
Index

a priori vs. a posteriori: xi, 7, 16
access, for the moral law, to the human will: 5,

20, 41, 48
amiable action: 14
analogy: 17n, 48, 49, 50, 68
analytic vs. synthetic inquiry: xiii, xix, xxx, 7–8
analytic vs. synthetic principles: xi

imperatives of skill are analytic: 31–32
imperatives of prudence would be analytic if
happiness were a determinate concept:
31–32

imperatives of morality are synthetic: 33, 51,
55, 57

difficulties of establishing synthetic
principles: 32–33, 55

anthropology: 4–5, 24–26
appearance and reality: xxxi, 60–61

we cannot cognize what we are in ourselves
through inner sensation: 60

common understanding wants to make things
in themselves objects of intuition: 61

human being as intelligence not subject to the
laws of appearances: 66, 68

see also intelligible world; two standpoints
autonomy

the will is subject to the law in such a way that
it must also be viewed as self-legislating, i.e.
as autonomous: 43

the principle of the human will as a will
universally legislating through all its
maxims is a principle of autonomy: 44–45

defined as the characteristic of the will by which
it is a law to itself, irrespective of any
characteristic of the objects of willing: 51

as the ground of the dignity of human and all
other rational beings: 48

in relation to morality, permissibility,
impermissibility, holiness, obligation: 51

as the supreme principle of morality: 51–52
formula of: 43, 44, 48, 49–50
failure to grasp the autonomy of the will is the

reason why all previous moral philosophy
had to fail: xxvii, 44–45, 52–55

the concept of freedom is the key to explaining
the autonomy of the will: 56–57

freedom and the will’s own legislation are both
autonomy and hence reciprocal concepts:
xxix, 60

if we belonged wholly to the world of
understanding, actions would conform
perfectly to the law of autonomy: 62,
66–67

see also freedom; heteronomy; paradox

beneficence, good-willed vs. naturally
compassionate: xvi, 13–14

duty of, as derived from the formula of
universal law: 36

duty of, as derived from the formula of
humanity: 42–43

benevolence: 36, 47, 63

categorical imperative
concerns action represented as good in

itself and as necessary in a perfectly rational
will: 28

commands actions immediately, without
presupposing any other purpose to be
attained by them: 30

concerns not the matter of the action or its
result, but the principle from which the
action follows: 30
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categorical imperative (cont.)
is the only imperative that expresses a
practical law: 33, 38

its concept furnishes its formula:
xviii–xix, 33

only a single categorical imperative: xx, 34
as a synthetic principle: xix, 52, 63
basic formulation stated: xx, 17, 34
relation between the formulas of: 48
and the two standpoints: 62–63
see also autonomy; humanity; hypothetical
imperatives; kingdom of ends; morality,
imperatives of; universal law; universal law
of nature

cause, principle that every event has a cause: xii,
xxix, xxxiv

character: 9, 14
children: 13, 25n, 29
circle, in the argument for the moral law from

freedom: xxxi–xxxii, 59
argument not circular after all: 62

coercion: xxv
compass: 19
compassion

see sympathy
conscience: 19, 35
contradictions in conception vs. contradictions

in the will: xxii–xxiii
Copernican Revolution, in Kant’s epistemology

and metaphysics: ix
similar revolution in ethics: xxvii

criminal: 42n
critique of pure practical reason: 7, 8, 56
crossroads: 16

deception: xxv
deduction, of the categorical imperative: xi, 57,

63, 71
deliberation: 10, 17
determinism: xxx–xxxiii

apparent conflict between freedom and
natural determinism gives rise to a dialectic
of reason: 65

this resolved by appeal to transcendental
idealism: 65–67

dignity: xxviii, 46–48
morality and humanity, in so far as it is
capable of morality, as the ground of
dignity: 47

autonomy as the ground of dignity: 48,
49–50

disgrace: 52
disrespect: 20

see also respect

divine will, not the basis of morality: xx, 53–54
see also God

duty
defined as the necessity of an action from
respect for the law: 16

the practical necessity of acting according to
the principle of autonomy: 46–48

the concept of duty is to be used to
explicate the concept of an unconditionally
good will: 12

