
SHAKESPEARE, LOVE AND SERVICE

Peter Laslett’s comment, in The World We Have Lost, that in the
early modern period, “every relationship could be seen as a love-
relationship” presents the governing idea of this book. In an analysis
that includes Shakespeare’s sonnets and a wide range of his plays from
The Comedy of Errors to The Winter’s Tale, David Schalkwyk looks at
the ways in which the personal, affective relations of love are informed
by the social, structural interactions of service. Showing that service
is not a “class” concept but rather that it determined the fundamen-
tal conditions of identity across the whole society, the book explores
the interpenetration of structure and affect in relationships as varied
as monarch and subject, aristocrat and personal servant, master and
slave, husband and wife, and lover and beloved in light of differences
of rank, gender, and sexual identity.

david schalkwyk is professor of English and deputy dean of the
Faculty of Humanities at the University of Cape Town and was head
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Research Fellowship at the Humanities Institute of the University of
Wisconsin–Madison (1999) and a Mandela UCT-Harvard Fellowship
at the Du Bois Institute for African and African-American Studies at
Harvard University (2005). His books include a translation of Karel
Schoeman’s novel, ’n Ander Land (as Another Country, 1991), Speech
and Performance in Shakespeare’s Sonnets and Plays (Cambridge, 2002),
and Literature and the Touch of the Real (2004). He has published many
articles on topics ranging from Shakespeare and literary philosophy
to South African prison writing. He has recently been awarded an
A rating as an internationally recognized researcher by the National
Research Foundation of South Africa.
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