
Linguistics at School

Linguistics is a subject that has remained largely confined to the academy,
rather than being integrated into school curricula. This is unfortunate but not
surprising as, although some teacher education programs include courses on
linguistics, it is not comprehensively integrated into teacher education, so it is
largely absent from the curriculum.

This volume brings together a team of leaders in the field of linguistics and
education, to provide an overview of the current state of research and practice.
It demonstrates changes which can be made to teaching, such as revising
teachers’ preparation, developing and implementing practical applications of
linguistics in both primary and secondary classrooms, partnering linguists with
classroom teachers, and working to improve state and national education
standards. The contributors emphasize the importance of collaboration
between professional linguists and educators in order to meet a common
goal: to raise awareness of the workings of language.

The editors
KR IST IN DENHAM is Associate Professor of English and Linguistics at
Western Washington University. Her work includes articles on theoretical
syntax and linguistics in education and she is co-editor with Anne Lobeck of
Language in Schools: Integrating Linguistic Knowledge into K-12 Education
(2005). Denham and Lobeck are also co-authors of Linguistics for Everyone:
An Introduction (2009).

ANNE LOBECK is Professor of English and Linguistics at Western Washington
University. Her work includes articles on theoretical syntax and linguistics
in education, and in addition to her two books with Kristin Denham she is
author of Ellipsis: Functional Heads, Licensing and Identification (1995) and
Discovering Grammar: An Introduction to English Sentence Structure (2000).

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Linguistics at School
Language Awareness in Primary and
Secondary Education

Edited by

Kristin Denham

and
Anne Lobeck

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambr idge univers ity pres s
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore,
São Paulo, Delhi, Dubai, Tokyo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521887014

© Cambridge University Press 2010

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2010

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN 978-0-521-88701-4 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party Internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Notes on contributors page viii
Foreword: The challenge for education
ray jackendoff xiii

Introduction
kristin denham and anne lobeck 1

Part I Linguistics from the top down: encouraging
institutional change 7

Introduction to Part I
kristin denham and anne lobeck 9

1 Ideologies of language, art, and science
edwin battistella 13

2 Bringing linguistics into the school curriculum: not one less
wayne o’neil 24

3 How linguistics has influenced schools in England
richard hudson 35

4 Supporting the teaching of knowledge about language in
Scottish schools
graeme trousdale 49

5 Envisioning linguistics in secondary education: an Australian
exemplar
jean mulder 62

6 Linguistics and educational standards: the California experience
carol lord and sharon klein 76

v

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


7 Developing sociolinguistic curricula that help teachers meet standards
jeffrey reaser 91

8 Linguistic development in children’s writing: changing classroom
pedagogies
debra myhill 106

Part II Linguistics from the bottom up: encouraging
classroom change 123

Introduction to Part II
kristin denham and anne lobeck 125

9 From cold shoulder to funded welcome: lessons from the
trenches of dialectally diverse classrooms
rebecca s. wheeler 129

10 Positioning linguists as learners in K-12 schools
long peng and jean ann 149

11 Fostering teacher change: effective professional development for
sociolinguistic diversity
julie sweetland 161

12 On promoting linguistics literacy: bringing language science
to the English classroom
maya honda, wayne o’neil, and david pippin 175

13 Linguistics in a primary school
kristin denham 189

14 Educating linguists: how partner teaching enriches linguistics
anne lobeck 204

15 The Linguistic Olympiads: academic competitions in linguistics
for secondary school students
ivan derzhanski and thomas payne 213

Part III Vignettes: voices from the classroom 227

Introduction to Part III
kristin denham and anne lobeck 229

16 And you can all say haboo: enriching the standard language arts
curriculum with linguistic analysis
angela roh 234

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


17 Code switching: connecting written and spoken language patterns
karren mayer and kirstin new 240

18 A primary teacher’s linguistic journey
deidre carlson 244

19 Why do VCE English Language?
caroline thomas and sara wawer 251

20 Language lessons in an American middle school
athena mcnulty 257

21 The diary of Opal Whiteley: a literary and linguistic mystery
david pippin 264

22 Using the Voices of North Carolina curriculum
leatha fields-carey and suzanne sweat 272

23 A-level English Language teaching in London
dan clayton 277

References 282
Index 303

Contents vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Notes on contributors

