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centering on their treatments of liberty, rhetoric, and social and political
conflict. Sallust is interpreted as an antagonistic republican, for whom elite
conflict serves as an outlet and channel for the antagonisms of political life.
Livy is interpreted as a consensualist republican, for whom character and its
observation help to maintain the body politic. Tacitus is interpreted as being
centrally concerned with the development of prudence and as a subtle critic
of imperial rule.
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