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THE NATION IN BRITISH LITERATURE AND
CULTURE

The Nation in British Literature and Culture charts the emergence of
Britain as a political, social and cultural construct, examining the
manner in which its constituent elements were brought together
through a process of amalgamation and conquest. The fashioning
of the nation through literature and culture is examined, as well as
counter-narratives that have sought to call national orthodoxies into
question. Specific topics explored include the emergence of a distinc-
tively national literature in the early modern period; the impact of the
French Revolution on conceptions of Britishness; portrayals of
empire in popular and literary fiction; popular music and national
imagining; and the marginalisation and oppression of particular
communities within the nation. The volume concludes by asking
what implications an extended set of contemporary crises have for the
ongoing survival of the United Kingdom, both as a political unit and
as a literary and cultural point of identity.

  has published extensively in the fields of
Shakespeare Studies and Irish Studies, with a particular focus on
issues of national and cultural identity. He has been awarded fellow-
ships in support of his work by the British Academy and the
Leverhulme Trust.
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Gill Plain, University of St Andrews

Cambridge Themes in British Literature and Culture puts urgent contemporary
questions into historical perspective. The series asks what literature can tell us
about how we got to where we are and what can be learnt from how writers of the
past grappled with the pressing issues of their time. In an age of cultural amnesia,
these volumes examine the backstory, exploring the origins of the ideas, questions
and anxieties that shaped and continue to shape the national imaginary. From the
writing of crisis to that of consolidation, the series reveals the role played by
literature in the mediation and management of cultural change.

Titles in the Series
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