JEAN ANN is an associate professor of Linguistics at the State University of New
York, Oswego. Her research concerns the relationship between linguistics and
K-12 teaching, L2 sound systems, TESOL in urban schools, and the structure
and use of sign languages. She conducts professional development with ESL/
bilingual teachers. Her recent publications include a book about Taiwan Sign
Language handshapes and an article about urban education.

EDWIN BATT ISTELLA is Professor of English and Writing at Southern Oregon
University in Ashland, where he served as Dean of the School of Arts and
Letters and as Interim Provost. His publications include four books:
Markedness: The Evaluative Superstructure of Language (1990), The Logic
of Markedness (1996), Bad Language: Are Some Words Better Than Others?
(2005), and Do You Make These Mistakes in English? The Story of Sherwin
Cody’s Famous Language School (2008). Battistella’s work has also appeared
in the Chronicle of Higher Education, Academe, and the Vocabula Review, and
he is currently the co-editor-in-chief of Wiley-Blackwell’s Language and
Linguistic Compass.

DE IDRE CARLSON taught in a public elementary school setting for eighteen
years before becoming a private school teacher. She holds degrees in English
and Education. She is currently working on the curriculum for Fairhaven Girls’
School in Bellingham, Washington, and is excited about developing a strong
linguistics program within that curriculum.

DAN CLAYTON teaches English Language A-level to 16–18-year-olds at
St. Francis Xavier Sixth Form College in south London and is an A-level
examiner. He runs a Language blog aimed at students and teachers of English
Language (http://englishlangsfx.blogspot.com/) and has been involved in forg-
ing links between university linguists and A-level teachers with a series of
conferences and workshops.

KR IST IN DENHAM is Associate Professor of Linguistics in the English
Department at Western Washington University. Her current research focus is

viii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


on the integration of linguistics into K-12 education. She and Anne Lobeck
received a National Science Foundation grant for the integration of linguistics in
education, and they are also co-editors of Language in the Schools: Integrating
Linguistic Knowledge into K-12 Teaching (2005). They are co-authors of
Linguistics for Everyone (2009), an introductory linguistics textbook, as well
as other textbooks for teachers.

IVAN DERZHANSK I has been the principal person in charge of the extracurric-
ular activities in linguistics for secondary school students in Bulgaria since
1998. He is one of the founders of the International Olympiad in Linguistics and
a keymember of its organizing committee, problem committee, and jury. He has
authored over fifty linguistic problems.

LEATHA F IELDS-CAREY teaches English at Johnston County Middle College
High School in Smithfield, North Carolina. She has taught for sixteen years with
the Johnston County school system and is certified by the National Board for
Professional Teaching Standards.

MAYA HONDA is an associate professor of Human Development at Wheelock
College in Boston. Her work in linguistics education focuses on making
linguistic inquiry conceptually accessible to all students. She is co-author
with Wayne O’Neil of Understanding First and Second Language
Acquisition (2004) and Thinking Linguistically: A Scientific Approach to
Language (2008).

R ICHARD HUDSON ’s interest in educational linguistics started in the 1960s
while working with Michael Halliday and continued as a sideline through a
career at University College London in descriptive and theoretical linguistics.
He continues to build bridges between linguistics and schools, such as down-
loadable material on grammar for teachers at www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/dick/
education.htm.

RAY JACKENDOFF is Seth Merrin Professor of Philosophy and Co-Director of
the Center for Cognitive Studies at Tufts University. His primary research is on
the semantics of human languages and its connections to the conceptual system
and to linguistic expression. He was 2003 President of the Linguistic Society of
America and also the 2003 recipient of the Jean Nicod Prize in Cognitive
Philosophy. His books include Foundations of Language and Language,
Consciousness, Culture.

