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Symbols and Legitimacy in Soviet Politics analyses the way in which Soviet
symbolism and ritual changed from the regime’s birth in 1917 to its fall in
1991. Graeme Gill focuses on the symbolism in party policy and leaders’
speeches, artwork and political posters, and urban redevelopment, and
on ritual in the political system. He shows how this symbolism and ritual
were worked into a dominant metanarrative which underpinned Soviet
political development. Gill also shows how, in each of these spheres, the
images changed both over the life of the regime and during particular
stages: the Leninist era metanarrative differed from that of the Stalin
period, which differed from that of the Khrushchev and Brezhnev per-
iods, which was, in turn, changed significantly under Gorbachev. In
charting this development, the book lays bare the dynamics of the
Soviet regime and a major reason for its fall.
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A word on the notes: in many cases, reference has beenmade to a single
political poster, decision or speech. Except for direct citations, these are
illustrative; many other instances of these could be cited to reinforce the
point, but they have been omitted for considerations of space.
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