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‘Once in a while a big book comes along that compels you to drop

everything, clear your schedule and focus intently. Lucky Valley is a

publication event, a magnificent counterhistory of racial capitalism and

an urgent call by one of the pre-eminent historians of our time to
dismantle and redress the enduring injustices of Edward Long’s world.’
Vincent Brown, author of Tacky’s Revolt: the Story

of an Atlantic Slave War

‘Catherine Hall has brilliantly unearthed the crucial context of Edward
Long’s entanglement in the business of slavery, one in a long line of
planters in England’s colonial establishment in Jamaica. Hall’s penetrat-
ing, extremely well-researched work is a major contribution to our
ongoing struggle to dismantle the devastating, and intellectually dishon-
est, attempts to justify slavery by debasing those most brutally entrapped
by it. Lucky Valley is an original and delightfully readable contribution to
understanding the troubling discourse of intellectual racism.’
Henry Louis Gates Jnr, author of The Black Box:
Writing the Race

‘In Lucky Valley perhaps the most important historian of our age explains
how the “father of English racism” described an entire socio-economic
and ecological system constructed around racial oppression and provided
generations of Britons with a justification for it. Edward Long’s advocacy
has reverberated perniciously through the past two and a half centuries,
adapted to support new and proliferating forms of racism. In this magis-
terial and moving analysis, Hall locates the greed, privilege, hubris and
anxiety that underpinned it.’
Alan Lester, author of Ruling the World and Deny
and Disavow: the British Empire in the Culture War, 2e

‘Catherine Hall’s study of Edward Long’s life and influence is
indispensable. While the work is a careful, detailed examination of Long
and his family, it is much more than a biography. Hall situates Long as a
crucial architect of racial capitalism and clarifies the importance of his role
in crafting a worldview in which slavery and slave ownership were at the
very centre of modernity and empire. Hall’s brilliance as a scholar of
history, race and gender is well established. In Lucky Valley it is deployed
in a work that will stand as the definitive study of slavery - its victims and
its champions - during the long eighteenth century.’
Jennifer L. Morgan, author of Reckoning with Slavery:
Gender, Kinship, and Capitalism in the Early Black Atlantic

‘Reading through the lens of one exemplary figure and text of the eight-
eenth-century British slave empire, Catherine Hall’s Lucky Valley: Edward
Long and the History of Racial Capitalism is a critical inquiry into both the
exploitative structure of racial capitalism and the perversity of the racial
imagination that aimed to rationalize its unjust enrichment and disavow
its inhumanity. Hall’s subtle and incisive intervention is grist for the mill
of a contemporary reparatory project.’
David Scott, author of Omens of Adversity: Tragedy, Time,
Memory, Justice
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LUCKY VALLEY

Why does Edward Long’s History of Jamaica matter? Written in 1774,
Long’s History, that most ‘civilized’ of documents, attempted to define
White and Black as essentially different and unequal. Long deployed
natural history and social theory, carefully mapping the island, and
drawing on poetry and engravings, in his efforts to establish a clear and
fixed racialized hierarchy. His White family sat at the heart of Jamaican
planter society and the West India trade in sugar, which provided the
economic bedrock of this eighteenth-century system of racial capitalism.
Catherine Hall tells the story behind the History of a slave-owning family
that prospered across generations together with the destruction of such
possibilities for enslaved people. She unpicks the many contradictions in
Long’s thinking, exposing the insidious myths and stereotypes that have
poisoned social relations over generations and allowed reconfigured
forms of racial difference and racial capitalism to live on in contemporary
societies.

