
THE POLITICS AND CULTURE OF HONOUR
IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 1541–1641

Through an exploration of overlapping concepts of noble honour
amongst English and Irish elites, this book provides a cultural analysis
of ‘British’ high politics in the early modern period. Analysing
English- and Irish-language sources, Brendan Kane argues that
between the establishment of the Irish kingdom under the English
crown in 1541 and the Irish rebellion of 1641, honour played a powerful
role in determining the character of Anglo-Irish society, politics and
cultural contact. In this age, before the rise of a more bureaucratic and
participatory state, political power was intensely personal and largely
the concern of elites. And those elites were preoccupied with honour.
By exploring contemporary ‘honour politics’, this book brings a
cultural perspective to our understanding of the character of English
imperialism in Ireland and of the Irish responses to it. In so doing it
highlights understudied aspects of the origins of the ‘British’ state.
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A note on names and the citation of Irish words

What to call the various interest groups in late-medieval and early modern
Ireland has sparked tremendous debate over the years. For this study, I have
chosen to refer to the descendants in Ireland of the twelfth-century Anglo-
Norman invasion as ‘English-Irish’ when discussing the period before
roughly 1550, and as ‘Old English’ for later periods. Periodically, I use
‘Gael’ and ‘Gall’.1 These are traditional terms in Irish, the former meaning
‘native’, the latter ‘foreigner’.
In referencing names of Gaelic actors, I follow the convention of the

chosen source. At times this means I left them in their Gaelic original, and
did not ‘anglicize’ them. This I deemed worthwhile for readers who may
wish to consult the source in question, but who may not be prepared to
move from English forms of names back to their Irish originals.
In referencing Irish-language words, I use the present-day dictionary

form in the body of the text. Spelling and case variations in the original
sources are then given in parentheses, quotations, or in a footnote. When
citing the originals, I give them as they appear in the source rather than in
their dictionary forms. Thus in the lexical section (Chapter 2) there are
numerous instances in which the word in quotations looks different than
the one purported to be under investigation. Nevertheless, I believed this
would make tracking back to the original easier. Furthermore, quotations
from contemporary sources have typically been left in the original. On
occasion, however, I have silently expanded out abbreviations for the sake of
readability.

1 Here I follow suggestions found in Nicholas Canny, ‘Revising the revisionist’, IHS 118 (1996),
pp. 242–54.
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