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‘Dialogue’ was invented as a written form in democratic Athens and
made a celebrated and popular literary and philosophical style by
Plato. Yet it almost completely disappeared in the Christian empire
of late antiquity. This book, the first general and systematic study of
the genre in antiquity, asks: who wrote dialogues and why? Why did
dialogue no longer attract writers in the later period in the same way?
Investigating dialogue goes to the heart of the central issues of power,
authority, openness and playfulness in changing cultural contexts.
This book analyses the relationship between literary form and cultural
authority in a new and exciting way, and encourages closer reflection
about the purpose of dialogue in its wider social, cultural and religious
contexts in today’s world.

SIMON GOLDHILL is Professor of Greek at the University of
Cambridge and a Fellow of King’s College. He has published widely
on many aspects of Greek literature, including Reading Greek Tragedy
(1986), Foucault’s Virginity (1995), Who Needs Greek? (2002) and How
to Stage Greek Tragedy Today (2007). He is in demand as a lecturer all

over the world and is a regular broadcaster on radio and television.
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and Intertextuality (1990); Carnal Israel (1993); Paul: a Radical Jew (1997);
Border Lines (2004), which have become standards of the modern
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The Fall of the Roman Household, was published in 2007.

MATTHEW DAL SANTO is a Junior Research Fellow in History at Trinity

College, Cambridge.
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was one of Choice’s outstanding academic books of 2003.
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EMILY GREENWOOD is Lecturer in Classics at St Andrews. Her first book,
Thucydides and the Shaping of History, was published in 2006. She has
also co-edited two volumes of essays, one on Herodotus, Reading Herodotus
(2007), and one on the modern reception of Homer, Homer in the
Twentieth Century (2007).

JASON KONIG is Lecturer in Classics at St Andrews. His first book,
Athletics and Literature in the Roman Empire, was published in 200s.
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RICHARD LIM is Professor of History at Smith College. His book Public
Disputation, Power, and Social Order in Late Antiquity (1995) has become
a standard work on the history of late antiquity.

ALEX LONG is now a Lecturer in Classics at St Andrews. His PhD thesis
discusses Plato’s conception of dialectic and uses of dialogue form.

RICHARD MILES is a fellow of Trinity Hall, Cambridge. He is an expert
on late antique culture who is currently writing a book for Penguin on
Carthage, following on from his major excavations there. He is the editor
of Constructing Identities in Late Antiquity (1999).

MALCOLM SCHOFIELD is Professor of Ancient Philosophy at Cambridge.
He has worked in many fields of ancient philosophy, and is author of a
series of major articles on Cicero’s philosophical writings, as well as the
seminal 7he Presocratic Philosophers (with G. Kirk and ]. Raven) and 7%e
Stoic Idea of the City. His most recent book is Plato: Political Philosophy
(2006).

SETH SCHWARTZ is currently Professor of History at the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York. His prize-winning book, Imperialism and Jewish
Society (2001), is on the cultural interaction of Jews and Empire culture,
and he is now finishing a book on ideas of reciprocity in Jewish culture.
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