
LIBERAL VALUES

Benjamin Constant and the Politics of Religion

In Liberal Values, Professor Rosenblatt presents a study of Benjamin
Constant’s intellectual development into a founding father of
modern liberalism, through a careful analysis of his evolving views
on religion. Constant’s life spanned the Enlightenment, the French
Revolution, Napoleon’s rise and rule, and the Bourbon Restoration.
Rosenblatt analyses Constant’s key role in many of this era’s heated
debates over the role of religion in politics, and in doing so, exposes
and addresses many misconceptions that have long reigned about
Constant and his period. In particular, Rosenblatt sheds light on
Constant’s major, yet much-neglected work, De la religion. Given
that the role of religion is, once again, center-stage in our political,
philosophical and historical arenas, Liberal Values constitutes a
major and timely revision of our understanding of the origins of
modern liberalism.

helena rosenblatt is Professor of History at Hunter College
and The Graduate Center of The City University of New York.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89825-6 - Liberal Values: Benjamin Constant and the Politics of Religion
Helena Rosenblatt
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521898256
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ideas in context 92

LIBERAL VALUES

Benjamin Constant and the Politics of Religion

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89825-6 - Liberal Values: Benjamin Constant and the Politics of Religion
Helena Rosenblatt
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521898256
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ideas in context

Edited by QUENTIN SKINNER and JAMES TULLY

The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual
traditions and of related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and
vocabularies that were generated will be set in the context of the
alternatives available within the contemporary frameworks of ideas and
institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution of such traditions,
and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that a new
picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts.
By this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of
the various sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen
to dissolve.
The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.
A list of books in the series will be found at the end of the volume.
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