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Political Culture in the Latin West, Byzantium
and the Islamic World, c.700–c.1500

This comparative study explores three key cultural and political spheres –
the Latin west, Byzantium and the Islamic world fromCentral Asia to the
Atlantic – roughly from the emergence of Islam to the fall of
Constantinople. These spheres drew on a shared pool of late antique
Mediterranean culture, philosophy and science, and they had monothe-
ism and historical antecedents in common.Yetwhere exactly political and
spiritual power lay, and how it was exercised, differed. This book focuses
on power dynamics and resource-allocation among ruling elites; the
legitimisation of power and property with the aid of religion; and on
rulers’ interactions with local elites and societies. Offering the reader
route-maps towards navigating each sphere and grasping the fundamen-
tals of its political culture, this set of parallel studies offers a timely and
much-needed framework for comparing the societies surrounding the
medieval Mediterranean.

Catherine Holmes is Professor of Medieval History at the University of
Oxford. Her books includeBasil II and theGovernance of Empire 976–1025
(2005) and she co-edited Literacy, Education andManuscript Transmission
in Byzantium and Beyond (2002) with Judith Waring, Between Byzantines
and Turks (2012) with Jonathan Harris and Eugenia Russell, and The
Global Middle Ages (2018) with Naomi Standen.

Jonathan Shepard was Lecturer in History at the University of Cambridge.
He is the author of The Emergence of Rus (1996) with Simon Franklin, with
whom he co-edited Byzantine Diplomacy (1992). His edited volumes
include The Cambridge History of the Byzantine Empire (2008; 2019),
Byzantium and the Viking World (2016) with Fedir Androshchuk and
Monica White, Imperial Spheres and the Adriatic (2018) with Mladen Ančic�
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Preface and Acknowledgements

Wehave thought long and hard about how to present political culture across
the Latin west, Byzantium and the Islamic world during a period of many
centuries to as wide an audience as possible. For that reason, we have tried
to make proper names and technical terms accessible wherever practicable.
Greek has been transliterated without diacritics. Greek forms of proper
names have generally been adopted, but not where the names of people
and places are very well known in their Latinised form (Nicaea instead of
Nikaia, for example); familiar English forms have been preferred out of the
same consideration – Athens not Athenai. Arabic diacritics have been
discarded in proper names, including the opening ayn (¿), and only the
ayn and hamza (¾) retained for technical terms. To help orientate the reader,
reign-dates have been given after the names of key individuals. There is a
briefGlossary at the end of the book: this offers a selection of technical terms
and other unfamiliar words, although in general we have tried to explain
these in the chapter(s) in which they are introduced. To facilitate compari-
sons within and between the spheres, there are extensive cross-references
throughout the book. These internal references are distinguished by the use
of p./pp. and occasionally n. for a footnote within the same chapter.

We have tried to limit the use of quotation marks to signal words or
phrases of particular signiûcance – or which are particularly problematic –
to specialists. These range from the archaic to those which are, for scholarly
or political reasons, contentious or open to misunderstanding. Thus
inverted commas are generally used only on the ûrst mention in a chapter,
alerting the reader that there is uncertainty around, or dispute about the
legitimacy of, such terms as barbarian/barbarous/pagan, Berber, church/
state, civilising, classical/medieval Islam, the dark ages, empire/imperial,
the establishment, family confederations, feudal, gunpowder empires, law/
justice, Orientalism, outsider/foreign, peace/violence, the poor/the power-
ful and successor states. Although itmay be argued that each of these terms
requires exegesis or justiûcation, if it is not to be avoided altogether,
repeated disclaimers in the form of quotation marks tend to distract or
unnecessarily confuse the newcomer, even if placating the expert eye.
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The running order across sections is one which is shaped by our
anticipated readership. The Latin west comes ûrst in each section, not
because we deem it more important than the Islamic world or Byzantium
but simply because we choose to start with the sphere which we think will
be most familiar to most readers. We do not regard that sphere as the
benchmark against which the other two spheres should be compared. The
chapters are all self-contained, stand-alone items and can be read in any
order.

