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Abstract: Once viewed as an environmental hazard to the planet, East
Asia is now at the forefront of pro-environmental policymaking. The
region’s progress has been both remarkable and surprising given the
pro-business orientation of its political systems and their ideological

diversity. Through a focus on three environmental policy areas
exhibiting different levels of success, this Element shows how

governments in China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan have been able
to craft pro-environmental policy by working in collaboration with

business and societal interests. The evolution of the region’s
eco-developmental states has resulted in exceptional progress in the
areas of green technology and green finance, mixed outcomes in
pollution management, and negligible improvement in addressing

environmental justice. As the planet seeks guidance in addressing our
collective climate crisis, East Asia offers both hope and caution for how
we can craft pro-environmental policies in diverse political contexts.
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