CATHERINE HALL is Emerita Professor of History at University College
London and a prize-winning author. Her work focuses on Britain and
empire, and includes Civilising Subjects: Metropole and Colony in the
English Imagination, 1830-1867 (2002), Macaulay and Son: Architects of
Imperial Britain (2012), and Legacies of British Slave-Ownership: Colonial
Slavery and the Formation of Victorian Britain (co-authored with
Nicholas Draper et al.; Cambridge, 2014). Between 2009 and 2015 she
was the principal investigator on the ESRC/AHRC project ‘Legacies of
British Slave-ownership’.
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Critical Perspectives on Empire is a major series of ambitious, cross-disciplinary works
in the emerging field of critical imperial studies. Books in the series explore the
connections, exchanges and mediations at the heart of national and global histories,
the contributions of local as well as metropolitan knowledge, and the flows of people,
ideas and identities facilitated by colonial contact. To that end, the series not only offers
a space for outstanding scholars working at the intersection of several disciplines to
bring to wider attention the impact of their work; it also takes a leading role in
reconfiguring contemporary historical and critical knowledge, of the past and of
ourselves.

A full list of titles published in the series can be found at:
www.cambridge.org/cpempire

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

LUCKY VALLEY

Edward Long and the History of Racial Capitalism

CATHERINE HALL
University College London

B4 CAMBRIDGE

AP UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

¥ UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8EA, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi - 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009098854

DOI: 10.1017/9781009106399
© Catherine Hall 2024

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2024
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Hall, Catherine, 1946- author.
Title: Lucky Valley : Edward Long and the history of racial capitalism / Catherine Hall,
University College London.

Description: Cambridge, United Kingdom ; New York, NY : Cambridge University Press,
2024. | Series: Critical perspectives on empire | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2023027904 (print) | LCCN 2023027905 (ebook) | ISBN 9781009098854

(hardback) | ISBN 9781009102766 (paperback) | ISBN 9781009106399 (ebook)
Subjects: LCSH: Long, Edward, 1734-1813. | Slaveholders - Jamaica. | Slavery - Jamaica. |
Racism - Jamaica. | Capitalism - Jamaica.

Classification: LCC HT1096 .H34 2024 (print) | LCC HT1096 (ebook) | DDC 306.3/
62097292-dc23/eng/20230727
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023027904
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2023027905

ISBN 978-1-009-09885-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

For Stuart

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

CONTENTS

List of Colour Plates page X
List of Figures xi
List of Maps xiii

Acknowledgements Xiv

A Note on Language xviii
Prologue xix
Introduction 1

PART I: Growing up English 39
1 A Gentleman’s Son 41

2 The Young Englishman 65

PART II: The Lineaments of Racial Capitalism
3 The Plantation 87
4 The Merchant House 156

5 Reproducing Capital: the Long Family 202

PART III: Making a Slave Society 263
6 Colonizing Geographies 265
7  Colonizing the State 313
8 Theorizing Racial Difference 372
Epilogue 416

Bibliography 446
Index 477

The plates can be found between pages 254 and 255.

ix

85

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

COLOUR PLATES

Edward Long by William Sharp, after John Opie

‘Lucky Valley Estate’ by William Berryman

Tredudwel Manor

Tredudwel coastline

Cartouche detail from Craskell and Simpson’s map of Surrey, Jamaica
‘Driver, Cold Morning’ by William Berryman

‘View of the Roaring River Cascade’ from Long’s History

‘A View of the White River Cascade’ from Long’s History
‘View of Montego Bay’ from Long’s History

‘View of Port Royal & Kingston Harbours’ from Long’s History
Francis Williams by an unrecorded artist

O 0 N QN U1 W N

—_
=]

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley

Catherine Hall
Frontmatter

More Information

0.1

L1
1.2
2.1
3.1
3.2
3.3

3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8
3.9
3.10
4.1
4.2
4.3
5.1
52
5.3
5.4
55
5.6
5.7
5.8
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
7.1

FIGURES

Stuart Hall, 1970s ~ page xx

The three main branches of the Long family tree XXxXiv

Title page of The History of Jamaica 2

South Street, Chichester, c. 1900-4 3

Title page of Edward Long’s The Anti-Gallican 80

‘Longyville, Jamaica’ by William Berryman 96

‘Longville Ford’ by William Berryman 96

Longville and Lucky Valley plantations on Robertson’s 1804 map of
Jamaica 101

Cartouche detail from Craskell and Simpson’s map of Cornwall, Jamaica 107
Dawkins’ Salt River Wharf, c. 1760 114

