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Getting Started in Recreational Astronomy

Paul E. Kinzer

Do you often look up at the night sky 
admiring its beauty and wonder how easy 

it would be to get started in observational 

astronomy? Do you ask yourself: Should I 
buy binoculars or a telescope? What can I 
expect to see?

This wonderful informal guide to astronomy has all the information an absolute 
beginner needs to get started. It explains the basic techniques and equipment 
you need for exploring the night sky, from observing with the naked eye to using 

binoculars and telescopes. It then takes you on a tour of the 
night sky, covering the Moon, Sun, stars, planets, and more. 
The author gives sound advice on purchasing affordable 

binoculars, telescopes, and accessories. The text is 
illustrated with photos taken by the author, showing 

how objects in the sky actually look through modest 
amateur equipment. Whether you are a parent 

thinking of buying a telescope for your children, 
or a newcomer yourself, this book has all you 

need to know to take the first steps into the 
fascinating world of astronomy.

For more information and to order your copy 
today, go to:   www.cambridge.org/stargazing 
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7th Edition

Ian Ridpath and Wil Tirion
➤	 Now in full colour throughout

➤	 Fully updated, containing planet positions and 		
	 forthcoming eclipses up to the end of 2011

➤	 The classic beginner’s guide to the night sky – 
	  over 100,000 copies sold

Reviews:
‘Wil Tirion’s sky charts are justly famous.  
With Ian Ridpath’s words, the combination is hard to beat.’ 	
Popular Astronomy

‘For those who want to learn about 
the constellations and bright stars this 
book is all that they’ll need.’	
Astronomy Now

‘I have not seen a better first guide  
to amateur astronomy.’ 
Malcolm Gough, The Observatory

For more information, a sample chapter  
and to buy online, go to:  
www.cambridge.org/monthlyskyguide 

2006  •  297 x 210mm  •  64pp  •  52 line figures
Paperback   	 978-0-521-68435-4	 £10.99

The Monthly Sky Guide

You may also like… 
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If you are not satisfied with your purchase please return the book to us in good condition within 30 days and we will be 
happy to refund you.
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1		  978-0-521-72859-1	 Stargazing Basics	 £11.99

2		  978-0-521-68435-4	T he Monthly Star Guide	 £10.99
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