
Husserl’s  Crisis  of the european  
sCienCes and transCendental  

phenomenology

The Crisis of the european sciences is Husserl’s last and most  influential 
book, written in Nazi Germany where he was discriminated against 
as a Jew. It incisively identifies the urgent moral and existential cri-
ses of the age, and defends the relevance of philosophy at a time of 
both scientific progress and political barbarism. It is also a response 
to Heidegger, offering Husserl’s own approach to the problems of 
human finitude, history and culture. The Crisis introduces Husserl’s 
influential notion of the ‘life-world’ – the pregiven, familiar envir-
onment that includes both ‘nature’ and ‘culture’ – and offers the best 
introduction to his phenomenology as both method and philoso-
phy. Dermot Moran’s rich and accessible introduction to the Crisis 
explains its intellectual and political context, its philosophical motiv-
ations and the themes that characterize it. His book will be invaluable 
for students and scholars of Husserl’s work and of phenomenology 
in general.

dermot moran is Professor of Philosophy at university College 
Dublin. He is the author of The philosophy of John scottus eriugena 
(Cambridge, 1989), edmund husserl: founder of phenomenology 
(2005) and introduction to phenomenology (2000), co-author of the 
husserl dictionary (2011) and editor of The routledge Companion to 
twentieth-Century philosophy (2008). He is founding editor of The 
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cambridge introductions to key 
philosophical texts

This series offers introductory textbooks on what are considered to be the 
most important texts of Western philosophy. each book guides the reader 
through the main themes and arguments of the work in question, while 
also paying attention to its historical context and its philosophical legacy. 
No philosophical background knowledge is assumed, and the books will be 
well suited to introductory university-level courses.
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x

This book is a critical study of edmund Husserl’s last work, Crisis of 
the european sciences (partially published in 1936 and edited post-
humously in 1954), a work universally acknowledged as an endur-
ing masterpiece. The Crisis is one of the more successful of Husserl’s 
major works in terms of its philosophical range, depth and accessibil-
ity. To write it, he had to overcome not only recurrent illness and the 
trials of old age, but also personal discrimination and victimization 
at the hands of the National socialist regime in Germany. As he him-
self acknowledged, the practice of philosophy is a calling, a ‘vocation’ 
(Beruf  ), and as such presents a demanding challenge to the way one 
lives and interprets one’s life. Writing this book has made me appre-
ciate more and more Husserl’s earnest dedication to philosophy as a 
vocation and as a way of engaging reflectively with urgent problems 
concerning the future of our contemporary scientific culture and 
technologically shaped mode of living.

Husserl’s philosophical output was vast, and much of it consists of 
lecture notes and private research jottings that are still being edited 
and published in the Husserliana series (now more than forty vol-
umes). As a consequence, Husserl scholarship is also vast and growing 
strongly. Any study of Husserl’s Crisis of the european sciences must 
build on the work of previous scholars. Fortunately, Husserl has been 
exceptionally well served by successive generations of loyal and dedi-
cated scholars, and by the editorial activities of the various Husserl 
Archives in Belgium, France, Germany and the united states, as well 
as by the research promulgated at the annual meetings of the Husserl 
Circle, founded in 1969, and in the journal husserl studies, founded 
in 1984. With regard to the Crisis, one has especially to acknowledge 
the original editorial work of Husserl’s assistant, eugen Fink, as well 

acknowledgements 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89536-1 - Husserl’s Crisis of the European Sciences and Transcendental
Phenomenology: An Introduction
Dermot Moran
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521895361
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


acknowledgements xi

as that of Walter Biemel, the editor of Husserliana Volume vi and 
other Husserliana volumes.