SHARON KLE IN is a professor of Linguistics in the English Department and
Linguistics/TESL Program at California State University, Northridge. She has
worked and taught in several areas of educational linguistics, with a commit-
ment to raising preparing teachers’ awareness both of aspects of language itself
and of the nature of linguistics as a critical field of inquiry.

Notes on contributors ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


ANNE LOBECK is Professor of English at Western Washington University. Her
publications include Discovering Grammar: An Introduction to English
Sentence Structure (2000), and as co-editor with Kristin Denham, of
Language in the Schools: Integrating Linguistic Knowledge into K-12
Teaching (2005). Lobeck and Denham are also co-principal investigators on a
National Science Foundation grant to improve linguistics education in elemen-
tary and secondary schools.

CAROL LORD has a joint appointment at California State University Long Beach
as Associate Professor in the Department of Teacher Education and the
Department of Linguistics. Her research interests include literacy development,
language issues in content area assessment, grammaticalization, and African
languages. A former public school teacher, she is currently investigating the
efficacy of electronic books in after-school programs for struggling readers.

KARREN MAYER has worked twenty-six years as a kindergarten, 1st-, and 2nd-
grade teacher, and currently serves as a communication skills specialist for
Norfolk Public Schools, working with K-5 students. She also does ongoing staff
development with teachers. She is currently working at Larchmont Elementary
in Norfolk, Virginia. She received a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood
Education and a master of science degree in Education, specializing in reading.

ATHENA MCNULTY is an 8th-grade English teacher at Cascade Middle School
in Sedro-Woolley, Washington. She has a BA in English, and an MA in
Teaching, both from Western Washington University, where, as part of her
BA degree, Athena took linguistics courses from Anne Lobeck. McNulty
and Lobeck worked together as partner teachers at Cascade Middle School
in 2007.

JEAN MULDER is a senior lecturer in the School of Languages and Linguistics at
the University of Melbourne. Her research ranges over educational linguistics,
language documentation, and grammatical and discourse analysis, covering a
variety of languages including Australian English, Sm’algyax (Canada),
Ganalbingu (Australia), siSwati (Swaziland), Cree (Canada), and the
Philippine languages.

DEBRA MYHILL is Professor of Education at the University of Exeter, and Head
of the School of Education. Her research interests focus principally on aspects
of language and literacy teaching, including underachievement, equality issues,
children’s writing, and talk in the classroom. She is the author of Better Writers
(2001), Talking, Listening, Learning: Effective Talk in the Primary Classroom
(2006), and the Handbook of Writing Development (forthcoming).

K IRST IN NEW has worked as a 1st- and 2nd-grade teacher and as a communi-
cation skills specialist for Norfolk Public Schools. She is currently working as a

x Notes on contributors

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


literacy teacher at Larchmont Elementary School in Norfolk, Virginia. She
received a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education and a master of
science degree in Education, specializing in reading.

WAYNE O ’NEIL is Professor of Linguistics at MIT and an instructor in
human development at Wheelock College, working on linguistics in the
school curriculum and second-language acquisition. With Maya Honda, he
is co-author of Understanding First and Second Language Acquisition
(2004) and Thinking Linguistically (2007). O’Neil has long been connected
with educational practice: at Oregon Curriculum Study Project (1962–1966),
at Harvard University (1965–1973; 1977–1986), and at Wheelock College
(1991–).

THOMAS PAYNE is a linguistics consultant with SIL International, and general
co-chair of the North American Computational Linguistics Olympiad. He has
done major linguistic fieldwork on North American, South American, and
Austronesian languages. He is the founder of the US Linguistics Olympiad
and an advisory board member of the International Linguistics Olympiad.

LONG PENG is an associate professor of Linguistics at the State University of
New York, Oswego. His research focuses on phonology and education. The
phenomena he has studied span languages from Kikuyu, Warao, and Taiwan
Sign Language to Hong Kong and Singapore English, Nigerian English, and
English of Spanish speakers. His work in education concentrates on linguistics
in K-12 schools, urban education, and education research.

