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PREFACE

Although its notional point of departure is often Thomas More’s
genre-defining work, Utopia, published in 1516, the field of utopian litera-
ture today encompasses a far wider and ever-expanding domain. Platonism,
classical mythology, golden ages both eastern and western, ideals of lost
worlds, fantastic voyages, inhabited moons and planets, imaginary social
and political experiments, nations, empires and ideal commonwealths, and
satires upon all of these, jostle besides an enormous outpouring of later
fictional and science-fiction works, a plethora of actually existing communi-
tarian experiments across the ages, and a dark, despairing tendency, arising
in the past century, towards dystopian or anti-utopian pessimism and the
fear that all utopianism somehow eventuates in totalitarianism of one form
or another. Utopia, often conceived after More’s pun to be both a ‘good
place’ and ‘nowhere’, seems paradoxically to be equally potentially a very
dismal place found practically everywhere, and less a sanctuary of holiness
than an emptying out of the evils of Pandora’s box, in which hope alone
remained restrained.

Whether taken as a branch of intellectual history concerned chiefly with
the ‘ideal commonwealth’, as a literary genre, as a reflection of the history
of religious consciousness or of an essential psychological aspiration of hope
for a better state of existence in this life or elsewhere, notably in the form
of the quest for ‘community’, the field of utopian studies has come to reflect
discussions about the progressive or regressive aspects of historical develop-
ment in microcosm. Modernity’s endorsement of the ideal of progress has
been counterbalanced by its disenchantment with the fruits of ‘development’
and ‘growth’. Yet in a process of constant dialectical interaction, the angst
of later modernity, generated by confronting genocide, nuclear war and eco-
logical catastrophe, has been met with renewed visions of possible solutions.
Though it has been intertwined with religion throughout their long collective
histories, utopianism is not now usually assumed to involve salvation, per-
fectibility or the millennium, so much as the imagined, improved reordering

bl
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PREFACE

of society in this world, and the more harmonious reconstitution of human
relations and of attitudes towards nature. This, centrally, is the tradition
of the ideal commonwealth most commonly identified with Thomas More,
and with various revolutionary movements from the sixteenth through the
twentieth centuries. But as wavering faith in science produced the scien-
tific dystopia, so faltering faith in political engineering engendered the mod-
ern political dystopia of totalitarianism. With the collapse of the greatest of
modern utopian political ideals, Marxism, came the triumphalist proclam-
ation of an end of both history and utopia, a culmination of human desire,
effort and progress in the liberal-democratic, capitalist worldview and the
plenitude provided by a self-rectifying market mechanism. But this perspec-
tive, too, now rings hollow, as the spectres of global economic crisis and, far
worse, environmental destruction, loom once again over us. New dystopian
threats swarm upon us, to be met in due course, perhaps, by renewed efforts
to imaginatively rework our concepts of other possible, alternate futures.
To witness the juxtaposition of these bleakly negative and richly positive
images is to see, yet again, how utopia and its negation have served so cen-
trally as foci of human aspiration throughout the ages.

The volume

This collection of eleven essays aims to explore utopian literature, and to a
lesser degree utopian thought and communitarian experimentation, in the
western and, more briefly, non-western traditions. It is divided into two sec-
tions, the first more historical, the second more contemporary and thematic.
Part I commences with an overview of some of the conceptual and theo-
retical issues associated with the utopian tradition. It then examines the
definitive text which both gives its name to the tradition and radically exem-
plifies the rich ambiguity of many of its exemplars, Thomas More’s Utopia.
Subsequent essays in this section move forwards through the seventeenth,
eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth centuries, exploring the mutation
and proliferation of the various sub-genres of utopia, satire, Robinsonade,
Gulliveriana, and so on, and concluding with a re-examination of the ‘turn’
towards dystopianism in the latter epoch. In Part II the most important
leading controversies in modern utopian studies are extensively explored,
including the relationships between utopias, romance and science fiction;
the contribution of feminist writers and thought; colonial, postcolonial
and non-western utopian literature, and the bearing of ecological themes
on utopian writing. The essays are thus intended to give a balanced sense
of the evolution and current state of a long-standing, rich tradition of his-
torical, political and literary scholarship, and how this tradition has been

Xii
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PREFACE

reconstructed, and what the chief intellectual disputes which have domi-
nated it have been. Once confined to a relatively narrow range of texts, the
interpretation of an ever-increasing number of works and proliferation of
sub-genres has made the study of the subject more complex and conten-
tious, as the actual movement of history has shifted our perspectives on how
the past should be viewed. The contributors here, collectively, hope the vol-
ume’s readers will agree at least that utopian writing remains nonetheless a
challenging, exciting and provocative take on the human condition.

xiil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521886659
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-88665-9 - The Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature
Edited by Gregory Claeys

