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advice found in this collection will take root in educators’ practice, rather than being
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Gifted Education, and Rethinking Gifted Education. He serves on the editorial boards
of Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity, and the Arts; Journal of Creative Behavior; and
Journal of Educational Research and is Associate Editor for the International Journal
of Creativity and Problem Solving. He is the 2008 recipient of the Daniel E. Berlyne
Award from the American Psychological Association’s Division 10. He has also received
awards for excellence in teaching, including the 2005-2006 Crystal Apple Ersted Award
for Outstanding Teaching from the University of Oregon.

James C. Kaufman, PhD, is Associate Professor of Psychology at the California State
University at San Bernardino, where he directs the Learning Research Institute. His
research broadly focuses on nurturing and encouraging creativity. He is specifically
interested in creativity’s role in fairness, everyday creativity, increasing creativity in the
classroom, and the structure and assessment of creativity. He is also interested in related
topics such as intelligence, personality, motivation, and thinking styles. Kaufman is the
author or editor of sixteen books, either published or in press, including Creativity 101,
Essentials of Creativity Assessment (with Jonathan Plucker and John Baer), International
Handbook of Creativity (with Robert Sternberg), and Applied Intelligence (with Robert
Sternberg and Elena Grigorenko). His research has been featured and discussed in
the articles or broadcasts of CNN, NPR, The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, The
New Yorker, and the BBC. Kaufman is a founding coeditor of the official journal for
the APA’s Division 10, Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity, and the Arts, and edits the
International Journal for Creativity and Problem Solving. He also is Associate Editor
of Psychological Assessment and the Journal of Creative Behavior. He received the 2003
Daniel E. Berlyne Award from APA’s Division 10, the 2008 E. Paul Torrance Award
from the National Association of Gifted Children, and the 2009 Early Career Research
Award from the Western Psychological Association.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887274
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88727-4 - Nurturing Creativity in the Classroom
Edited by Ronald A. Beghetto and James C. Kaufman
Frontmatter

More information

Nurturing Creativity in the Classroom

Edited by
Ronald A. Beghetto

University of Oregon

James C. Kaufman

California State University at San Bernardino

IS CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887274
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88727-4 - Nurturing Creativity in the Classroom
Edited by Ronald A. Beghetto and James C. Kaufman
Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
Sao Paulo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Cambridge University Press
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013-2473, USA

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521715201

© Cambridge University Press 2010

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2010

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data

Nurturing creativity in the classroom / edited by Ronald A. Beghetto,
James C. Kaufman.
. cm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-521-88727-4 (hardback)
1. Creative thinking. 2. Creative ability. 1. Beghetto, Ronald A., 1969—
1I. Kaufman, James C. III. Title.
LB1062.N87 2010
370.15'2 — dc22 2009047359

ISBN 978-0-521-88727-4 Hardback
ISBN 978-0-521-71520-1 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in
this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887274
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88727-4 - Nurturing Creativity in the Classroom
Edited by Ronald A. Beghetto and James C. Kaufman
Frontmatter

More information

This book is dedicated, with much love, to Jeralynn — my wife, best friend,
and most ardent supporter.
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PREFACE

In addition to being creativity researchers, both of us are fathers of young chil-
dren. As we watched Olivia and Jacob develop, the importance of an educational
system that values creativity has become increasingly salient. Our children have
an advantage in that their fathers value creativity (perhaps too much!). Like so
many other parents, we are committed to providing diverse learning opportu-
nities for our children. However, this commitment is not enough.

As college professors, both of us have seen many types of students. We see
the student who is utterly convinced she is not creative and yet surprises herself
by sharing a profoundly creative idea in class or on an assignment. Another
student believes he is not creative and initially has no interest in cultivating
his creativity. Yet another sees herself as a creative musician but fails to see any
creativity in science or mathematics. It takes time and effort for these students
to shake off their (mis)conceptions about creativity.

Then, there are the students we never see, those who have had limited
opportunities to develop their creative potential. Not only do these students
fail to find success in school, often for capricious and unjust reasons, but they
may also believe that they lost what little spark of creativity and curiosity they
had before entering formal schooling.

Finally, there are those students who have been mentored, supported
by inspirational teachers, and (when appropriate) left alone to develop their
creative potential. We are not too worried about these students; however, they,
too, should not be forgotten. It is our hope that this book inspires educators,
parents, and researchers to ensure that all students have an opportunity to find,
nurture, and sustain their creative potential.

Such a goal is ambitious and one that we cannot hope to accomplish alone.
We therefore selected contributors who we not only respected and admired
but who we thought could most directly address the challenge of supporting
creativity in the classroom. We hope that you will enjoy and draw as much
insight and inspiration from these essays as we have. We close the book with a
coda that highlights twenty key points and repeated motifs across the chapters.

xi
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