Many thanks are due to Liz Friend-Smith of Cambridge University
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General Maps

These maps are intended to help orient readers and to locate some of the
key places and areas mentioned by our authors. Absolute consistency is
difûcult to achieve, and readers may ûnd modern place-names alongside
ancient ones. It goes without saying that the historical boundaries
depicted are approximate and, in some cases, highly speculative or
controversial.

xvii

www.cambridge.org/9781009011136
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-01113-6 — Political Culture in the Latin West, Byzantium
and the Islamic World, c.700–c.1500
Edited by Catherine Holmes, Jonathan Shepard, Jo van Steenbergen, Björn Weiler
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Atla
s  M

ounta ins

S a h a r a  D e s e r t

Balearic
Islands

Crete

Sardinia

Sicily

A

l
p s

A
p

e n
n

i n
e
s

Cantabrian Mts

Carpathian M
ts

D
inaric Alps

Black
Forest

Massif
Central

Pyrenees

   Balkans

Rhodope

P
in

d
o
s M

ts

S
c

a
n

d
i
n

a
v

i
a

n
 
M

o

u
n

t
a

i n
s

Great Hungarian
Plain

   N o r t h  E u r o p e a
n

 P
l
a

i
n

Paris

  Basin

V
o
sg

es
Danube

Danube

Drava

Sa va

Seine

Shan
n

o
n

Thames

   Tagus

Sa
ô

n
e

Vistula

W.  Dvin
a

V
lta

v
a

M e d
i

t
e

r
r a n e a n

N o r t h  S e a

B a l t
i

c
 

S
e

a

A T L A N T I C

O C E A N

Ebro

G
aronn

e

Lo ire

O
der

Po

R
h

ine

R
h

ô
n
e

Douro

Elbe

Land over 1000 metres

0 500 1000 1500 2000 km

0 250 500 750 1000 1250 miles

Map 1 The physical geography of western Eurasia, with inset extending
to the Paciûc

xviii General Maps

www.cambridge.org/9781009011136
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-01113-6 — Political Culture in the Latin West, Byzantium
and the Islamic World, c.700–c.1500
Edited by Catherine Holmes, Jonathan Shepard, Jo van Steenbergen, Björn Weiler
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Arabian Desert

Syrian
Desert

Great Kavir
Salt Desert

Karakum
Desert

Thar
Desert

Cyprus

Rhodes
Ta

urus

Cauc asus M
ts

Anti-
Taurus Elburz Mountains

Pamirs

Tian Shan

 P o n t i c  A l p s

F e r t i l e  C
r e

s c e
n

t

Z a g r o
s
 M

o
u

n
t a

i n
s

Iranian
Plateau

Anatolian
Plateau

Ural

V
o

lg
a

Volga

Aral
SeaC

a
s
p

i a
n

 S
e

a

B l a c k  S e a

Sea of
Azov

S e a

R
e

d
 

S
e

a

Persian Gulf

A r a b i a n  S e a

Deccan
Plateau

Him
alaya

M
ountains

   
 In

dus

Irtysh

O
b

Jaxartes (Syr Darya)

Neman

N
ile

O
xu

s ( Am
u Darya)

D
nieper

   D
on

Euphrate
s

Tig
ris

E U R A S I A N  S T E P P E S

Him
alaya Mts

Pamirs

Iranian
Plateau

Deccan
Plateau

Anatolian
Plateau

Tibetan
Plateau

Siberian Plateau

G

an ges

Gobi Desert
Taklamatan

Desert

P A C I F I C

O C E A N

Map 1 (cont.)

