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Another useful consonant that overlaps in shape with the above is the consonant niin ) (its name sounds
like the English word “noon”).

At the beginning of a word and in the middle of a word, it has the same shape as o, &, &, and $
except that it has one dot on top: 5 and _. At the end of a word it has the shape (- (a slanting bowl with
a dot in the middle). The nan (y is transcribed as .

o

A. Write the letter (y three times in the four B. Write each of the following words twice:
different positions:

099 )
Final Medial Initial Isolated ? o

. .

- - = O

U'Lfi k:)‘..:.:)

nuan  with short and long vowels:
Listen and repeat after the pause.

S oo 4
bog s

3

© E

A. Connect the letters to form a word and then read the words aloud to your partner.

&S1ET 0 ST
ool A oég.v
SLO WV OO O Y
IR Olud €
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C. Read and transcribe the following (from now on, when a consonant
ends a word, assume it has a sukdn (zero vowel sign) on it
(unless indicated otherwise):

s
3,

Ggo 1 L .Y
v g v
9,3 A e ¥
s A ol .t

C’;y.\ . oyl .0

A. Transcribe the following into Arabic (remember to start at the right-
hand side of the lines provided):

1. babt 6. thabat
2. bit 7. tubat
3. but 8. tubt

4. that 9. babr
5. bath 10. thabu

B. Listen carefully and check (v/) when you hear one of the long vowels | or g or .

O s O v O o O » O .
O . O A O - O O v

C. Read the following words, which all contain either g or ¢, and classify them in the table on the right,
depending on whether the ¢ should be pronounced w or i, on the one hand, and whether the s should
be pronounced y or 7, on the other. Remember that these letters are respectively pronounced w or y
whenever they begin a word, immediately adjacent to a vowel of any kind, or come between two vowels:

g’,‘é A gb% A

- s
L RA R
S old

$is $is 9is 9is
pronounced y pronounced 7 pronounced w pronounced i

Ol VY CS

xS

cw VY ol

SVt

03;.3.\0 PN
Q|9:3.\'\ Ogd

> < 4 o = = o«
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A. The letter in column 1 is written in different positions in some of
the words in the adjacent cells. Identify the letter in each word
by underlining it. Note that not every word has the letter from
column 1 in it. See example 1:

b o8 ol 81 5l I
s b i\ o) .y
3)9 O g higo E:‘zls.” JUERN 9 ¥
b Jjyie ihie Cao S &
B. Write each of the following words twice:
g 39 ls2] Ll <l <
sb e e SN TS ls2b

Q

A minimal pair is a pair of words which differ only in one sound, such as hit and hid. Minimal pairs serve
as tools to establish that two sounds contrast. A difference in sound means a difference in meaning. This
exercise will help you recognize the minor differences, in the pronunciation, between long and short vowels.

A. First, listen and repeat the words in column 1 and then the words in column 2. Secondly, listen and
repeat the words in column 1 and their counterparts in column 2, read in succession. Thirdly, you will
hear words from either columns and will have to decide whether the word you have heard is from column
1 or 2 by putting (¢) next to the word you hear.

y \
oo b &
O &b O &3
O &b O &S
% %2
O &gl O] &S
O & O &
O Eao [ Eo
L i B. Work with a partner and repeat the activities above.
O Ol O k] Your partner will read a word either from column 1
| o . m . or 2 and you should circle the word you hear. Then
e — switch roles.
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Write the letter g three times in the four different
positions:

Final Medial Initial Isolated

S S S S

b‘—— pa . %’ r £
4% TS
* ®e

The last letter representing a long vowel is ya’ . At the beginning of a word, immediately adjacent to a
vowel of any kind, or between vowels, it is pronounced like the y in “yes,” and in this case we transcribe it

i
1

y. Otherwise it has the sound i, that is, the same sound as the letter in “machine” or the double “e” in

“beet,” and in that case we transcribe it 7.

At the beginning of a word it has the same shape as U, &, and & except that it has two dots under the
letter like this: . At the end of the word it looks like this: .. Notice that it curves slightly backwards and
then dips below the line, coming back up all the way to the line again.

In the middle of a word, it has the same shape as medial -, =, and __ except that it has two dots
below .

In fact, like 9 waw, s ya’ has two pronunciations: at the very beginning of a word, immediately adjacent
to a vowel of any kind (i.e. immediately preceded or followed by a vowel) or between two vowel sounds, it has

the “y” sound of “yes”; otherwise it has the long “1” sound as mentioned above. At the beginning of the
word, it looks like this: .

