
Romance languages

Ti Alkire and Carol Rosen trace the changes that led from colloquial Latin to five 
major Romance languages, those which ultimately became national or transnational 
languages: Spanish, French, Italian, Portuguese, and Romanian. Trends in spoken 
Latin altered or dismantled older categories in phonology and morphology, while 
the regional varieties of speech, evolving under diverse influences, formed new 
grammatical patterns, each creating its own internal regularities. Documentary 
sources for spoken Latin show the beginnings of this process, which comes to full 
fruition in the medieval emergence of written Romance languages. This book newly 
distills the facts into an appealing program of study, including exercises, and makes 
the difficult issues clear, taking well-motivated and sometimes innovative stands. It 
provides not only an essential guide for those new to the topic, but also a reliable 
compendium for the specialist.

TI ALKIRE is a senior lecturer in the Department of Romance Studies at Cornell 
University. Besides historical Romance linguistics, his research interests include sty-
listics, translation theory, and current variation in French and Italian.

CAROL ROSEN is a professor of Linguistics and Romance Studies at Cornell University. 
Her work in language typology, grammatical relations, and formal theory design 
lends a special character to her research in Romance linguistics, ranging over histor-
ical and contemporary topics.
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ix

Like general linguistics, Romance linguistics in the modern sense of the term 
traces its origins to the early decades of the nineteenth century. Given the weight 
of the accumulated scholarship, any work on the present topic will necessar-
ily be derivative. In this book we do take some stands and venture some new 
analyses, but our debt to earlier researchers is immeasurable, beyond what 
our quotations and citations can convey.

We extend thanks to the colleagues who put their expertise at our dis-
posal: Wayles Browne, Diego de Acosta, Anton Goţia, Wayne Harbert, Adam 
Ledgeway, Alan Nussbaum, Ştefan Oltean, Nigel Vincent, Michael Weiss, and 
especially Emily Scida, who contributed the chapter on Portuguese. In the pro-
duction process the book benefited from the thoughtful and painstaking assist-
ance of Chris Jackson and Kimberly Page Will. Heartfelt thanks go also to David 
Rosen for his concrete help and unflagging encouragement.
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