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“How do we know a rising power when we see one, what do rising powers

want and under what conditions might they be satisûed? Rohan Mukherjee’s

Ascending Order tackles these questions and provides compelling answers

that are backed up by solid historical scholarship. The book’s distinctive

contribution lies in its argument that rising powers seek symbolic equality

with the established great powers, and that they look to the institutional

openness and procedural fairness of the core institutions of the international

system to determine if that equality is achievable. The emphasis on equality,

openness, and fairness is truly original and it adds a fascinating normative

dimension to the analysis of power transition politics. Mukherjee’s argu-

ments warrant the attention of scholars and policymakers grappling with the

rise of China and India, and the implications for the established powers such

as the United States.”

Yuen Foong Khong, Li Ka Shing Professor of Political Science,

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy,

National University of Singapore

“Despite two decades of intensifying struggle – particularly between the

United States, Russia, and China – over international order, scholars still

know very little about what drives states to contest, reform, or accept the

‘rules, norms, and arrangements’ of international politics. Based on careful

historical research, Rohan Mukherjee argues that key institutions of

International order are essentially clubs for great powers. Rising states care

about the rules and regulations of those clubs: Can they join? Will they get

the same rights as the existing members, or be treated like second-class

citizens? The answers to these two questions, Mukherjee shows, have major

consequences for the fate of international orders – including the current one.

Ascending Order is an important and insightful contribution to the academic

clubs studying status, power transitions, and international order.”

Dan Nexon, Professor of Government and Foreign Service,

Georgetown University, and co-author of Exit from

Hegemony: The Unraveling of the American Global Order

“International institutions have been key arenas of contestation and accom-

modation of the status aspirations of rising powers since the nineteenth

century. Here is one of the rare historical treatments of how and when

institutions matter for states seeking great power status and the socio-psy-

chological calculations that go behind it. This book is a great addition to the

growing literature on international status and power transitions.”

T.V. Paul, James McGill Professor of International Relations,

McGill University, Canada, and co-editor of Status in World Politics
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|Ascending Order

Why do rising powers sometimes challenge an international order that

enables their growth, and at other times support an order that constrains

them? Ascending Order offers the ûrst comprehensive study of conûict and

cooperation as new powers join the global arena. International institutions

shape the choices of rising states as they pursue equal status with estab-

lished powers. Open membership rules and fair decision-making proced-

ures facilitate equality and cooperation, while exclusion and unfairness

frequently produce conûict. Using original and robust archival evidence,

the book examines these dynamics in three cases: the United States and the

maritime laws of war in the mid-nineteenth century; Japan and naval arms

control in the interwar period; and India and nuclear nonproliferation in

the Cold War. This study shows that the future of contemporary inter-

national order depends on the ability of international institutions to

address the status ambitions of rising powers such as China and India.

rohan mukherjee is Assistant Professor of International Relations at

the London School of Economics and Political Science. He was previously

Assistant Professor at Yale-NUS College, Singapore. He holds a PhD in

Politics from Princeton University and a BA in Philosophy, Politics, and

Economics from the University of Oxford.
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Any claim enforced by equals on equals without recourse to

arbitration, no matter whether the issue is of the greatest or

the least signiûcance, amounts still to enslavement.

Pericles, in Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War,

1.141 (Martin Hammond, trans.)
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