Write the letter $ three times in the four different
positions:

Final Medial Initial Isolated

(- -+ = S

. 3
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14l 8u=gll - Unit Two
The Long Vowels “alif llwaw glya’

*

Arabic has three long vowels, which, unlike the short vowels, are
written almost all the time. The first long vowel, a (like the “a” sound
in “bad”), is written like this in isolation: .

When you write it by hand, you start at the top and go down. If
connected with the previous letter by means of a short line, it looks like
this; L. In this case, since you are connecting it to the previous letter,

you write it from the bottom to the top.

The name of this vowel letter is ‘alif. It is one of six letters that never
connect with the following letter; that is to say, they never connect with the letter on their left. Thus to
write bat we would write &L, Because it is a long vowel and more or less the same as a except twice as
long, we transcribe it 4.

Write the letter | three times in the four
different positions:

Final Medial Initial Isolated

L L | |

Another letter that does not connect on the left and is also a long vowel
is the letter we call waw like the exclamatory word “wow!” in English.

In fact, the letter g (waw) has two sounds: at the very beginning of a
word, immediately adjacent to a vowel of any kind (i.e. immediately preceded
or followed by a vowel) or between two vowel sounds, it is pronounced like
the “w” in “west”; in that case we transcribe it w. Otherwise it has the

"=

long “i” sound as in”rule”; in that case we transcribe it 7.

To write this letter at the beginning of a word, you start with the loop at the top on the line, moving
in a clockwise direction and dipping below the line like this: g. In the middle of a word or at the end of a
word, you use a short line to connect with the previous letter (if the previous letter connects), then make
the loop and write the letter as before. Thus bii would be: g. If the previous letter does not connect, then
the letter is written the same way it is written at the very beginning of a word, like this: L.
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(]
ba o, ta’ &, tha” &, and the short vowels:
Listen and repeat after the pause.
- }
S
- / 4
(- (- (-
% . 2
o o o
A. Read and transcribe the following: B. Put the following combinations into Arabic
. . L (remember to start at the right-hand side of the
] -t — page and write each word from right to left):
3. bab 2. thub 1. tub
o % %3 .
S &S S
- - - 6. tib 5. thab 4. bath
° & A %
() ) )
. - 9. tab 8. bit 7. buth
C. Read each of the following combinations: 12. bat 11. bith 10. bib
= 2 ° %
c“ . c“
& “w 0%
Rt o 3%
o (i)
A. Match the Arabic nonsense B. Inthis exercise, you will hear each nonsense
words with the transcription: word twice in succession. Write the short
s vowel(s), including the sukdn, for each word.
a. that Co -)
b. but &y = =t w2 )
c. bathuth &:5 -y Eeo -A S -0 CS -y
d. bathit & - ‘ ‘ .
g 0 -4 o -1 ol -y
e. tut o -0
f. bith &S -1
g. bub ES v
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A. Write each of the following letters three B. Read and transcribe the following:
times in the four different positions:

-

. ) o . & .
Final Medial Initial Isolated B : :
— —_— ] ()

a “ :,~ “ o

Final Medial Initial Isolated

— —_—— ) ()

C. The letter in column 1 is written in different positions
in some of the words in the adjacent cells. Identify
the letter in each word by underlining it. Note that not
every word has the letter in column 1. See example 1:

Final Medial Initial ~ Isolated l-,uS <=L-3 SUT) o o )
Ce — - O zed 0 Ogw 2l o Y

Sl 9153 Ol Og0 <Y

Colg el easl ST & e

The Short Vowels

- S — °
fatha' —/kasra' —/damma' —/sukiin —
The three short vowels in Arabic have the sounds a as in “mat,” i as in “lip,” and u as in “put.” The first
symbol, for “a,” is called fatha' and is written as a small diagonal line slanting upwards to the right above
the consonant letter that precedes it in pronounciation. For example, ba would be written .

The second symbol, called kasra’, has exactly the same shape, but is written below the preceding
consonant, so bi would be written .

The third vowel, damma', looks like a small comma and is written above the preceding consonant,
giving & for bu. The three short vowels are transcribed as 4, i, and u.

Sometimes consonants are followed by no vowel at all. In the English word “tiptoe,” there is no vowel
after the “p”; in the word “chitchat,” there is no vowel after either of the “t”s. In Arabic, if no vowel (i.e.,
zero vowel) follows a consonant, we write a small zero sign above the consonant, called sukiin. For example,

b not followed by any vowel would be written .
In normal Arabic writing (outside of holy scripture and children’s books) the above-mentioned vowel
symbols are not written, but they are helpful to us as beginners for indicating the pronunciation of new

words and memorizing them.
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: Y1 84>gJl - Unit One
The Shape of Independent Consonants: ba’ w/ta’ O/tha’ Nl

(- S =) D

¢ PO ¢ *

N & * N
k *é Q Q

Many Arabic letters have the same shape as others but are differentiated from one another by means of dots.

