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ROMANTIC EPICS AND THE MISSION OF EMPIRE

The British Romantic period saw an unprecedented explosion in epic
poems, an understudied literary phenomenon that enabled writers to
address the unique historical tensions of the era. Long associated with
empire, epic revived at a time when Britain was expanding its imperial
reach, and when the concept of imperialism itself began to evolve into
the notion of a benevolent project of spreading British culture and
religion across the globe. Matthew Leporati argues that the epic
revival not only reûects but also interrogates this evangelical turn.
The ûrst to examine the impact of missionary work on epic literature,
this book offers sustained analysis of both under-read and canonical
works, bringing fresh historical and literary contexts to bear on our
understanding of this unique revival of epic poetry. This title is part of
the Flip it Open Programme and may also be available Open Access.
Check our website Cambridge Core for details.

matthew leporati is Associate Professor of English at the College
of Mount Saint Vincent in New York City, where he serves as Writing
Specialist. His research interests include British Romanticism, epic
poetry, religion and literature, and mindfulness and writing pedagogy.
His essays and reviews have appeared in Romanticism, Studies in
Romanticism, The CEA Critic, The CEA Forum, Humanities, Modern
Language Studies, and European Romantic Review. His chapter on
teaching satire in the writing classroom appeared in Isn’t It Ironic?
Irony in Contemporary Popular Culture (2021). In 2022, he won the
Bege Bowers Prize for Best Essay in The CEA Forum for his essay on
using William Blake to teach the interrelation of image and text in
contemporary communication, including especially the use of emoji.
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This series aims to foster the best new work in one of the most challenging ûelds
within English literary studies. From the early 1780s to the early 1830s,
a formidable array of talented men and women took to literary composition, not
just in poetry, which some of them famously transformed, but in many modes of
writing. The expansion of publishing created new opportunities for writers, and
the political stakes of what they wrote were raised again by what Wordsworth
called those ‘great national events’ that were ‘almost daily taking place’: the French
Revolution, the Napoleonic and American wars, urbanization, industrialization,
religious revival, an expanded empire abroad, and the reform movement at home.
This was an enormous ambition, even when it pretended otherwise. The relations
between science, philosophy, religion, and literature were reworked in texts such as
Frankenstein and Biographia Literaria; gender relations in A Vindication of the
Rights of Woman and Don Juan; journalism by Cobbett and Hazlitt; and poetic
form, content, and style by the Lake School and the Cockney School. Outside
Shakespeare studies, probably no body of writing has produced such a wealth of
commentary or done so much to shape the responses of modern criticism. This
indeed is the period that saw the emergence of those notions of literature and of
literary history, especially national literary history, on which modern scholarship
in English has been founded.

The categories produced by Romanticism have also been challenged by recent
historicist arguments. The task of the series is to engage both with a challenging
corpus of Romantic writings and with the changing ûeld of criticism they have
helped to shape. As with other literary series published by Cambridge University
Press, this one will represent the work of both younger and more established
scholars on either side of the Atlantic and elsewhere.

See the end of the book for a complete list of published titles.
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This book is dedicated to my daughter, Hazel Frances

Leporati. All of my achievements are dedicated to her.
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