who accepts and honours the distinc-
tions but shows that each discipline can be pursued authentically, without
compromise or commingling of criteria, but with complementarity, and
some convergence of conclusions. That is the sort of vocation that I see
being pursued by Anthony Fisher, and this book is one of its fruits. The
primacy of the episcopal and theological in his personal calling does not
suppress the philosophical in the method and reflective, argumentative
grip of the book’s core chapters.

They concern human life. But that abstract category can mask a real-
ity which the book never forgets: to speak of such life is to speak of the
very existence and reality of a human person, of each of us. For each of
us, this existence and reality began in earliest embryonic form, when
all our capacities were already given us, but as potentialities which,
although they already were present and distinguished us already from
embryonic mice, we could not yet exercise. Already, it now seems clear,
that all-embracing, distinctively human capacity we call spirit had been
bestowed on each of us as the organizing principle informing all the
biochemical and biological processes of our individual formation, devel-
opment and activity. Each of us was already an individual and a person.
The difference in origins between most of us and those quite few of us
who are monozygotic twins you will find discussed in these pages, and
does not alter the essentials which I have just recalled. The dignity of
being at once bodily and spiritual distinguishes us from all other crea-
tures, so far as we can know and investigate them. The worth which that

viii
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Foreword ix

dignity entails is what this book explores and elaborates, and celebrates
in its title.

Bishop Fisher expresses his sense of the significance, for his own gen-
eration of believers, of the late pope, John Paul II. So it will not be out
of place to recall that great bishop’s personal sense of the importance not
only of the person, and thus of people, but also of the peoples within
which human persons flourish by acquiring the language and indeed the
whole patrimony of memory, culture and capital that a people — paradig-
matically a nation — can accumulate for its members and from which it
can draw to benefit other peoples in their need. To think of human life as
something to be disposed of by choice — to be ‘pro-choice’ — is not only
to violate those disposed of, and their most basic right, but also to betray
one’s own people. For a people lives, and carries itself into the future, only
by a kind of deep solidarity which is eviscerated in one way by abortion,
and in other ways by the various forms of euthanasia, suicide and assist-
ing suicide.

And also by detaching sex from marriage (or approving non-marital
forms of sex-act) — a theme which the author intimates in his intro-
ductory chapters. The philosophical and theological argumentation
deployed in the book — and in the tradition from which it draws — is
much more concerned with the way our choices (that is, our intentions,
whether more ultimate or more close-in) bear on the persons they inten-
tionally affect than with long-term overall consequences. But the intel-
ligible patterns and structures of our human makeup mean that specific
types of intentional choice tend predictably enough to have broadly spe-
cifiable types of social consequence. Our generation is witnessing, and
the generations soon to come will experience all the more keenly, the
consequences of that loss of the marital. In itself, and all the more so in
combination with the loss of solidarity manifested in killings, includ-
ing self-killing, this unwillingness to hand on life in the incomparably
appropriate milieu of marital commitment is resulting in the acceler-
ating decline of whole peoples — ours. Though the Church is universal
and transcends all peoples, its own culture — at once universal and very
specific — is rooted in the cultures of the peoples it has evangelized, and
it cannot be indifferent to the collapse and overwhelming of specific
cultures, least of all those in which its own tradition and life has been
centred.

For the present, the author concentrates his reflective energies and
zeal on the threats now commonplace to lives just begun, or wounded
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X Foreword

or debilitated or ageing towards death, rather than on the institution and
acts by which life is transmitted and nurtured fittingly well. That focus is
sufficient, and very important for us all, and I commend the outcome to
readers of every opinion.

JOHN FINNIS
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The numbers following Church documents refer to paragraph numbers.
All Vatican documents are published in Vatican City by Libreria Editrice
Vaticana and on the Internet at www.vatican.va.
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