I would like here to acknowledge gratefully the contribution of a 
number of Husserl scholars who in one way or another have assisted 
me. I am grateful to David Carr for discussions and for his lucid and 
fluid english translation of the main parts of the Crisis, which is the 
basis for this study. I have also benefited from consulting Gérard 
Granel’s elegant and free-flowing French translation. I have also to 
acknowledge other scholars who have recently written illuminatingly 
on the Crisis, in particular two monographs – James Dodd’s Crisis 
and reflection: an essay on edmund husserl’s Crisis of the european 
sciences (2004) and ernst Wolfgang orth’s edmund husserls Krisis der 
europäischen Wissenschaften und die transzendentale phänomenologie: 
Vernunft und Kultur (1999) – as well as two recent collections of 
essays: Jean-Claude Gens, ed., la Krisis de husserl: approches con-
temporaines (2008), and David Hyder and Hans-Jörg rheinberger, 
eds., science and the life-World: essays on husserl’s ‘Crisis of european 
sciences’ (2010). Clearly, interest in Husserl’s Crisis continues to grow, 
and I hope this book will continue the debate concerning the mean-
ing of Husserl’s last work.

I want to thank the Husserl Archief of the Katholieke universiteit 
leuven, Belgium, its current director, ullrich Melle, and researchers 
Thomas Vongehr and Filip Mattens, for their assistance. I record my 
thanks here also to those with whom I have had discussions con-
cerning the Crisis, especially Jocelyn Benoist, John Brough, David 
Carr, steven Galt Crowell, John J. Drummond, lester embree, Jean-
Claude Gens, George Heffernan, elmar Holenstein, Burt Hopkins, 
Hanne Jacobs, leonard lawlor, sebastian luft, Jeff Malpas, Tom 
Nenon, Hans-rainer sepp, Ted Toadvine, Nicolas de Warren and 
Dan Zahavi. special thanks go to lubica učnik and Ivan Chvatík 
for providing me with material on Husserl’s student Jan Patočka. I 
would also like to thank sara Heinämaa for inviting me to discuss the 
Crisis at a seminar at the Helsinki Collegium for Advanced studies, 
Helsinki, Finland, in May 2010, and I thank the participants for their 
comments, especially Jussi Backman, Mirja Hartimo, Tim Miettinen, 
simo Pulkkinen and Joona Taipale. I also want specially to thank 
Professors Cheung Chan-Fai, Kwan Tze-Wan and lau Kwok-Ying 
for inviting me to participate in the Fourth International Masterclass 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89536-1 - Husserl’s Crisis of the European Sciences and Transcendental
Phenomenology: An Introduction
Dermot Moran
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521895361
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


acknowledgementsxii

in Phenomenology held at the Chinese university of Hong Kong in 
July 2010. I want in particular to thank the academic staff, especially 
my co-presenter, Mauro Carbone, Yu Chung-Chi and the gradu-
ate students from six Asian countries (China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
Japan, Korea and the Philippines) who actively and enthusiastically 
participated in this seminar, and from whom I learned a great deal.

Much of the research and writing on this book was conducted 
under the auspices of the Irish research Council for Humanities and 
social sciences (IrCHss) research project on ‘The Phenomenology 
of Consciousness and subjectivity (2008–2010)’, of which I was 
principal investigator. Thanks go also to the IrCHss postdoctoral 
researcher rasmus Thybo Jensen and visiting doctoral student Ignacio 
de los reyes. I also want to thank the Australian research Council 
for their support for this book as part of the ArC Discovery Project, 
‘Judgment, responsibility and the life-World: The Phenomenological 
Critique of Formalism (2010–2013)’.

Thanks go also to my colleagues in the school of Philosophy at 
university College Dublin, especially Maria Baghramian, Joseph 
Cohen, Maeve Cooke, Tim Mooney and Jim o’shea, for their philo-
sophical discussions on aspects of Husserl. I would like to record 
my special thanks to the students who participated in my Husserl 
seminars in university College Dublin and Trinity College Dublin, 
whose ideas and questions greatly assisted me in clarifying my ideas 
about Husserl. special thanks are due to visiting erAsMus student 
lukas steinacher, who collaborated with me in the translation of 
Husserl’s 1935 letter to lévy-Bruhl, and uCD postgraduate David 
Florcyzk Jones for his assistance in the translation of Husserl’s Draft 
Preface to section 3 of the Crisis.