action that merely conforms with duty:
13–15, 21

only action from duty has moral worth: 13–16
it is always doubtful whether an action is
actually done from duty: 21

division of duties is reserved for a future
Metaphysics of Morals: 34n

perfect duty: 34; strict: 36; narrower: 36;
unrelenting: 36; necessary: 41–42; owed:
42, 42n

imperfect duty: 34; wider: 36; meritorious: 36,
42–43; contingent 42

duties to oneself: 34–35, 41–42, 42n;
to others: 35, 36, 42–43, 42n

empiricism: x
end in itself

the existence of an end in itself has an absolute
worth, and as a ground of determinate laws
it could contain the ground of a categorical
imperative: 40

a human being and generally every rational
being exists as an end in itself: 40–41

a rational nature is an end in itself: 41
a rational being is an end in itself in virtue of
legislating: 46–48; of its morality: 47; of its
autonomy: 47

ends in themselves are conceived as
independently existing ends not to be
contravened in action, not as ends to be
effected: 49

end in itself must be the subject of all possible
ends: 49

see also kingdom of ends; postulate
ends

defined as what serves the will as the objective
ground of its self-determination: 39

the categorical imperative commands without
reference to another end: 28

happiness the natural end for all rational
beings: 29

someone who wills the end also wills, if
rational, the necessary means in his
control: 30
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subjective ends vs. objective ends: xxv,
40–41, 43

envy: 11, 31, 36
ethics, as a philosophical discipline: 3–7

empirical and rational parts: 4
evil: 9–10, 18, 32, 48, 64
examples, relevance to moral philosophy: xviii,

21–23
exceptions, we make exceptions of ourselves

when we act immorally: 36–37

faith, rational: 71
false promise, example of: 17–18, 32

under the formula of universal law:
xx–xxi, 35

under the formula of humanity: xxv, 42
fancy price: 46–47
fear: 13, 17n, 32, 51

of God: 24
feasibility: 22, 23
formal vs. material: xiii, xxxv

in duty, the will must be determined by the
formal principle of volition: 15–16

formulations of the categorical imperative
see autonomy; humanity; kingdom of ends;
universal law; universal law of nature

frailty: 21
freedom, as independence of determination by

alien causes: xxix, 56
positive and negative: xxix, 56, 67
why the will’s freedom must be autonomy: 56
a free will is a will under moral laws: 57
morality follows analytically from freedom: 57
points us to the conception of the intelligible
world: 57, 67

must be presupposed as a property of rational
wills: 57

rational beings must act under the idea of
freedom: xxx, 58

idea of freedom seems to presuppose
autonomy and morality: 58

when we think of ourselves as free we think of
ourselves as members of the world of
understanding: 63, 64, 67

all human beings think of themselves as
having free will and thus as being
obligated: 64

freedom not a concept of experience: 64
objective reality of, cannot be proved:
64, 68

we cannot explain how it is possible: 67
see also autonomy; circle; determinism

friend of humanity: 13–14
friendship: 22

gifts: xiv, 9, 35
of fortune: 9

God, as the archetype of the good: 23
as the head of the kingdom of ends: 45–46
see also divine will; fear

good fortune: 15
good will: 9–10
as a condition of the value of happiness:

xiv, 9, 12
as a condition of the value of talents and

personal qualities: 9
as a condition of value in general: 12
is good merely by its willing: xiv, 10
is good in itself: 10, 12
value is independent of usefulness or

fruitlessness: 10
is the natural purpose of the rational will: 10
explication of the concept of duty to find its

principle: 12
is motivated by the representation of law

itself: 16
why the good will’s principle must be that of

acting on maxims which can be universal
law: 17

its formula is the categorical imperative: 48
contains merely the form of willing, as

autonomy: 55
even the most hardened scoundrel is

conscious of a good will that constitutes a
law for him: 63

happiness
defined as the entire well-being and

contentment with one’s condition: 9
value conditioned by the good will: xiv, 9, 12
not the natural purpose of the rational will:

10, 16
not the basis of morality: 24, 53
the more reason occupies itself with

happiness, the further we stray from true
contentment: 11

problems about seeking happiness through
reason: 12

those problems arise because it is an
indeterminate concept: 14, 31

an end for all rational beings by a natural
necessity: 29

and so can be presupposed a priori of human
beings: 29

prudence defined as skill in the choice of
means to happiness: 29

an ideal of the imagination: 32
this renders imperatives of prudence mere

counsels: 30

Index
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happiness (cont.)
indirectly, to secure one’s own happiness is
one’s duty: 14

health: xiv, xviii, 9, 15, 31
heteronomy: xxvii, 45, 56, 62, 69

as the basis of all spurious moral principles: 52
insofar as we are members of the world of
sense, our actions conform to the
heteronomy of nature: 63, 67

see also autonomy
highest good: 12, 16, 23

of the world: 26
holy will: 51
honesty: 13, 14, 19
honor: 9, 14, 52
human nature, not the ground of morality: 24, 37
humanity, as an end-in-itself: xxv, 40–41

as a limiting condition of all value: xxv
humanity, formula of: xxiii–xxvi, 41

argument for: 40–41
duties derived from: 41–43
corresponds to the matter of maxims: 48

Hutcheson, Francis: 53n
hypothetical imperatives: xviii–xix, 28

either problematic or assertoric: 28
imperatives of skill: 29
imperatives of prudence: 29
technical vs. pragmatic: 30
possibility of: xix, 30–33
duty cannot be expressed in: 37
and relative ends: 40
see also categorical imperative; imperatives

imitation: 23
imperatives

are formulae to express the relation of objective
laws of willing to the subjective imperfection
of the will of a rational being: 28

expressed by an ought: 27
say that actions would be good: 27
do not apply to the divine will: 28
are either hypothetical or categorical: 28
possibility of: xix, 30–33
see also categorical imperative; hypothetical
imperatives

impurity: 21
incentives: xvi, 15

incentives vs. motivating grounds: 40
inclinations

defined as the dependence of the desiderative
faculty on sensations: 27n

actions done from immediate inclination
distinguished from actions done from duty:
13–15

inclinations and their objects not objects of
respect: 16

their objects have only conditional worth: 40
in relation to needs: 27n
we wish to be free of them: 40, 64
not regarded as part of our proper self: 66–67

incomprehensibility: 19, 72
innocence: 20
insensibility: 14
instinct: 11–12, 35, 47
intellectual world

see intelligible world; two standpoints
intelligible world (intellectual world, world of

understanding)
its conception comes from the rough notion of
things in themselves beyond the realm of
appearances: 60

insofar as we are receptive we belong to the
world of sense, but insofar as we are active
we belong to the intellectual world: 61

our activity shown by the spontaneity of
reason in the production of ideas places us
among the intelligences: 61

freedom transfers us to the world of
understanding: 62, 64

the world of understanding contains the
ground of the world of sense and its laws: 63

it is therefore legislative for the will: 63
we can think ourselves into the world of
understanding, but we cannot look or sense
ourselves into it: 67

insofar as we are receptive we belong to the
world of sense, insofar as we are active we
belong to the intellectual world: xxxii, 61, 66

the idea of the intelligible world as an
incentive or object of moral interest that we
cannot comprehend: 70

the intelligible world as the kingdom of ends is
the object of moral interest: 71

see also appearance and reality; two
standpoints

interest
defined as the dependence of a finite will on
principles of reason: 27n

defined as that by which reason becomes
practical: 68n

acting from interest vs. taking an interest:
27n, 68n

all moral interest, so called, consists solely in
respect for the law: 17n

our interest in the ideas of morality:
58–59

this interest itself cannot be explained:
68–70

Index
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the intelligible world considered as the
kingdom of ends effects in us an interest in
the moral law: 71

see also self-interest

Jesus, as the ideal of moral perfection: 23
judgments, typology of: xi
Juno: 38

Kant, Immanuel, life: ix
philosophical project: x–xii

kingdom of ends: xxvi–xxviii, 45
the notion of autonomy leads to the fruitful
concept of a kingdom of ends: 45

defined as a whole of all ends (of persons as
ends in themselves, and of ends set by
them) in systematic connection: 45

