Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-89536-1 - Husserl’s Crisis of the European Sciences and Transcendental
Phenomenology: An Introduction

Dermot Moran

Frontmatter

More information

HUSSERL'S CRISIS OF THE EUROPEAN
SCIENCES AND TRANSCENDENTAL
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‘The Crisis of the European Sciences is Husserl’s last and most influential
book, written in Nazi Germany where he was discriminated against
as a Jew. It incisively identifies the urgent moral and existential cri-
ses of the age, and defends the relevance of philosophy at a time of
both scientific progress and political barbarism. It is also a response
to Heidegger, offering Husserl’s own approach to the problems of
human finitude, history and culture. The Crisis introduces Husserl’s
influential notion of the ‘life-world’ — the pregiven, familiar envir-
onment that includes both ‘nature’ and ‘culture’ — and offers the best
introduction to his phenomenology as both method and philoso-
phy. Dermot Moran’s rich and accessible introduction to the Crisis
explains its intellectual and political context, its philosophical motiv-
ations and the themes that characterize it. His book will be invaluable
for students and scholars of Husserl’s work and of phenomenology
in general.

DERMOT MORAN is Professor of Philosophy at University College
Dublin. He is the author of 7he Philosophy of John Scottus Eriugena
(Cambridge, 1989), Edmund Husserl: Founder of Phenomenology
(2005) and Introduction to Phenomenology (2000), co-author of the
Husserl Dictionary (2011) and editor of 7he Routledge Companion ro
Twentieth-Century Philosophy (2008). He is founding editor of 7he
International Journal of Philosophical Studies.
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CAMBRIDGE INTRODUCTIONS TO KEY
PHILOSOPHICAL TEXTS

This series offers introductory textbooks on what are considered to be the
most important texts of Western philosophy. Each book guides the reader
through the main themes and arguments of the work in question, while
also paying attention to its historical context and its philosophical legacy.
No philosophical background knowledge is assumed, and the books will be

well suited to introductory university-level courses.

Titles published in the series:

DESCARTES’S MEDITATIONS by Catherine Wilson

WITTGENSTEIN'S PHILOSOPHICAL INVESTIGATIONS by
David G. Stern

WITTGENSTEIN’S TRACTATUS by Alfred Nordmann
ARISTOTLE’S NICOMACHEAN ETHICS by Michael Pakaluk
SPINOzA’s ETHICS by Steven Nadler

KANT’S CRITIQUE OF PURE REASON by Jill Vance Buroker
HEIDEGGER’S BEING AND TIME by Paul Gorner

KANT'S GROUNDWORK OF THE METAPHYSICS OF MORALS
by Sally Sedgwick

;
HEGEL’S PHENOMENOLOGY OF SPIRIT by Larry Krasnoff

NIETZSCHE'S ON THE GENEALOGY OF MORALITY by
Lawrence J. Hatab

RAWLS’S A THEORY OF JUSTICE by Jon Mandle

HUME’S A TREATISE OF HUMAN NATURE by John P. Wright
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This book is a critical study of Edmund Husserl’s last work, Crisis of
the European Sciences (partially published in 1936 and edited post-
humously in 1954), a work universally acknowledged as an endur-
ing masterpiece. The Crisis is one of the more successful of Husserl’s
major works in terms of its philosophical range, depth and accessibil-
ity. To write it, he had to overcome not only recurrent illness and the
trials of old age, but also personal discrimination and victimization
at the hands of the National Socialist regime in Germany. As he him-
self acknowledged, the practice of philosophy is a calling, a ‘vocation’
(Beruf), and as such presents a demanding challenge to the way one
lives and interprets one’s life. Writing this book has made me appre-
ciate more and more Husser!’s earnest dedication to philosophy as a
vocation and as a way of engaging reflectively with urgent problems
concerning the future of our contemporary scientific culture and
technologically shaped mode of living.