DAVID P IPP IN teaches English and boatbuilding at Billings Middle School in
Seattle,Washington and has taught for eighteen years in both public and private
schools at the elementary and middle school levels. It was a need to bring a
constructivist pedagogy to the English curriculum that led him to the field nine
years ago. Formal training came at the 2005 Linguistics Society of America’s
summer institute.

JEFFREY REASER is an assistant professor in the teacher education and linguis-
tics programs at NC State University. His primary research involves develop-
ing, implementing, and measuring the effects of dialect awareness programs in
the public schools. He is co-author of the Do You Speak American? and Voices
of North Carolina curricula.

ANGELA ROH has been an educator in the public school system for the past eight
years, and currently teaches language arts at Oliver M. Hazen High School in
Renton, Washington. She holds bachelor’s degrees in Linguistics and
Secondary English Education, both earned at Western Washington University.
She has also earned a master’s degree from Lesley University in Educational
Curriculum and Instruction.

Notes on contributors xi

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


SUZANNE SWEAT currently teaches Freshmen English at Clayton High School.
She received her undergraduate degree in Journalism from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and her teaching certificate from East Carolina
University.

JUL IE SWEETLAND is a senior research associate at the Center for Inspired
Teaching, where her current research projects focus on the nature of teaching
and learning in District of Columbia public schools and the process of teacher
change. Julie has several years of experience as a classroom teacher in a variety
of urban contexts and a background in curriculum design. She is a graduate of
Georgetown University, where she first got interested in educational linguistics,
and holds an MS and Ph.D. in Linguistics from Stanford University.

CAROLINE THOMAS has been teaching English and ESL for over thirty years. A
keen interest and studies in Linguistics at the University of Melbourne inspired
her involvement in English Language. She has participated in its development
as a teacher, examiner, co-author of a textbook, and provider of professional
development and tutor.

GRAEME TROUSDALE is a senior lecturer in English Language at the University
of Edinburgh. In addition to research interests in grammaticalization,
Construction Grammar, and non-standard varieties of English, he is committed
to work in educational linguistics, particularly that which involves collaboration
with high school teachers and students across the United Kingdom.

SARA WAWER has been a teacher of English, French, and Hebrew in
Government and Private Schools in Victoria for over thirty years. She majored
in Linguistics in her Arts degree at Monash University and has gained aMasters
of Educational Studies. Sara currently teaches English Language and mentors
beginning teachers in this subject.

REBECCA WHEELER works with K-14 urban schools to bring linguistic insights
and strategies to the dialectally diverse classroom. She is an associate professor
of English Language and Literacy at Christopher Newport University in
Virginia. Recent publications include Code-switching: Teaching Standard
English in Urban Classrooms (2006) and “Becoming Adept at Code-
switching,” in Educational Leadership: The Journal of the Association for
Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) (2008).

xii Notes on contributors

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88701-4 - Linguistics at School: Language Awareness in Primary and Secondary
Education
Edited by Kristin Denham and Anne Lobeck
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521887014
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Foreword: The challenge for education

Ray Jackendoff

A few years ago, my daughter received a Master’s degree in Education from a
prestigious and progressive program, and the school district in which she had
interned hired her immediately to teach third grade. My pride in her notwith-
standing, I was astonished to learn that her training had included nothing at all
about the contemporary understanding of language: the structure of English, the
systematicity of dialects, the cognitive challenges faced by beginning readers
and English language learners, and the sociology of language prejudice – issues
that from a linguist’s point of view are central to all levels of K-12 education.

By virtue of having grown up with a linguist in the house, my daughter did
indeed have some exposure to these issues. But typically, classroom teachers do
not. The teaching of the structure of language as part of language arts was
largely abandoned in the US twenty-five years ago, so many teachers do not
even have a background from their own primary and secondary education, as
they do in science and math. Rather, they are simply left to deal with language
problems in their classrooms in terms of what they – and their administrators
and their students’ parents – take to be common sense.

