
Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-32711-4 — Political Selection in China
Melanie Manion
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Elements in Politics and Society in East Asia
edited by

Erin Aeran Chung
The Johns Hopkins University

Mary Alice Haddad
Wesleyan University

Benjamin L. Read
University of California, Santa Cruz

POLITICAL SELECTION

IN CHINA

Rethinking Foundations and Findings

Melanie Manion
Duke University

www.cambridge.org/9781009327114
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-32711-4 — Political Selection in China
Melanie Manion
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009327114

DOI: 10.1017/9781009327145

© Melanie Manion 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-1-009-32711-4 Paperback
ISSN 2632-735X (print)
ISSN 2632-7368 (online)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will

remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009327114
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-32711-4 — Political Selection in China
Melanie Manion
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Political Selection in China

Rethinking Foundations and Findings

Elements in Politics and Society in East Asia

DOI: 10.1017/9781009327145
First published online: August 2023

Melanie Manion
Duke University

Author for correspondence: Melanie Manion, melanie.manion@duke.edu

Abstract: Political selection is about how individuals are selected to
political office – and this substantially determines the quality of

governance. The evidence favors democratic elections as the selection
institution that produces high governance quality. Yet authoritarian
China, where a communist party monopolizes the selection of all
officials of importance, presents a sophisticated and, by some

measures, successful contrast to liberal democratic versions of political
selection. Understanding how and how much the preferences of the

few at the political center in Beijing systematically shape the
composition and actions of the tens of thousands of leaders who

manage politics, society, and the economy across China is foundational
to understanding China. This Element critically reviews the literature on
political selection in China to better structure our knowledge on this
important question. It clarifies sources of greatly disparate findings in
statistical studies and identifies major descriptive challenges to these

studies in rich qualitative and quantitative evidence.
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