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Galen’s Epistemology

Determining what has gone wrong in a malfunctioning body and
proposing an effective treatment requires expertise. Since antiquity,
philosophers and doctors have wondered what sort of knowledge this
expertise involves, and whether and how it can warrant its conclu-
sions. Few people were as qualified to deal with these questions as
Galen of Pergamum (129—¢. 216). A practising doctor with a keen
interest in logic and natural science, he devoted much of his enor-
mous literary output to the task of putting medicine on firm meth-
odological grounds. At the same time, he reflected on philosophical
issues entailed by this project, such as the nature of experience, its
relation to reason, the criteria of truth, and the methods of justifica-
tion. This volume explores Galen’s contributions to (mainly scien-
tific) epistemology, as they arise in the specific inquiries and polemics
of his works, as well as their legacy in the Islamic world.

R. J. HANKINSON is a professor of Philosophy and Classics at the
University of Texas at Austin.

MATYAS HAVRDA is a senior researcher at the Institute of Philosophy
at the Czech Academy of Sciences.
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The citations of Galen’s works follow the conventions of CGT. Otherwise,
unless included in the list below, ancient authors are cited according to LS]

and 7LL.

Aét.

Agnell. in

A

ANRW

BJP
BM
CAG

CCTC

CGT

Chrysipp.

CMG
DeL
Diocl.
DK

DL

Euc. Elem.

H

Ioh. Alex. in

S
K.
KD
LCL

A&tius, Placita philosophorum

Agnellus of Ravenna, Commentary on Galen’s Sects for
Beginners’

Aufstieg und Niedergang der romischen Welt (1972—)
Boudon-Millot, Jouanna, and Pietrobelli
Boudon-Millot

Commentaria in Aristotelem Graeca (1882—1909)
Cambridge Classical Texts and Commentaries
Cambridge Galen Translations (2013-)

Chrysippus the Stoic

Corpus medicorum Graecorum (1914-)

Phillip De Lacy

Diocles of Carystus

Diels, H., and Kranz, W. (1951-2°). Die Fragmente
der Vorsokratiker. Berlin.

Diogenes Laertius, Lives of Eminent Philosophers
Euclid, Elements

Helmreich

John of Alexandria, Commentary on Galen’s Sects for
Beginners’

Kiithn (1821-33)

Epicurus, Kuriai doxai (= DL 10.139-154)

Loeb Classical Library
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