Blair’s plan of Lucky Valley, 1769 117

Aerial image of present-day Lucky Valley 118

‘View of a Negro village’ by William Berryman 133

‘Nurses and Child’ by William Berryman 149

‘Negro Hut with Figures in Plantain Walk’ by William Berryman 152
The West India trade schematic 167

Bill of Exchange, 1778 172

Front facade of a Bishopsgate Street house, 1807 180

The Jamaican branch of the Long family tree 205

The Long family’s compensation awards 207

Hurt’s Hall, Suffolk, 1857 224

The mercantile branch of the Long family tree 226

Bromley Hill, Kent, 1815 241

Mary Ballard Long (née Beckford) by Henry Bone, after John Opie 246
Dower House, Arundel Park 255

St Michael and All Angels church, Tunstall, Suffolk 260

Table from Long’s History quantifying enslaved people in St John 271
Table from Long’s History quantifying enslaved people in Clarendon 272
The King’s House from Long’s History 276

Bath Hot Spring from Long’s History 302

Royal and Kingston harbours from Long’s History 342

Xi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

xii LIST OF FIGURES

E.1 Pottery fragments found at Lucky Valley estate 417
E.2 Catherine Hall walking towards New Longville 417
E.3 Edward Long’s funerary monument, St Mary’s church, Slindon 435

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

MAPS

1 Jamaica page xxxii
2 The Atlantic Basin xXxxiii

xiii

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The research and writing for Lucky Valley has taken me many years and
numerous friends and colleagues have helped me. I thank them all for their
generosity. The work would not have happened without the ‘Legacies of British
Slave-ownership” (LBS) team and our collective commitment to thinking
about British slave-owners and the part they have played in the making of
modern Britain. Nick Draper, Keith McClelland and Rachel Lang were there
from the beginning, alongside the postgraduates and postdoctoral researchers
we were fortunate to have as part of our group. Funding from the Economic
and Social Research Council and the Arts and Humanities Research Council,
together with support from University College London (UCL) and the
Hutchins Center at Harvard University, enabled our work. Katie Donington
was with us from 2011 to 2016, participating in both the first phase of the
research, on compensation, and the second phase, on British slave-owners in
the Caribbean from 1763 to 1833. Kristy Warren, Hannah Young and James
Dawkins all joined us for the second phase. It was Nick Draper who first alerted
me to the importance of compensation and who has kept me attentive to the
economy. Keith McClelland is a most constant friend, an excellent interlocutor
with an eye on the ‘bigger picture’ and an unrivalled adviser on all matters to
do with the computer. He has effected many rescues! I owe him particular
thanks for the bibliography which he designed for this volume. Rachel Lang
kindly produced the Long family tree for me and clarified the relationships
between the three branches of the family. She also did much of the work for the
maps that were curated for the LBS database (www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs), showing
the locations of the estates. Katie Donington’s work on the Hibbert family, The
Bonds of Family, was our first detailed case study, while Hannah Young’s
research on female slave-owners and James Dawkins’s on the Dawkins family
have made substantial contributions to our understanding of the significance
of these slave-holders. James provided research assistance for me on the
Accounts Produce of the Long properties and we had two memorable visits
to Lucky Valley and Suttons plantations in 2015 and 2023. Our team also
benefited from other researchers and supporters. Chris Jeppesen’s analysis of
the wills of West Indian families has been invaluable. Mark Harvey has been
a friend of LBS over the years and a vital member of our reading group.