Let us start with one of the most basic shapes: .. Without any dots it is not, in fact, a letter. But if we put one
dot on the bottom, like this: o, we have the letter b. If we put two dots on the top of the same shape, like
this: &, we have the letter £.

utl/

The Arabic t, in fact, is pronounced slightly differently from the English “t” because the tip of your tongue
is against your teeth (in the same position as the “d” in “width” or “breadth”), thus further forward than
the English “t.” If we put three dots on top, like this: &, we have the letter i, representing the whispered
“th” sound in words like “three,” “think,” and “thistle,” not the hummed “th” sound in words like “there,”

“mother,” and “this.”* The names of these three letters are ba" o, ta’ &, and tha’ &.

The above consonants, when written at the beginning of a word, are reduced to only their first half, so
that ba’ becomes —, ta’ —3, and tha’ 5. At the end of the word, these consonants take the same shape as
their independent forms but with a line connecting them to the previous letters, like this: ., &, &
When they are in the middle of a word, they look like this: _, —_, and ___ (essentially the same shape and

same number of dots but connected on both sides). These three consonants will be transcribed as b, t, and th.

* We are indebted for these memory aids for b, t, and th to F. E. Sommer, The Arabic Writing in Five Lessons (New York, Frederick
Ungar Publishing Co., 1942), p. 5.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009349888
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-34988-8 — Yalla Part One
Shokry Gohar , David Nancekivell

Excerpt

More Information

Now here are some of the features of Arabic that will require you to make adjustments:
1. Arabic uses a cursive script, written from right to left, not left to right.
2. The Arabic alphabet consists of twenty-eight letters, six of which do not connect to the following letter.

3. The remaining twenty-two letters do connect with the following letter on the line. When these letters
connect, their individual characters change based on their positions in a word. For example, the tails
or lower halves of the independent shapes disappear but the essential features (a tooth, a circle, or a
triangle) are retained.

4. Apart from the letter alif | (transcribed as &), all are consonants. The letter waw ¢ and ya’ g, on the other
hand, can function as consonants w and y or as long vowels 7 and 7.

5. Arabic is a gendered language. That is, names and nouns are categorized as masculine and feminine.
The feminine names and nouns usually have a feminine suffix & called ta” marbita' (transcribed as a’),
which is written only ever at the end of the word and has an a sound.

6. There are only three basic short vowels in Arabic, which are not represented by letters but rather by
signs. These signs can be written either above or below the consonants. The three basic short vowels
do not usually appear in most Arabic printed material. Despite the absence of the short vowels, native
speakers are able to read words perfectly on the basis of their knowledge of vocabulary and grammar
and on the basis of context. As we introduce new words into your vocabulary, we will always indicate
their full pronunciation.

Arabic Short Vowels

Name Character Transcription
damma' > u

fatha - a

kasra' i

As you progress in your own knowledge of Arabic grammar and vocabulary, you will find it easier and
easier to read words on sight.

Of course, as you learn new words, it is a good idea to visualize the word as a whole. Using flash cards —
either the commercial kind or your own home-made ones — can help with this.

In the exercises that follow, we make extensive use of our own alphabet to transcribe the sounds of the
Arabic letters. We are doing this only as long as necessary to make the pronunciation of the letters clear
until you can dispense with transcription altogether. However, in our experience, students inevitably go
ahead and transcribe words on their own in the beginning, as they have no other way of recording them
and remembering them, so it seemed more helpful for us to provide you with an accurate transcription
ourselves and use it as an effective way to teach you the alphabet.
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Jgifl Juadl! - CHAPTER ONE

<

SRUK RSN

TCTIID

By the end of the chapter, students will be able to:

* |dentify features of the Arabic alphabet, identify shapes of Arabic letters and recall their names.
* Apply standardized transcription used in the first six chapters.

e Demonstrate knowledge of characteristics of the Arabic writing system.

* Recognize features of the Arabic short vowels and shadda'.

* Recognize the shapes of the letters &, &, o and §, 9, 3, ), and 3, and z» & and ¢ in different positions.
* Recognize the shapes of the long vowels |, 5, and s in different positions.

* Make the connection between letters and sounds.

e Connect letters to form meaningful words, and read and write words and short sentences.

e Differentiate between pairs of words which differ in only one sound.

e Use common expressions and formulaic sentences.

¢ Form questions with L and (&.S.

e Demonstrate knowledge of the use of adjectives.

* Recognize and conjugate present tense verbs with the personal pronoun “he.”

* Use essential vocabulary to greet people and introduce themselves.
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