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Imperial Heartland

Working-class Britons played a crucial role in the pioneering settlement
and integration of South Asians in imperial Britain. Using a host of new
and neglected sources, Imperial Heartland revises the history of early
South Asian immigration to Britain, focusing on the northern English
city of Shefûeld. Rather than viewing immigration through the lens of
inevitable conûict, this study takes an alternative approach, situating
mixed marriages and inter-racial social networks centrally within the
South Asian settlement of modern Britain. Whilst acknowledging the
episodic racial conûict of the early inter-war period, David Holland
challenges assumptions that insurmountable barriers of race, religion
and culture existed between the British working classes and non-white
newcomers. Imperial Heartland closely examines the reactions of
working-class natives to these young South Asian men and overturns
our pre-conceptions that hostility to perceived racial or national differ-
ence was an overriding pre-occupation of working-class people during
this period. Imperial Heartland therefore offers a fresh and inspiring new
perspective on the social and cultural history of modern Britain.

David Holland was born into a working-class family in the mid 1960s.
The child of a white English mother and an Asian Muslim father, he was
raised primarily by his maternal grandparents. Despite ûnishing a
formal education without much in the way of qualiûcations, at the age
of forty-six he entered the University of Shefûeld to read history as an
undergraduate. Awarded a highly competitive Wolfson Foundation
scholarship for his doctorate, he graduated in 2019. Holland has pub-
lished articles in Past and Present and Twentieth Century British History.
He is currently an Honorary Research Fellow at the University of
Shefûeld and a member of the Royal Historical Society.
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Series Editors:

Deborah Cohen, Northwestern University

Margot Finn, University College London

Peter Mandler, University of Cambridge

‘Modern British Histories’ publishes original research monographs drawn from
the full spectrum of a large and lively community of modern historians of
Britain. Its goal is to keep metropolitan and national histories of Britain fresh
and vital in an intellectual atmosphere increasingly attuned to, and enriched by,
the transnational, the international and the comparative. It will include books that
focus on British histories within the UK and that tackle the subject of Britain and
the world inside and outside the boundaries of formal empire from 1750 to the
present. An indicative – not exclusive – list of approaches and topics that the series
welcomes includes material culture studies, modern intellectual history, gender,
race and class histories, histories of modern science and histories of British
capitalism within a global framework. Open and wide-ranging, the series will
publish books by authoritative scholars, at all stages of their career, with
something genuinely new to say.

A complete list of titles in the series can be found at:

www.cambridge.org/modernbritishhistories
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This book is dedicated to the memory of my

grandparents Madge and Alf.
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We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the ûrst time. T. S. Eliot, Little Gidding (1942)
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