Xiv

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS XV

I am most grateful to all those who have read parts or all of my manuscript as
it has developed. Sally Alexander, Antoinette Burton, Nick Draper, Margot Finn,
Mark Harvey, Cora Kaplan, Diana Paton, Bill Schwarz, Barbara Taylor and
James Vernon have all been most generous with their time and thoughts. As far
back as 2016 I had the happy idea of asking Miles Ogborn if he would be
interested in talking with me about Edward Long. We instituted the Edward
Long Reading Group which has met regularly ever since. We were joined by
Markman Ellis and Silvia Sebastiani. Drawing on the combined skills of
a historical geographer, an eighteenth-century literary scholar and an intellectual
historian of the Enlightenment has been enlightening to say the least. I cannot
thank them enough. We initially read Edward Long’s works together. Once
I started writing, they read and discussed all my drafts. I feel truly fortunate.

Conversations with other friends and colleagues have helped me with my
thinking. David Scott’s words always stay with me. I value our talks and his
writing. Mark Nash proposed Lucky Valley for the title, though he doesn’t
remember. Erica Carter and Samia Khatun have walked and talked with me.
Fabrice Bensimon, Gail Lewis, Alison Light, Jennifer Morgan and Susan
Pennybacker have shared work and friendship. Anita Rupprecht, Mark
Knight, Devin Leigh, April Shelford and Sarah Thomas have all been most
helpful. Writing about denial with Daniel Pick was rewarding. Clare Taylor
has been generous with her research and papers. Brenna Bhandar reminded me
that I might find answers to questions about property laws, marriage and
inheritance in court papers and contested wills. Carla Pestana, Andrew Apter
and Robin Derby have been great hosts at UCLA and have heard about the
project as it has grown and changed since my first visit in 2015. I always find
listening to Wayne Modest instructive and was delighted to join the inter-
national Racial Capitalism Workshop initiated by Tony Bogues and Pepijn
Brandon. Esther Chadwick talked with me about Long’s engravings, and this
connection grew into the project with David Bindman, Fara Dabhoiwala and the
Victoria and Albert Museum to develop work on the portrait of Francis
Williams. Teresa and Tony Davies were the first friends to search with me for
Tredudwel, the house in Cornwall in which Edward Long spent years in his
youth. Since then, good friends have assisted me in expeditions to Cornwall and
various sites associated with Long in London, Sussex and Hampshire.

In Jamaica Emma Ranston-Young provided much needed assistance on
wills, land deeds and inventories. James Robertson at the University of the
West Indies (UWI) Mona has been generous with his knowledge of eight-
eenth-century Jamaica. Zachary Beier, then at UWI Mona, travelled with me to
Lucky Valley on a field trip in 2019. Librarians at Mona, the Institute of
Jamaica and the Jamaica National Library have all been very helpful, as were
Audene Brooks at the Jamaica National Heritage Trust and the staff at the
National Gallery. I have been most fortunate in having a Jamaican home with
my husband Stuart’s dear cousin, Sister Maureen Clare, at Immaculate

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

xvi ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Conception Convent in Kingston. The Sisters have welcomed me over the
years, taken me on trips to Old Harbour and other places connected with both
the Long and the Hall families, and shared with me something of their multiple
educational, social and economic initiatives. Caribbean fiction has provided
a vital counter to living for so long with eighteenth-century colonists. As Paula
Marshall’s protagonist Merle puts it in her wonderful novel The Chosen Place,
the Timeless People (1969): “Those Englishmen were the biggest obeah men out
when you considered what they did to our minds.” Erna Brodber’s Nothing’s
Mat (2014) argues that fractal families, a key legacy of slavery and colonialism,
offer possibilities for trauma to be lived with, that healing is possible.

The staff at the British Library, the site for most of my research, were most
helpful. I owe innumerable debts to audiences who have engaged with me in
seminars, conferences and meetings. Edward Long has made appearances across
the UK and beyond at different stages of the work. Academics and conference
and workshop organizers in Amsterdam, Belfast, Berkeley, Birmingham,
Bologna, Brighton, Cambridge, Canterbury, Cologne, Columbia, Lancaster,
Leiden, Lisbon, Liverpool, London, Melbourne, Miami, Oxford, Paris,
Pittsburgh, Southampton, Sussex, Sydney, UCLA, Warwick, Washington and
York have all kindly hosted me and given me opportunities for discussion with
others. A fellowship of a month at the EHESS-Ecole des hautes études en
sciences sociales in Paris in 2019 was a wonderful chance for long talks with
Silvia Sebastiani and Cécile Vidal. The LBS workshop that we organized in
September 2019 was a good moment for reflection on the second phase of our
project with friends and colleagues from the USA, Jamaica and the UK.

