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As the ruling party in South Africa since 1994, the African National 

Congress has become synonymous with and indivisible from the fight 

against  apartheid rule. This has left little space for competing accounts, 

visions and political projects to find their appropriate place in the 

 historical  narrative. In this innovative book, Toivo Asheeke moves 

beyond  well-trodden histories of South Africa’s liberation struggle, to 

tell a  previously neglected story of the Black Consciousness Movement 

(BCM), a militant revolutionary nationalist wing of the anti-colonial 

 resistance. Using archival sources from four countries and interviews 

with former veterans of the movement, Asheeke explores the BCM’s 

engagement with guerrilla warfare, community feminism and Black 

Internationalism. Uncovering the personal and political histories of those 

who have  previously received scant scholarly attention, Asheeke both 

illuminates the history of Africa’s decolonisation struggle and that of the 

wider Cold War.

Toivo Tukongeni Paul Wilson Asheeke  is Assistant Professor at 

Georgia State University. He is a scholar-activist whose research interests 

intersect the disciplines of historical-sociology, history and Africana stud-

ies. He comes from a Black Internationalist background with parents who 

have fought for the freedom of peoples of African descent on both sides 

of the Atlantic. He is a committed grassroots activist, and as a scholar-

activist, he has published widely on Black Consciousness and Black Power 

in peer-reviewed journals such as the Journal of Southern African Studies 

and the Journal of African American History. His dissertation won the 

Dissertation of the Year Award 2019 at Binghamton University.
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The African Studies series, founded in 1968, is a prestigious series 

of monographs, general surveys, and textbooks on Africa covering 

history, political science, anthropology, economics, and ecological 

and environmental issues. The series seeks to publish work by senior 

scholars as well as the best new research.
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This book is dedicated first and foremost to the working 

people who fought and continue to fight for the liberation 

of the Pan-African world from racial capitalism and all 

its institutions. It is also dedicated to my family members 

who were unable to receive a PhD given the racist and 

sexist nature of the societies in which they lived. Moreover, 

this work is dedicated to, and has been animated by, my 

comrades on all sides of the Black Atlantic who have 

lost their lives in pursuit of freedom. Lastly, I want to 

dedicate this book to my maternal grandmother Jacqueline 

E. Wilson who was called to glory on 8 January 2021.
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4.1 Comrade Mangena, on the left in the glasses, with 

Deputy Chairman Twiggs Xiphu in exile. 

Photo from AZAPO members personal collections. page 160
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