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GENDER AND POLICING IN 

EARLY MODERN ENGLAND

This book traces the beginnings of a shift from one model of  gendered 
power to another. Over the course of the seventeenth and early 
 eighteenth centuries, traditional practices of local government by 
heads of household began to be undermined by new legal ideas about 
what it meant to hold office. In London, this enabled the  emergence 
of a new kind of officeholding and a new kind of policing, rooted in 
a fraternal culture of official masculinity. London officers arrested, 
searched, and sometimes assaulted people on the basis of gendered 
suspicions, especially poorer women. Gender and Policing in Early 
Modern England describes how a recognisable form of gendered 
policing emerged from practices of local government by patriarchs 
and addresses wider questions about the relationship between gender 
and the state.

Jonah Miller is a Research Fellow at King’s College, Cambridge.
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This is a series of monographs and studies covering many aspects of the history 
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broader perspectives, and the books are intended for the use of students as well as 
of their teachers.

For a list of titles in the series go to 
www.cambridge.org/earlymodernbritishhistory

www.cambridge.org/9781009305143
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30514-3 — Gender and Policing in Early Modern England
Jonah Miller 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

GENDER A ND POLICI NG  

I N E A R LY MODER N 

ENGL A ND

JONA H MILLER
University of Cambridge

www.cambridge.org/9781009305143
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30514-3 — Gender and Policing in Early Modern England
Jonah Miller 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom

One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA

477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314–321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi – 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05–06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,  
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of  
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009305143

DOI: 10.1017/9781009305174

© Jonah Miller 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions  
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take  

place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of Congress.

ISBN 978-1-009-30514-3 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence  
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this  

publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will  
remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org/9781009305143
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30514-3 — Gender and Policing in Early Modern England
Jonah Miller 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

For mum and for dad

www.cambridge.org/9781009305143
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30514-3 — Gender and Policing in Early Modern England
Jonah Miller 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org/9781009305143
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30514-3 — Gender and Policing in Early Modern England
Jonah Miller 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

vii

Contents

List of Tables page viii
Acknowledgements ix
Abbreviations and Conventions xi

 Introduction 1

Pa r t  I  pa t r i a r c h y  21

 1 Office and Household 23

Pa r t  I I  r e m a k i n g  o f f i c e  59

 2 The Law of Office 61

 3 Office and Manhood 103

Pa r t  I I I  P o l i c i n g  135

 4 Arrests 137

 5 Searches 173

 Conclusion 205

Appendix A 219
Appendix B 223
Select Bibliography 230
Index 249

www.cambridge.org/9781009305143
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30514-3 — Gender and Policing in Early Modern England
Jonah Miller 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

viii

Tables

 1  Official involvement in arrests recorded at the Old  
Bailey and Middlesex Quarter Sessions, 1674–1750 page 145

 2 Official involvement in arrests by decade, 1681–1750 147
 3  Prompts for arrests recorded at the Old Bailey and Middlesex 

Quarter Sessions, 1674–1750 163
 4  Prompts for arrests by officers and non-officers, 1674–1750 164
 5  Grounds for suspicion in arrests recorded at the  

Old Bailey, 1674–1750 167
 6  Gender of arrestees in general and on suspicion in the records 

of the Old Bailey and Middlesex Quarter Sessions, 1674–1750 168
 7  Official involvement in house searches recorded at the Old 

Bailey and Middlesex Quarter Sessions, 1674–1750 184
 8  Gender of house searchers in the records of the Old Bailey  

and Middlesex Quarter Sessions, 1674–1750 185
 9  Official involvement in person searches recorded at the Old 

Bailey and Middlesex Quarter Sessions, 1674–1750 191
10  Gender of searchees in the records of the Old Bailey and 

Middlesex Quarter Sessions, 1674–1750 193
11  Location of goods found on people as recorded in the Old 

Bailey Proceedings, 1674–1750 195
12  Gender of searchers in the records of the Old Bailey and 

Middlesex Quarter Sessions, 1674–1750 199

www.cambridge.org/9781009305143
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-30514-3 — Gender and Policing in Early Modern England
Jonah Miller 
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

ix

This book took shape during a tumultuous period in the history of 
policing. Longstanding allegations of racism and misogyny have risen to 
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Policing is not a cheerful subject, and I could not have kept thinking 
about it without the love and talk, at home and abroad, of Elle Crossley. 
Finally, I would never have attempted or finished this book without the 
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BIA Borthwick Institute for Archives, York
BL British Library, London
CRO Cheshire Record Office, Chester
CUL Cambridge University Library, Cambridge
ER  English Reports, Full Reprint 1220–1865, 176 vols 

(Edinburgh and London, 1900)
ERO Essex Record Office, Chelmsford
KHLC Kent History and Library Centre, Maidstone
LMA London Metropolitan Archives, London
LPL Lambeth Palace Library, London
NRO Norfolk Record Office, Norwich
OBP Old Bailey Proceedings [oldbaileyonline.org]
Seipp’s Abridgement  An Index and Paraphrase of Printed Year 

Book Reports, 1268–1535 [bu.edu/law/
faculty-scholarship/legal-history-the-year-books]

TNA The National Archives, Kew

Printed law reports are cited in the conventional format: case name, year in 
brackets, volume number, name of reporter, and page on which the report 
starts, followed by a reference to the same page in the collected English 
Reports in the same format. For example, Olive v Ingram (1738), 2 Strange 
1114, 93 ER 1067. Quotations from reports in Law French are given in the 
author’s translation.
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