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“Greater India” was a transimperial, Indocentric research paradigm that
informed the colonial recovery of the ancient past in Central and Southeast
Asia. Ancient India was postulated as the fount of an expansive classicism —
an actor in world history on a par with ancient Greece and Rome. Under the
Greater India movement, the scholarly quest for “India in Asia” became tied
to anti-colonial, pedagogical, nationalist and Asianist agendas. Yet although it
provided a potent anti-colonial imaginary, the movement also bolstered
visions of Indian exceptionalism and energized Hindu nationalist ideas of
India as a civilizing, colonizing power. Speaking directly to debates that
define and divide India today, this is essential reading for those interested in
the legacies of Orientalist scholarship and interwar visions of Indian inter-
nationalism. This title is part of the Flip it Open Programme and may also be
available Open Access. Check our website Cambridge Core for details.
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