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In innumerable ways, we still live in LBJ’s America. More than half
a century after his death, Lyndon Baines Johnson continues to exert
profound influence on American life. This collection deftly explores his
seminal accomplishments — protecting civil rights, fighting poverty,
expanding access to medical care, lowering barriers to immigration — as
well as his struggles in Vietnam and his difficulty responding to other
challenges in an era of declining US influence on the global stage.
Sweeping and deeply researched LBJ’s America probes the ways in which
the accomplishments, setbacks, controversies and crises of 1963 to 1969
laid the foundations of contemporary America and set the stage for our
own era of policy debates, political contention, distrust of government, and
hyper-partisanship.

Mark Atwood Lawrence is an award-winning historian who has taught for
two decades at the University of Texas at Austin. His books include, most
recently, The End of Ambition: The United States and the Third World in the
Vietnam Era. He has been director of the LBJ Presidential Library since
2020.

Mark K. Updegrove is a presidential historian for ABC News and author of
five books on the presidency, including, most recently, Incomparable Grace:
JFK in the Presidency. He is a former director of the LBJ Presidential Library
and now serves as President and CEO of the LB] Foundation.
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