Frontmatter

More information

BRIEF CHRONOLOGY OF KEY WORKS
OF UTOPIAN LITERATURE AND THOUGHT

c. 370-360 BC Plato, The Republic

¢. 100 Plutarch, Life of Lycurgus

1516 Thomas More, Utopia

. 1605 Joseph Hall, Mundus Alter et Idem

1619 Johann Valentin Andreae, Christianopolis

1623 Tommaso Campanella, The City of the Sun

1626 Francis Bacon, New Atlantis

1638 Francis Godwin, The Man in the Moone

1641 Samuel Hartlib, A Description of the Famous Kingdom of
Macaria

1648 Samuel Gott, Nova Solyma

1652 Gerrard Winstanley, The Law of Freedom in a Platform: Or
True Magistracie Restored

1653-94 Francois Rabelais, Gargantua and Pantagruel

1656 James Harrington, The Commonwealth of Oceana

1657 Cyrano de Bergerac, Histoire Comique Contenant les Etats
et Empires de la Lune

1666 Margaret Cavendish, The Description of a New World,
Called the Blazing World

1668 Henry Neville, The Isle of Pines

1675 Denis Vairasse, The History of the Sevarites or Sevarambi

1676 Gabriel de Foigny, The Southern Land Known

1699 Frangois de Salignac de la Mothe Fénelon, The Adventures
of Telemachus

1719 Daniel Defoe, Robinson Crusoe

1726 Jonathan Swift, Gulliver’s Travels

1737 Simon Berington, The Adventures of Sig. Gaudentio di Lucca

1751 Robert Paltock, The Life and Adventures of Peter Wilkins

1756 Edmund Burke, A Vindication of Natural Society

X1V

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521886659
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88665-9 - The Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature

Edited by Gregory Claeys
Frontmatter
More information
CHRONOLOGY
1759 Samuel Johnson, Rasselas
1762 Sarah Scott, Millenium Hall
1764 [James Burgh], An Account of the First Settlement ... of the
Cessares
1771 Louis-Sébastien Mercier, Memoirs of the Year Two Thousand
Five Hundred
1772 Denis Diderot, Supplement to Bougainville’s ‘Voyage’
1793 William Godwin, Enquiry Concerning Political Justice
1795 Thomas Spence, Description of Spensonia
1798 Thomas Robert Malthus, Essay on Population
1808 Charles Fourier, Theory of the Four Movements
1811 James Henry Lawrence, The Empire of the Nairs
1818 Mary Shelley, Frankenstein
1826 Mary Shelley, The Last Man
1827 Charles Fourier, The New Industrial World
1836—44 Robert Owen, The Book of the New Moral World
1840 Etienne Cabet, Voyage en Icarie
1848 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Manifesto of the
Communist Party
1852 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Blithedale Romance
1864 Jules Verne, Journey to the Centre of the Earth
1871 Edward Bulwer-Lytton, The Coming Race
1872 Samuel Butler, Erewhon
1880 Mary Bradley Lane, Mizora
1888 Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward 2000-1887
1890 Theodor Hetzka, Freiland
1890 William Morris, News from Nowbhere
1890 Ignatius Donnelly, Caesar’s Column
1895 H. G. Wells, The Time Machine
1896 H. G. Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau
1898 H. G. Wells, The War of the Worlds
1901 H. G. Wells, The First Men in the Moon
190§ H. G. Wells, A Modern Utopia
1905 Gabriel Tarde, Underground Man
1908 Jack London, The Iron Heel
1915 Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Herland
1916 Charlotte Perkins Gilman, With Her in Ourland
1923 H. G. Wells, Men Like Gods
1924 Yevgeny Zamyatin, We
1930 Olaf Stapledon, Last and First Men
1932 Aldous Huxley, Brave New World

XV

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521886659
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88665-9 - The Cambridge Companion to Utopian Literature

Edited by Gregory Claeys

Frontmatter

More information

CHRONOLOGY

1933 H. G. Wells, The Shape of Things to Come
1937 Katharine Burdekin, Swastika Night
1948 B. E Skinner, Walden Two
1949 George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four
1953 Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451
1954 William Golding, The Lord of the Flies
1958 Aldous Huxley, Brave New World Revisited
1962 Aldous Huxley, Island
1962 Anthony Burgess, A Clockwork Orange
1970 Ira Levin, This Perfect Day
1974 Ursula Le Guin, The Dispossessed
1975 Joanna Russ, The Female Man
1975 Ernest Callenbach, Ecotopia
1976 Marge Piercy, Woman on the Edge of Time
1986 Margaret Atwood, The Handmaid’s Tale
1987 Tain M. Banks, Consider Phlebas
1992-6 Kim Stanley Robinson, The Mars Trilogy
1996 Jack Halperin, The Truth Machine
1997 Ronald Wright, A Scientific Romance
2000 Brian Aldiss, White Mars
2003 Margaret Atwood, Oryx and Crake
200§ Kazuo Ishiguru, Never Let Me Go
2007 Chuck Palahniuk, Rant
2009 Margaret Atwood, The Year of the Flood

Xvi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9780521886659
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9780521886659: 


