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securing educational improvements, as measured by standardised exam-
ination results, and to demonstrate ‘scientific’ credentials sufficient to
guarantee absence of ideological bias and carry conviction. The other is
that learning to do educational research is generally seen as a matter of
being trained in empirical ‘research methods’. The authors demonstrate,
by contrast, that good educational research needs the rigorous thinking
characteristic of philosophy, and that philosophical treatments them-
selves sometimes constitute such research.
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