
Ethics of Global Development

Poverty, inequality, violence, environmental degradation, and tyranny
continue to afflict the world. Ethics of Global Development offers moral
reflection on the ends and means of local, national, and global efforts to
overcome these five scourges. After emphasizing the role of ethics in
development studies, policymaking, and practice, David A. Crocker
analyzes and evaluates Amartya Sen’s philosophy of development in
relation to alternative ethical outlooks. He argues that Sen’s recent turn
to robust ideals of human agency and democracy improves on both
Sen’s earlier emphasis on “capabilities and functionings” and Martha
Nussbaum’s version of the capability orientation. This agency-focused
capability approach is then extended and strengthened by applying it to
the challenges of consumerism and hunger, the development responsi-
bilities of affluent individuals and nations, and the dilemmas of globa-
lization. Throughout the book the author argues for the importance of
more inclusive and deliberative democratic institutions.

David A. Crocker is Senior Research Scholar at the Institute for
Philosophy and Public Policy and the School of Public Policy at the
University of Maryland. He is an officer of the Human Development
and Capability Association, and was founder and former president
of the International Development Ethics Association (IDEA).
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Philosophy recovers itself when it ceases to be a device for dealing with
the problems of philosophers and becomes a method, cultivated by
philosophers, for dealing with the problems of men.

John Dewey, “The Need for Recovery of Philosophy,” 1917

In terms of the medieval distinction between “the patient” and “the
agent,” this freedom-centered understanding of economics and of the
process of development is very much an agent-oriented view. With
adequate social opportunities, individuals can effectively shape their
own destiny and help each other. They need not be seen primarily as
passive recipients of the benefits of cunning development programs.
There is indeed a strong rationale for recognizing the positive role of
free and sustainable agency – and even of constructive impatience.

Amartya Sen, Development as Freedom, 1999

There are, we have argued, rich lessons here [in the “developmental
challenges faced in India”], which cannot be seized without taking
interest in the ends and means of development in general and in the
intrinsic value, constructive role and instrumental importance of public
participation in particular. The basic approach involves an overarching
interest in the role of human beings – on their own and in cooperation
with each other – in running their own lives and in using and expanding
their freedoms.

Jean Drèze and Amartya Sen,
India: Development and Participation, 2nd edn., 2002
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chapters from professors Jesús Conill and Adela Cortina and students
Daniela Gallegos, Martı́n Urquijo, and Marta Pedrajas Herrero.

I am deeply grateful to my good friends and colleagues in the Inter-
national Development Ethics Association (IDEA) for their friendship
and contributions to my work. IDEA events, since their beginning
in 1984, were the venues in which many of my ideas in this volume
were first tried out or refined. My special thanks to Ken Aman, Luis
Camacho, Nigel Dower, Jay Drydyk, Des Gasper, Denis Goulet,
Christine Koggel, Desmond McNeill, Laura Mues, Christian Parker,
Peter Penz, Ramón Romero, Stephen Schwenke, Jerome Segal, and
Asunción St. Clair. I also am indebted to the Human Development
and Capability Association and its members for providing insightful
assessments of my efforts to work out an agency-focused version of the
capability approach to development ethics. Among many others, I wish
to thank HDCA members Sabina Alkire, Séverine Denoulin, Mozaffar
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