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Preface

This book is the latest product of a long-term metalinguistic research pro-
gramme whose earlier stages have been hallmarked by a series of monographs
(e.g. Kertész 1991, 1993, 2004a, b; Rékosi 2005). The idea that linguistic theo-
rising is built on plausible argumentation was put forward in Kertész (1993) and
was integrated with other components of the programme in Kertész (2004a).
The elaboration of the p-model of plausible argumentation, around which the
present book centres, is the accomplishment of the task set out in Part V of
Kertész (2004a); thus, it is the direct continuation of this line of the programme.

The implementation of the plan was prepared at two levels in parallel, which
have been conjoined in the present book. On the one hand, we elaborated dif-
ferent aspects of the p-model with the help of detailed case studies (Kertész &
Rékosi 2005a, b, 2006, 2009a, b). On the other hand, on the basis of thorough
and multifaceted analyses of the current literature on linguistic data and evi-
dence, we arrived at conclusions that — besides the findings of Kertész (1993)
and (2004a) — clearly motivate the application of the p-model of plausible
argumentation to linguistic theorising (Kertész & Rakosi 2008a, b, c, 2009c¢).

The present book is a research monograph written primarily for linguists.
However, it also raises problems of current research in argumentation theory
and the philosophy of science. Therefore, as a secondary target group, it also
addresses philosophers of science and argumentation theorists. Moreover, since
it includes a series of examples which are intended to be simple and illuminat-
ing, and which illustrate the methodology of linguistic problem solving, it can
also be used as a textbook recommended for students in these fields.

Accordingly, the chapters have been organised in a way which facilitates
different readings. The main text should be read by all target groups. The sub-
sections entitled ‘Motivation and background’ may be skipped by linguists (but
consulted if they are interested in the details of the theoretical considerations
behind the concepts) and should be read by philosophers of science and argu-
mentation theorists. The examples may be skipped by the latter, but should
be read by linguists. Nevertheless, all readers are advised to go through the
detailed case study in Part IV which exemplifies how our approach works in
practice.
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A. Kertész & Cs. Rakosi, ‘Daten und Evidenz in linguistischen Theorien: ein
Forschungstiberblick’, in A. Kertész & Cs. Rékosi (eds.), New Approaches
to Linguistic Evidence. Pilot Studies/Neue Ansdtze zu linguistischer Evidenz.
Pilotstudien (Frankfurt am Main: Lang, 2008), 21-60; A. Kertész & Cs. Réakosi,
‘On current approaches to linguistic data and evidence’, Sprachtheorie und
germanistische Linguistik 19(2) (2009), 127-72; Cs. Rékosi, ‘Metatheoretical
reconstruction of psycholinguistic experiments 1°, Sprachtheorie und german-
istische Linguistik 20(1) (2011), 55-93; Cs. Rékosi, ‘Metatheoretical recon-
struction of psycholinguistic experiments 2°, Sprachtheorie und germanistische
Linguistik 20(2) (2011), 159-87.

Andras Kertész
Csilla Rakosi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107009240
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-00924-0 - Data and Evidence in Linguistics: A Plausible Argumentation Model

Andras Kertész and Csilla Rakosi

Frontmatter
More information
Abbreviations and central concepts

(CP) The central problem of the debate on linguistic

data and evidence page of first occurrence 1
MP) The main problem of the book 2
B The common intuitive core of the different approaches

to evidence within the standard view of the analytical

philosophy of science 10
(SVAPS) Basic tenets of the standard view of the analytical

philosophy of science 11
(SVLD) The standard view of linguistic data 13
2) Inference 59
3) Primary/Secondary relevant characteristic 61
@) Deductive inference 61
5 Suitable source 64
(6) Certainly true/Plausible/Implausible/Certainly false

statements on the basis of a source 65
7 Direct/Indirect source 67
®),(9) Certainly true/Plausible/Implausible/Certainly false

statements on the basis of a direct/indirect source 67, 69
(10) The plausibility value of a statement on the basis of

a source 70
an The plausibility value of a statement on the basis of a

set of sources 76
(12) Certainly true/Plausible/Implausible/Certainly false

statements on the basis of a set of sources 77
(13) Demonstrative inference 82
27 Plausible inference 99
(36) P-context 122
(38) P-inconsistency 130
39 P-incompleteness 130
(40) The solution to a p-problem 132
41 The resolution of a p-problem 133

xi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107009240
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-00924-0 - Data and Evidence in Linguistics: A Plausible Argumentation Model
Andras Kertész and Csilla Rakosi

Frontmatter

More information
xii List of abbreviations and central concepts
42) Plausible argumentation 134
(43) Argumentation cycle 138
47 Datum 169
49) Weak evidence 178
(50) Relative evidence 180
(€28 Strong evidence 181

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107009240
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-00924-0 - Data and Evidence in Linguistics: A Plausible Argumentation Model
Andras Kertész and Csilla Rakosi

Frontmatter
More information
Symbols

~p the negation of statement p

Ipls the plausibility value of statement p on the basis of source
S

O<|pls <1 statement p is plausible on the basis of source S

0<|pls <1 statement p is of neutral plausibility or plausible on the
basis of source S

O<|pls<1 statement p is plausible or true with certainty on the basis
of source S

0<|pls <1 statement p has a plausibility value on the basis of source
S

p&q the conjunction of statements p and ¢

p—>p transformation of premise p into statement p’

[r] statement p is a latent background assumption

min {ay,..., a,} the minimum (lowest value) of ay,.. ., a,

max {a,...,ay} the maximum (highest value) of ay,. .., a,

Jay - ay geometric mean of ay, . . ., a,

a+...+a, . .

— arithmetic mean of ay, ..., a

xiii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107009240
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-00924-0 - Data and Evidence in Linguistics: A Plausible Argumentation Model
Andrés Kertész and Csilla Rakosi

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107009240
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107009240: 