As linguists constantly stress in their introductory courses, people’s “com-
mon sense” about language is far from accurate. Moreover, it often stands in the
way of effective education in speaking, understanding, reading, and writing
mainstream English. In turn, command of mainstream English is essential not
only for its own sake, but also for success in every other subject, from history to
science and mathematics, as well as for success in later professional settings.

For many years, a few linguists here and there have concerned themselves
with these issues, collaborating with classroom teachers to try to inject some of
the science of language – and the joy of exploring language – into K-12
curricula. Most of these efforts have been rather isolated and small-scale. But
in the last decade, a community of researchers has begun to coalesce around the
Linguistics in the School Curriculum Committee of the Linguistic Society of
America. Many of the same people are also active in the National Council of

xiii
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Teachers of English, and for some years the two societies have sponsored
successful joint symposia.

I am delighted to see in the present volume a cross-section of the exciting
work being done in this community, as seen by linguists and also by the teacher
educators and classroom teachers with whom they have collaborated.

Several important themes recur throughout the volume. Perhaps the most
crucial is how essential it is to validate students’ own languages and/or dialects.
Many of the contributors stress that teaching mainstream English proves far
more effective if the language can be viewed as a tool rather than a threat,
intended to supplement rather than supplant students’ customary linguistic
practices. This change alone makes a major difference to students’ growth in
competence in the mainstream language, not to mention to their test scores.

Another striking theme is the value of learning about language by playing
with it. Students love observing their language, experimenting with it, and
comparing it systematically to other accents, other dialects, other languages,
to language at home, in the street, in school, and in the media. Encouraging and
capitalizing on such creative metalinguistic activity has benefits all across the
spectrum, from reading and writing to critical thinking and problem solving.

Which leads to a third theme: The most natural application of linguistics is of
course to language arts, where it helps underpin learning in speaking, reading,
and writing. But it also can play a valuable role in social studies, where for
instance the study of dialects can serve as a springboard for studying social
stratification and the history of migration and settlement. Furthermore, the
science of linguistics can serve as a low-tech example of empirical investigation
and scientific theory-formation, in which students can find the data all around
them, free for the picking.

Many of the projects discussed here are collaborations among a small group
of linguists and teachers. The challenge they pose is how to extend their benefits
to a larger cohort of students. There obviously can’t be a linguist in every
classroom. At least three tasks have to be addressed in tandem: winning broader
public acceptance of these approaches to language teaching; creating self-
standing classroom materials that teachers can use without the intervention of
a partnering linguist; and finding ways to train teachers in the use of such
materials, whether through schools of education, inservice workshops, or the
internet. None of these three can really succeed without the others. Yet it can be
done, as shown by the large-scale integrated language curricula in Great Britain
and Australia, also presented in this volume.

An important key to these goals is getting teachers on board. On their own,
linguists cannot develop K-12 curricula in language arts, social studies, and
science. Teachers and teacher educators must be collaborators throughout the
process. It will not be easy. Teachers often find they must overcome their own
linguistic prejudices and insecurities. In addition, they face enormous pressures,

xiv Ray Jackendoff
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from parents, administrators, and even from state assessment requirements, to
maintain the traditional approach to language study. But, as the chapters in this
book show, with teachers and linguists working together, it is possible to shift
language study to an approach informed by the science of natural language.
Teachers who have learned to deal with language from this new perspective love
it, and their students thrive.

All these issues came to the fore in a 2006 workshop on Linguistics in
Education at Tufts University, co-hosted by the Center for Cognitive Studies
and by Maryanne Wolf’s Center for Reading and Language Research. The
participants included many of the contributors to the present volume. The excite-
ment generated by the workshop led to new collaborations and to a series of
follow-up workshops organized by Anne Lobeck and Kristin Denham, some of
whose fruits appear here.

The overall goal of these efforts, of course, is to benefit our children and our
society through the better teaching of language. The publication of this book is
an important step toward this goal. I hope readers will be inspired to join the
effort.

Foreword: The challenge for education xv
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