Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-10843-0 — Constructing Political Expertise in the News
Kathleen Searles , Yanna Krupnikov , John Barry Ryan , Hillary Style
Frontmatter

More Information

Cambridge Elements™

Elements in Politics and Communication
edited by

Stuart Soroka
University of California, Los Angeles

CONSTRUCTING POLITICAL
EXPERTISE IN THE NEWS

Kathleen Searles
Louisiana State University

Yanna Krupnikov
University of Michigan

John Barry Ryan
University of Michigan

Hillary Style
Stony Brook University

! CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009108430
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-10843-0 — Constructing Political Expertise in the News
Kathleen Searles , Yanna Krupnikov , John Barry Ryan , Hillary Style
Frontmatter

More Information

- CAMBRIDGE

» UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009108430
DOI: 10.1017/9781009104289

© Kathleen Searles, Yanna Krupnikov, John Barry Ryan and Hillary Style 2023

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2023
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-009-10843-0 Paperback
ISSN 2633-9897 (online)
ISSN 2633-9889 (print)

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009108430
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-009-10843-0 — Constructing Political Expertise in the News
Kathleen Searles , Yanna Krupnikov , John Barry Ryan , Hillary Style
Frontmatter

More Information

Constructing Political Expertise in the News
Elements in Politics and Communication

DOI: 10.1017/9781009104289
First published online: January 2023

Kathleen Searles
Louisiana State University

Yanna Krupnikov
University of Michigan

John Barry Ryan
University of Michigan

Hillary Style
Stony Brook University

Author for correspondence: Kathleen Searles, ksearles@Isu.edu

Abstract: Expert news sources in particular offer context and act as
translators, communicating complex policy issues to the public. Therefore,
expert sources have implications for who, and what, is elevated and
legitimized by news coverage. This Element considers patterns in expert
sources, focusing on a particular area of expertise: politics. As a starting
point, the authors conduct a content analysis to track which types of
political experts are most likely to be interviewed and use this analysis to
explain patterns in expert sourcing. Building on the source data, there
follow experiments and surveys of journalists to consider demand for
expert sources. Finally, shifting the analysis to the supply of expert sources,
the Element turns to a survey of faculty to track expert experiences with
journalists. Jointly, the results suggest that underlying patterns in expert
sourcing are a tension between journalists’ preferences, the time
constraints of producing news, and the preferences of the experts
themselves.
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