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KANT’S CRITIQUE OF PURE REASON  AND 
THE METHOD OF METAPHYSICS

In two often neglected passages of the Critique of Pure Reason, Kant 
submits that the Critique is a ‘treatise’ or a ‘doctrine of method’. 
These passages are puzzling because the Critique is only cursorily 
concerned with identifying adequate procedures of argument for 
philosophy. In this book, Gabriele Gava argues that these passages 
point out that the Critique is the doctrine of method of metaphysics. 
Doctrines of method have the task of showing that a given science 
is indeed a science because it possesses ‘architectonic unity’ – which 
happens when it realizes the ‘idea’ of a science. According to Gava’s 
novel approach, the Critique establishes that metaphysics is capable 
of this unity, and his reading of the Critique from this perspective not  
only illuminates the central role of the Transcendental Doctrine of 
Method within it, but also clarifies the relationship between the different 
parts of the work.

gabriele gava is Associate Professor of Theoretical Philosophy 
at the University of Turin. He is the author of Peirce’s Account of 
Purposefulness: A Kantian Perspective (2014).
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Citations of Kant’s Works

Throughout the book, I have tried to keep abbreviations to a minimum 
and have adopted a simple system for citations of Kant’s works. Citations 
from the Critique of Pure Reason refer to its first and second editions by 
only using A and B, respectively (for example: A834/B862). Citations from 
the Akademie Ausgabe of Kant’s writings (Kants gesammelte Schriften, edited 
by the Berlin-Branderburgischen – formerly Preussischen – Akademie der 
Wissenschaften, Berlin: Reimer, De Gruyter, 1900–) only indicate vol-
ume and page number (for example: 9:70). Citations of Kant’s Reflexionen 
additionally include their number, preceded by the abbreviation Refl. 
and followed by the volume and page number in the Akademie Ausgabe 
(for example: Refl. 1656, 16:68). I cite one work, the Heschel Logic, that 
is not contained in this edition and instead appears in the volume Logik-
Vorlesungen: Unveröffentliche Nachscriften, Vol. 2, edited by T. Pinder, 
Hamburg: Meiner, 1998. When citing this work, I indicate the page num-
ber in Pinder’s edition, followed by the page in the English translation 
by M. Young (Lectures on Logic, ed. and tr. by M. Young, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1992) (for example: Heschel Logic, 488, 
Eng. tr. 416). English translations are from The Cambridge Edition of the 
Works of Immanuel Kant (edited by P. Guyer and A. Wood, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1992–), adapted to British spelling. I specify 
in brackets or in notes when my translations deviate from this edition.
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