Thanks are also due to Cambridge university Press and especially 
to Hilary Gaskin for her patience and for her editorial comments on 
early drafts, and to the four anonymous referees and the clearance 
reviewer for their helpful critical comments.

last, but not least, I would like to thank my family for their sup-
port, especially my wife, loretta, and our three children, Katie, eoin 
and Hannah, and of course, our new sheepdog, Charlie.

 

 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89536-1 - Husserl’s Crisis of the European Sciences and Transcendental
Phenomenology: An Introduction
Dermot Moran
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521895361
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xiii

APs  Husserl, analysen zur passiven synthesis, Hua xi 
(analyses Concerning passive and active synthesis, 
trans. A. J. steinbock)

Briefwechsel  Husserl, Briefwechsel, ed. K. and e. 
schuhmann, 10 vols.

BPP  Husserl, grundprobleme der phänomenologie, 
Hua xiii (The Basic problems of phenomenology, 
trans. I. Farin and J. G. Hart)

C  Husserl, The Crisis of european sciences, trans. 
D. Carr.

CM  Husserl, Cartesianische meditationen, Hua i 
(Cartesian meditations, trans. D. Cairns)

Chronik  husserl-Chronik: denk- und lebensweg edmund 
husserls, ed. K. schuhmann

Dr  Husserl, ding und raum, Hua xvi (Thing and 
space: lectures of 1907, trans. r. rojcewicz)

eP i  Husserl, erste philosophie (1923/1924). erster 
Teil: Kritische ideengeschichte, Hua vii

eu  Husserl, erfahrung und urteil, rev. and ed. l. 
landgrebe (experience and Judgment, trans. J. s. 
Churchill and K. Ameriks)

FTl  Husserl, formale und transzendentale logik, 
Hua xvii (formal and transcendental logic, 
trans. D. Cairns)

GA  Heidegger, gesamtausgabe
HsW  Husserl, shorter Works, trans. and ed. F. elliston 

and P. McCormick

abbreviations

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-89536-1 - Husserl’s Crisis of the European Sciences and Transcendental
Phenomenology: An Introduction
Dermot Moran
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521895361
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


list of abbreviationsxiv

Hua  Husserliana series, edmund Husserl 
gesammelte Werke.

ideas i  Husserl, ideen zu einer reinen phänomenologie 
und phänomenologischen philosophie. erstes 
Buch: allgemeine einführung in die reine 
phänomenologie, Hua iii (ideas pertaining to a 
pure phenomenology and to a phenomenological 
philosophy, first Book, trans. F. Kersten)

ideas ii  Husserl, ideen zu einer reinen phänomenologie 
und phänomenologischen philosophie. Zweites 
Buch: phänomenologische untersuchungen zur 
Konstitution, Hua iv (ideas pertaining to a 
pure phenomenology and to a phenomenological 
philosophy, second Book, trans. r. rojcewicz 
and A. schuwer)

ideas iii  Husserl, ideen zu einer reinen phänomenologie 
und phänomenologischen philosophie. Drittes 
Buch: die phänomenologie und die fundamente 
der Wissenschaften, Hua v (ideas pertaining to a 
pure phenomenology and to a phenomenological 
philosophy, Third Book, trans. T. e. Klein and 
W.e. Pohl)

IP  Husserl, die idee der phänomenologie, Hua ii 
(idea of phenomenology, trans. l. Hardy)

K  Husserl, die Krisis der europäischen 
Wissenschaften und die transzendentale 
phänomenologie, ed. W. Biemel, Hua vi

KITP  Husserl, ‘Kant and the Idea of Transcendental 
Philosophy’, trans. T. e. Klein and W. e. Pohl; 
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1’). In the case of ideas i, the German pagination will be that of the 
first edition of 1913, printed in the margin of the Husserliana edition. 
For the logical investigations, the volume number of the english 
translation will be indicated in bold, e.g. i or ii.
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