General Maps xix

www.cambridge.org/9781009011136
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-01113-6 — Political Culture in the Latin West, Byzantium
and the Islamic World, c.700–c.1500
Edited by Catherine Holmes, Jonathan Shepard, Jo van Steenbergen, Björn Weiler
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

A
R

A
B

IA

B
A

L
K

A
N

S
B

l
a

c
k

 
S

e
a

C
E

N
T

R
A

L
 

A
S

I
A

E
G

Y
P

T

IB
E
R

IA
N

P
E
N

IN
S
U

L
A

I
R

A
N

IR
A

Q

L
A

T
IN

 C
H

R
IS

T
E

N
D

O
M

/

L
A

T
IN

 W
E

S
T

N
O

R
T

H
 

A
F

R
I

C
A

R
U

S

 

S
T

E
P

P
E

S
V

O
L
G

A
B

U
L
G

A
R

IA

S
Y

R
IA

S
U

B
-

S
A

H
A

R
A

N
 

A
F

R
I

C
AA

S
IA

 M
IN

O
R

   N
ile

O

xu
s

M
e

d
i

t
e

r
r

a
n

e
a

n
 

S
e

a

C a sp ian  S ea

A
ra

l
S
e
a

0
1

0
0

0
2

0
0

0
3

0
0

0
 k

m

0
5

0
0

1
0

0
0

1
5

0
0

2
0

0
0

 m
il

e
s

N
IL

E
-T

O
-O

X
U

S-
R

E
G

IO
N

F
o

u
n

d
a

ti
o

n
 l
a

n
d

s 
o

f 
th

e
 B

y
z
a

n
ti

n
e

 e
m

p
ir

e

M
id

d
le

 E
a

st

M
ap

2
A
gu

id
e
to

so
m
e
o
f
th
e
m
ai
n
ge
o
gr
ap

h
ic
al

te
rm

in
o
lo
gy

u
se
d
in

th
is
vo

lu
m
e

www.cambridge.org/9781009011136
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-01113-6 — Political Culture in the Latin West, Byzantium
and the Islamic World, c.700–c.1500
Edited by Catherine Holmes, Jonathan Shepard, Jo van Steenbergen, Björn Weiler
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

SAFAVID EMPIRE

MUGHAL EMPIRE

OTTOMAN EMPIRE

UZBEK EMPIRE

OTTOMAN VASSALS

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 km

0 500 1000 1500 miles

BYZANTINE   EMPIRE

SASANIAN EMPIRE

Extent of Roman empire c. AD117
0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 km

0 250 500 750 1000 1250 1500 miles

Map 3 Empires before and after: a sketch of the pre-eminent polities
preceding and following this book’s timespan: (top) Rome in its heyday,
also showing Byzantium and the Sasanian empire in the sixth century;
(bottom) the ‘gunpowder empires’ in the sixteenth century

General Maps xxi

www.cambridge.org/9781009011136
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-01113-6 — Political Culture in the Latin West, Byzantium
and the Islamic World, c.700–c.1500
Edited by Catherine Holmes, Jonathan Shepard, Jo van Steenbergen, Björn Weiler
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

Cumber-
land

East
Anglia

Suffolk

Wessex

Connacht
Ulster

Munster

Leinster

D e s m o n d

Meath

Deheubarth

Gower

P
o

w
y
s        W

e
lsh

 M
a
rch

A
q

u
i t a i n e

Poitou

Armagnac

G
u

y
e

n
n

e

A
rto

is

A
n jo

u

N o r m a n d

y

B r i t t a n y
M

aine

B
l

o
i

s

Île-de-
France

N
o
rt

h
u

m
b

ri
a

Cornwall

Ponthieu

A T L A N T I C

O C E A N

G
w

yn
ed

d

Land over 1000 metres

0 100 200 300 400 km

0 50 100 150 200 250 miles

G
aronne

Loire

 Thames

Sh
an

n
o

n

Roussillon

W E S T E R N

  E M P I R E

North Sea

The growth of Valois Burgundy

F R A N C E

0 50 100 150 200 km

0 25 50 75 100 miles

Duchy of

Burgundy

C
o

u
n

ty
 o

f 
B
u
rg

u
nd

y

Up to 1384

Approximate
border of the
Empire

1384–1443

1465–76

Map 4 Regions of the Latin west mentioned in this volume, with inset
showing the growth of Valois Burgundy in the fourteenth and ûfteenth
centuries

xxii General Maps

www.cambridge.org/9781009011136
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-01113-6 — Political Culture in the Latin West, Byzantium
and the Islamic World, c.700–c.1500
Edited by Catherine Holmes, Jonathan Shepard, Jo van Steenbergen, Björn Weiler
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