It has been a pleasure to work with Michael Watson, my editor at Cambridge
University Press. Rosa Martin, Natasha Whelan and Carol Fellingham Webb
have all provided critical support with the production of the manuscript.
Margaret Puskar-Pasewicz has done a wonderful job on the index. Two
anonymous readers gave me food for thought, while Trevor Burnard’s detailed
comments in relation to both the proposal and an almost final draft of the
manuscript have been invaluable. The questions he pressed me on turned out
to be very productive — after my initial conviction that I had nothing more to
say! Kathleen Wilson understood what I was doing.

I started working on Edward Long in 2014, after the death of my husband,
Stuart Hall. At that time I was still full-time in the History Department at UCL.
Since then many changes have happened, dear friends have died, others are not
well. The political world is deeply troubling. Work as a trustee of the Stuart
Hall Foundation, established in 2015 by family, friends and colleagues, has
been a source of interest, debate and friendship, while working with Bill
Schwarz on the series of edited collections of Stuart’s work for Duke
University Press has been another productive preoccupation. When I retired
from my post in UCL in 2016, we established a Centre for the Study of the
Legacies of British Slave-ownership under the directorship of Dr Nick Draper.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS xvii

It is now the Centre for the Study of the Legacies of British Slavery, led by
Professor Matthew J. Smith, and is developing work on the enslaved in the
Caribbean. At the start of the first lockdown in March 2020, I decided to
evacuate West Hampstead and settled in the cottage in Wivenhoe which we
have had since the 1990s, when I taught at the University of Essex. I took all my
files and started writing. While the lockdown was so hard for many people, it
was a creative time for me. I walked most days on the estuary or in the woods
with my friends and neighbours Miriam Glucksmann and Mark Harvey. We
talked about what each of us was writing - the good times and the bad. It was
an enormous help. The regular zoom calls during lockdown with my dear
friends Sally and Bill circled around history, fiction, politics and personal life.
I was thrilled when Joy Gregory, whose beautiful embroidery The Sweetest
Thing, commissioned by Exeter’s Royal Albert Memorial Museum and Art
Gallery, was inspired in part by the work of LBS, agreed to design the cover for
Lucky Valley. What a gift! When I reached the final stages with the book and
worried about the material still unread and the illustrations and permissions to
be thought about, I was lucky enough to find Liberty Paterson, an art historian
who works on connections with the slavery business and will soon be com-
pleting her PhD. She has been a marvellous research assistant: calm, very well
organized, a good reader, and full of ideas about the visual material. She has
made all the difference to these last months.

Finally, our daughter, Becky Hall, and my sister, Margaret Rustin, sustain
me day by day; our son, Jess, is far away in California but never far from my
thoughts. The circle of family and friends are a blessing. As Freud said, it’s love
and work that make life worth living.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781009098854
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-09885-4 — Lucky Valley
Catherine Hall

Frontmatter

More Information

A NOTE ON LANGUAGE

Edward Long represented himself as an owner of enslaved Africans and
claimed the identity of slave-owner as his legal right. His aim in The History
of Jamaica was to support processes of enslavement and claims of ownership
by fixing racialized categories in a hierarchy and presenting them as natural.
Terminology was crucial to him. He used ‘Negro’ with a capital N for enslaved
Africans, and White with a capital W for colonists such as himself. In my
discussion of Long and his History I have used his terminology to show how he
constructed his categories, and to denaturalize them. When writing about the
politics of race in the present, I capitalize Black.
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