Husser!’s philosophical output was vast, and much of it consists of
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and published in the Husserliana series (now more than forty vol-
umes). As a consequence, Husserl scholarship is also vast and growing
strongly. Any study of Husserl’s Crisis of the European Sciences must
build on the work of previous scholars. Fortunately, Husser] has been
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cated scholars, and by the editorial activities of the various Husserl
Archives in Belgium, France, Germany and the United States, as well
as by the research promulgated at the annual meetings of the Husserl
Circle, founded in 1969, and in the journal Husser! Studies, founded
in 1984. With regard to the Crisis, one has especially to acknowledge
the original editorial work of Husser!’s assistant, Eugen Fink, as well
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Materialen viir
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List of abbreviations

Husserliana series, Edmund Husserl
Gesammelte Werke.

Husserl, Ideen zu einer reinen Phinomenologie
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Buch: Allgemeine Einfiihrung in die reine
Phinomenologie, Hua 111 (Ideas pertaining to a
Pure Phenomenology and to a Phenomenological
Philosophy, First Book, trans. F. Kersten)
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Philosophy, Second Book, trans. R. Rojcewicz
and A. Schuwer)

Husserl, Ideen zu einer reinen Phinomenologie
und phinomenologischen Philosophie. Drittes
Buch: Die Phinomenologie und die Fundamente
der Wissenschaften, Hua v (Ideas Pertaining to a
Pure Phenomenology and to a Phenomenological
Philosophy, Third Book, trans. T. E. Klein and
W.E. Pohl)

Hussetl, Die Idee der Phinomenologie, Hua 11
(ldea of Phenomenology, trans. L. Hardy)
Husserl, Die Krisis der europdischen
Wissenschaften und die transzendentale
Phinomenologie, ed. W. Biemel, Hua vr
Husserl, ‘Kant and the Idea of Transcendental
Philosophy’, trans. T. E. Klein and W. E. Pohl;
EP 1, Hua vir 230-87

Husserl, Logische Untersuchungen, Hua xvii1,
x1x/1 and x1x/2 (Logical Investigations, trans. ].
N. Findlay, ed. D. Moran, 2 vols.)

Husserl, Spdte Texte iiber Zeitkonstitation
(1929-1934): Die C-Manuskripte, ed. D.
Lohmar, Materialen Vol. vt

Derrida, Edmund Husserls Origin of Geometry:
An Introduction, trans. J.P. Leavey R]r., ed. D.B.
Allison.
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PES Brentano, Psychologie vom empirischen
Standpunkt (Psychology from an Empirical
Standpoint, trans. A.C. Rancurello, D.B. Terrell
and L.L. McAlister)

Phen. Psych. Husserl, Phinomenologische Psychologie:
Vorlesungen Sommersemester 1925, Hua x
(Phenomenological Psychology, trans. J. Scanlon)

PL Hussetl, Pariser Vortriige, Hua 1 (Paris Lectures,
trans. P. Koestenbaum)

PP Mertleau-Ponty, Phénoménologie de la perception,
1945 (Phenomenology of Perception, trans. C.
Smith)

Prol. Husserl, Prolegomena, Logische Untersuchungen
(Logical Investigations, trans. ]. N. Findlay)

PRS Husserl, Philosophie als strenge Wissenschaft, Hua
xxv (‘Philosophy as Rigorous Science’, trans.
M. Brainard)

SZ Heidegger, Sein und Zeit, 1927 (Being and
Time, trans. J. Macquarrie and E. Robinson)

Trans. Phen. Husserl,  Psychological — and — Transcendental

Phenomenology and the Confrontation with
Heidegger (1927-1931), trans. T. Palmer and R. E.
Palmer

In general, citations from Husserl will give the English translation
pagination (if any) followed by the Husserliana volume number and
German pagination. Thus, for the Crisis the reference will be ‘C’ fol-
lowed by the page number of the Carr translation (where available)
followed by ‘K’ for Hua v1 and the page number there, e.g. ‘C 3; K
). In the case of Ideas 1, the German pagination will be that of the
first edition of 1913, printed in the margin of the Husserliana edition.
For the Logical Investigations, the volume number of the English
translation will be indicated in bold, e.g. 1 or 1.
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