B
ra

b
an

t

Lichtenstein

S i le s ia

Luxem
bourg

Swabia

Lower

Provence

B a v a r i a

S a x o n y

Tirol

Brandenburg

D
a
u
p
h
in

é

Savoy

A u s t r i a

n
 

M
a

r
c

h

W
u

rt
em

b
er

gUpper
Lorraine

B a l t i c  S
e

a

A
d

r

i a
t i c  S e a

Lorraine

Danube

Elbe

F
r i s i a

Mo rav i aB o he m
i a

Is
tr

ia

Tuscany

A

l
p

sCounty of
Burgundy

Fl
anders

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a

La
nguedoc

H

o
l l

a
n

d

H
ain

a
u

lt

Cham
pagne

N o r t h  S e a

Duchy of
Burgundy

O
d

e
r

Po

 R
h
in

e

R
h

ô
n

e
Sa

ô
n

e

Seine

Map 4 (cont.)

General Maps xxiii

www.cambridge.org/9781009011136
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-01113-6 — Political Culture in the Latin West, Byzantium
and the Islamic World, c.700–c.1500
Edited by Catherine Holmes, Jonathan Shepard, Jo van Steenbergen, Björn Weiler
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

R
.C

lyne

    Loire

A T L A N T I C

O C E A N

Isle of
Man

Canterbury

Derby

Durham

Ely
Huntingdon

Kingston-upon-
         Hull

Lancaster

Leicester

Lincoln

London

Salisbury

Westminster

York

Newark
Stoke Field

Newburgh Priory

Anglesey

      Uí
Chennselaig

Penarth

Swansea

Saint Omer

Crécy

Poitiers

Saint
Wandrille

Carcassonne

Calais

Béziers

Lusignan

Marmoutier

Orléans

Paris

Rouen

Montfort-
l’Amaury

Toulouse

Vincennes

Sh
an

n
o

n

Abbey

Battle

0 100 200 300 km

0 50 100 150 miles

 Tham
es

G
aronne

A t l a n t i c

O c e a n

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a

Territories recovered by the Christians
By 980
1080–1130
By 1210

By 1250
Muslim dominion
until 1492

0 100 200 km

0 100 miles50

Map 5 Places in the Latin west mentioned in this volume, with inset
showing the progress of the Spanish Reconquista

xxiv General Maps

www.cambridge.org/9781009011136
www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-009-01113-6 — Political Culture in the Latin West, Byzantium
and the Islamic World, c.700–c.1500
Edited by Catherine Holmes, Jonathan Shepard, Jo van Steenbergen, Björn Weiler
Frontmatter
More Information

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

R
h
in

e

A
l

p s

B a l t i c  S
e

a

A

d
r

i a
t i c  S e a

Loire

Sa
ôn

e

R
h

ô
n

e

N o r t h

S e a

M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S e a

Antwerp

Hapsburg

Utrecht

Besançon

Clairvaux

Cluny

Fleury

Strasbourg

Aachen

Brunswick

Cologne

Mainz

Rheims

Trier Worms

Freising

Gandersheim

AnhaltMerseburg

Nuremberg
Repgow

Schweinfurt

Wolfenbüttel

Venice

Genoa

Milan

Florence

Ferrara
Cremona

Aosta

Canossa

Padua

Pisa

Siena

Viterbo

Pavia

Hamburg

Magdeburg

Constance

Vienna

Innsbruck

Prague

Gniezno

Bruges

Avignon

Courtrai

Sens

O
d

e
r

Seine

Danube

Elbe

Po

Map 5 (cont.)

General Maps xxv

www.cambridge.org/9781009011136
www.cambridge.org