is possible through freedom of the will: 46
formula of: 48, 49
members and head: 45
the kingdom of ends and the kingdom of
nature 48, 50

law of nature, formula of: 34, 48
laws of nature and laws of freedom: 3, 26–27,

56
lies: 5, 52

see also deception; false promise, example of
logic: xii, 3–4, 6, 74n
love, practical but not pathological can be

commanded: 15
duties of: 42n
see also beneficence

market price: 46–47
mathematics: 25n, 31
maxims

defined as the subjective principle of willing
or acting, as opposed to objective
principles: 16n, 33n

arise from desires and inclinations by
cooperation of reason: 39

contain the practical rule that reason
determines in conformity with the
conditions of the subject: 34n

as self-imposed rules: 50
as having a form, a matter, and a complete
determination: 48

metaphysics: xii, 4
metaphysics of nature and metaphysics of
morals: 4

metaphysics of morals: 4, 21–26
distinguished from groundwork and
critique: 7

doctrine of morals must be founded on
metaphysics before it can aspire to
popularity: 25

misology: 11
moral feeling, not the basis of morality: 53
moral law
action for the sake of the moral law: 5–6
must be entirely a priori: 23, 38–39
must hold with absolute necessity: 5, 23
must hold for rational beings as such: 23
follows analytically if freedom is

presupposed: 56–57
cannot be arrived at by analyzing concept of

the good will: 57
moral law is the law of the world of

understanding: 62–63
world of understanding is therefore lawgiving

for the will: 63
see also categorical imperative; morality,

imperatives of; respect
moral sense: 53n, 54
moral worth, of actions done from duty: 13–15
depends on the agent’s maxim rather than his

purpose or expected effect: 15–16
a matter of inner principle: 22

morality, imperatives of: 30
are apodictic: 28
how they are possible: 32–33, 55, 63
must be investigated purely a priori: 33, 37
are the only imperatives which are laws: 33
are synthetic a priori: 33
see also categorical imperative; moral law

motivating grounds: 5, 16, 40

natural purposes: 10–12
see also teleology

necessitation
as the determination of a will not necessarily

obedient to the laws of reason: 27–28
is different for the three kinds of imperatives

(skill, prudence, and morality): 30
duty is practical necessitation: 46
obligation is moral necessitation: 51

neighbor, love of: 15
noumenal vs. phenomenal: xxxi
see also appearance and reality; intelligible

world; two standpoints

obligation, defined as moral necessitation of a
will that is not absolutely good: 51

see also categorical imperative; duty

paradox of autonomy: 50
perfection, not the basis of morality: 23, 53
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perfection (cont.)
but principle of perfection preferable to moral
sense theory: 54

why the principle of perfection is
heteronomous even though it does not
command the pursuit of happiness: 54–55

permissible vs. impermissible: xxiii, 51
relation to autonomy: 51

phantasm: 22, 55, 71
philosophy

divisions of: 3–4
not needed to know what accords
with duty: 19

necessity of going beyond common human
understanding by doing moral
philosophy: 20

limits of practical philosophy: xxxii, 67
physics (natural philosophy): xii, 3–4, 25

rational vs. empirical parts of: 4
pleasure, in following the moral law, produced

by reason: 69
politeness: 31
popularity: 7, 8, 21, 23–26
postulate of rational beings as ends in

themselves: 41n
practical vs. theoretical reason: 7

lead in different ways to the notion of absolute
necessity: 71

see also reason
promise

see false promise, example of
prudence

contrasted with morality: 17–18
defined as the skill in the choice of the means
to one’s own greatest well-being: 29

worldly prudence and private prudence: 29n
see also prudence, imperatives of

prudence, imperatives of: 29
are assertoric: 29
how they are possible: 31–32
would be analytic if happiness were a
determinate concept: 31–32

are not laws: 33
but counsels: 30

purity: 6, 20, 26, 38–39

Quine, W. V.: xxxiv

rational being: xviii, xxiv
has the capacity to act on the representation of
laws: 26–27

