
Husserl’s  Crisis  of the European  
Sciences and Transcendental  

Phenomenology

The Crisis of the European Sciences is Husserl’s last and most influential 
book, written in Nazi Germany where he was discriminated against 
as a Jew. It incisively identifies the urgent moral and existential cri-
ses of the age, and defends the relevance of philosophy at a time of 
both scientific progress and political barbarism. It is also a response 
to Heidegger, offering Husserl’s own approach to the problems of 
human finitude, history and culture. The Crisis introduces Husserl’s 
influential notion of the ‘life-world’ – the pregiven, familiar envir-
onment that includes both ‘nature’ and ‘culture’ – and offers the best 
introduction to his phenomenology as both method and philoso-
phy. Dermot Moran’s rich and accessible introduction to the Crisis 
explains its intellectual and political context, its philosophical motiv-
ations and the themes that characterize it. His book will be invaluable 
for students and scholars of Husserl’s work and of phenomenology 
in general.
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Dublin. He is the author of The Philosophy of John Scottus Eriugena 
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Husserl Dictionary (2011) and editor of The Routledge Companion to 
Twentieth-Century Philosophy (2008). He is founding editor of The 
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x

This book is a critical study of Edmund Husserl’s last work, Crisis of 
the European Sciences (partially published in 1936 and edited post-
humously in 1954), a work universally acknowledged as an endur-
ing masterpiece. The Crisis is one of the more successful of Husserl’s 
major works in terms of its philosophical range, depth and accessibil-
ity. To write it, he had to overcome not only recurrent illness and the 
trials of old age, but also personal discrimination and victimization 
at the hands of the National Socialist regime in Germany. As he him-
self acknowledged, the practice of philosophy is a calling, a ‘vocation’ 
(Beruf  ), and as such presents a demanding challenge to the way one 
lives and interprets one’s life. Writing this book has made me appre-
ciate more and more Husserl’s earnest dedication to philosophy as a 
vocation and as a way of engaging reflectively with urgent problems 
concerning the future of our contemporary scientific culture and 
technologically shaped mode of living.

Husserl’s philosophical output was vast, and much of it consists of 
lecture notes and private research jottings that are still being edited 
and published in the Husserliana series (now more than forty vol-
umes). As a consequence, Husserl scholarship is also vast and growing 
strongly. Any study of Husserl’s Crisis of the European Sciences must 
build on the work of previous scholars. Fortunately, Husserl has been 
exceptionally well served by successive generations of loyal and dedi-
cated scholars, and by the editorial activities of the various Husserl 
Archives in Belgium, France, Germany and the United States, as well 
as by the research promulgated at the annual meetings of the Husserl 
Circle, founded in 1969, and in the journal Husserl Studies, founded 
in 1984. With regard to the Crisis, one has especially to acknowledge 
the original editorial work of Husserl’s assistant, Eugen Fink, as well 
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