the idea of the will of every rational being as
universally legislating: 43

dignity of: 46

distinguished by the fact that it sets itself an
end: 49

must view itself as an intelligence: 62–63
rationalism: xi
Rawls, John: xxxv

influence of: xliv
reason

only one and the same reason, theoretical and
practical, that differs in its application: 7

commands what ought to happen,
independently of what does happen: 22

must regard itself as the originator of its own
principles: 58

contrasted with understanding: 61
shows its spontaneity in thinking the ideas: 61
and so as pure activity, places us among the
intelligences: 61, 66

seeks the unconditioned: 71
limitations of practical reason: 67
see also will

receptivity: 17n, 55, 61
reciprocity, of freedom and autonomous

legislation: xxix, 60
regret: 21
relative value: xxiv, 40
respect, for law: xvii, 17n

duty is the necessity of an action from respect
for law: 16

no respect for an object brought about as the
effect of an action: 16

the law itself as the proper object of respect:
16, 17n, 19

explicated as a feeling generated by reason: 17n
identified with moral interest: 17n
is the expression of the esteem for an
autonomous being: 47

as the only incentive that can give an action
moral worth: 51

respect for persons: xxv, 17n
see also disrespect

restraint: 31
riches: 9, 31
right of states: 75

of human beings: 36, 42
righteousness: 17n, 25n

sacrifice: 22, 63
scoundrel: 10, 63
self-activity: 61

see also spontaneity
self-conceit: 22
self-control: 10
self-cultivation, duty of, as derived from the

formula of universal law: 35
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as derived from the formula of
humanity: 42

self-determination: 39
self-examination: 22
self-interest: xvi, 13–14
self-love 17n, 21–22, 34–35, 39n, 44
shopkeeper: 13
simplicity: 20
sincerity: 23
skill, imperatives of: 29

are problematic: 28
are technical: 30
how they are possible: 30–31
are analytic: 30
are not laws: 33
but rules: 30

Socrates: 19
South Sea Islanders: 35
spontaneity: 61

see also self-activity
standpoints

see two standpoints
sublimity: 38, 50–51, 53
suffering: 14, 15
suicide

avoidance motivated by immediate inclination
contrasted with avoidance motivated by
duty: 13

duty not to commit, as derived from the
formula of universal law: 34–35

duty not to commit, as derived from the
formula of humanity: 41–42

Sulzer, Johann Georg: 25n
sympathy: xvi–xvii, 13–14

see also beneficence

talents: xxiii, 16n, 17n, 35
of the mind: 9

teleology: xxii, xxxiv, 48n
see also natural purposes

temperament: 9, 14
temptation: 14, 25n
theology: 25, 54
things, moral status of: 40–41
thrift: 31
transcendental philosophy: 6
trust: 18
two standpoints: xxxii–xxxiii, 60

we view ourselves from a different standpoint
as efficient causes of our actions than when
we view our actions as effects: 60, 61–62

the most hardened scoundrel transfers
himself to the standpoint of a member of
the world of understanding: 64

the concept of the world of understanding is
only a standpoint that reason sees itself
necessitated to take: 67

universal law, formula of: xvii, xix–xxiii, 17, 34
is the principle of common human

reason: 17
is the principal formulation of the categorical

imperative: 34
and the formula of the universal law of

nature: 34
example of deriving duties from: 17–18
is the best formula to use for moral

judging: 48

vanity: xvi, 14
vice: 53
virtue: 22, 25n, 39, 47, 53

will
defined as the capacity to act according to the

representation of laws: 27, 39
is nothing other than practical reason: 27
is a causality of living beings insofar as they

are rational: 56
as the actual self: 66–67
the idea of the will of every rational being as

universally legislating: 43
a free will and a will under moral laws are one

and the same: 57
freedommust be presupposed as a property of

rational wills: 57
we have a will only insofar as we are efficient

causes belonging to the intelligible world:
62–63

all human beings think of themselves as
having free will and therefore being
obligated: 63

we claim for ourselves a will independent of
sensibility: 66

pure: 6
see also good will

wisdom: 19, 20
Wolff, Christian: 6
world of sense vs. world of understanding

see appearance and reality; intelligible world;
two standpoints

worthiness to be happy: 9, 59
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