
the cambridge companion to the
twentieth-century english novel

The twentieth-century English novel encompasses a vast body of work, and

one of the most important and most widely read genres of literature.

Balancing close readings of particular novels with a comprehensive survey of

the last century of published fiction, this Companion introduces readers to

more than a hundred major and minor novelists. It demonstrates continuities

in novel-writing that bridge the century’s pre- and postwar halves and

presents leading critical ideas about English fiction’s themes and forms. The

essays examine the endurance of modernist style throughout the century, the

role of nationality and the contested role of the English language in all its

forms, and the relationships between realism and other fictional modes:

fantasy, romance, science fiction. Students, scholars and readers will find this

Companion an indispensable guide to the history of the English novel.
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1941 Death of James Joyce

Virginia Woolf commits suicide
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Death of H. G. Wells
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Nationalization of railways

Indian independence; India partitioned into India and Pakistan
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1951 Samuel Beckett, Molloy
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Anthony Powell, A Question of Upbringing (first volume of A

Dance to the Music of Time)

HenryWilliamson, The Dark Lantern (first volume ofAChronicle

of Ancient Sunlight)

1952 Doris Lessing, Martha Quest (first volume of

Children of Violence)

Barbara Pym, Excellent Women

Angus Wilson, Hemlock and After

Death of George VI

Elizabeth II becomes Queen

Britain announces atomic bomb

1953 Ian Fleming, Casino Royale
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1954 Kingsley Amis, Lucky Jim

William Golding, Lord of the Flies

George Lamming, The Emigrants

J. R. R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring (first volume of The

Lord of the Rings)

1956 Anthony Burgess, Time for a Tiger (first volume of A Malayan

Trilogy)

Samuel Selvon, The Lonely Londoners

Angus Wilson, Anglo-Saxon Attitudes

Suez crisis

1957 Lawrence Durrell, Justine (first volume of The Alexandria Quartet)

1958 V. S. Naipaul, The Suffrage of Elvira

Alan Sillitoe, Saturday Night and Sunday Morning

Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament begins

1960 Wilson Harris, The Palace of the Peacock (first volume of The

Guyana Quartet)

George Lamming, The Pleasures of Exile

Olivia Manning, The Great Fortune (first volume of The Balkan

Trilogy)

Edna O’Brien, The Country Girls

Penguin Books acquitted in Lady Chatterley’s Lover obscenity trial

Cyprus gains independence

Nigeria gains independence

1961 Iris Murdoch, A Severed Head

Muriel Spark, The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

Expulsion of South Africa from Commonwealth

1962 Doris Lessing, The Golden Notebook

1963 John Le Carré, The Spy Who Came in from the Cold

Muriel Spark, The Girls of Slender Means

1964 B. S. Johnson, Albert Angelo

1965 Race Relations Act addresses racial discrimination

1966 Paul Scott, The Jewel in the Crown (first volume of The Raj

Quartet)

1967 Winifred Holtby Award for regional fiction initiated (renamed

Ondaatje Prize, 2004)

Abortion legalized

Homosexual acts between consenting adults decriminalized

1969 Brigid Brophy, In Transit

John Fowles, The French Lieutenant’s Woman

Samuel Beckett wins Nobel Prize for Literature

Booker Prize initiated (renamed Man Booker Prize, 2002)

chronology
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1970 J. G. Ballard, The Atrocity Exhibition

1971 Iris Murdoch, The Black Prince

Whitbread Book Award initiated (renamed Costa Book

Award, 2006)

1972 John Berger, G

John Brunner, The Sheep Look Up

1973 Britain joins European Economic Community

1975 Christine Brooke-Rose, Thru

David Lodge, Changing Places

1977 Margaret Drabble, The Ice Age

1978 Scottish and Welsh Devolution Acts

1979 John Berger, Pig Earth (first volume of Into Their Labours trilogy)

Nicholas Mosley, Catastrophe Practice (first volume of Catas-

trophe Practice series)

Conservative victory; Margaret Thatcher becomes

Prime Minister

1980 P. D. James, Innocent Blood

1981 Alasdair Gray, Lanark

1982 Falklands War

1983 William Golding wins Nobel Prize for Literature

1984 Kingsley Amis, Money

Julian Barnes, Flaubert’s Parrot

Angela Carter, Nights at the Circus

1987 V. S. Naipaul, The Enigma of Arrival

Commonwealth Writers’ Prize initiated

1988 Neil Gaiman begins Sandman graphic novel series

Alan Hollinghurst, The Swimming Pool Library

Michael Moorcock, Mother London

Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses

1989 Kazuo Ishiguro, The Remains of the Day

Islamic decree calls for Salman Rushdie’s death for insult to Islam

in The Satanic Verses

1990 A. S. Byatt, Possession

Hanif Kureishi, The Buddha of Suburbia

1991 Angela Carter, Wise Children

Iain Sinclair, Downriver

Pat Barker, Regeneration (first volume of Regeneration trilogy)

The Gulf War

Collapse of the Soviet Union

1992 Ian McEwan, Black Dogs

chronology
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1993 Salman Rushdie’sMidnight’s Children awarded Booker of Bookers

Prize (best Booker novel of the prize’s first twenty-five years)

Anglo-Irish Peace Declaration in Northern Ireland

1994 James Kelman, How Late it Was, How Late

Apartheid ends in South Africa

IRA declares truce in Northern Ireland

1995 Salman Rushdie, The Moor’s Last Sigh

1996 Orange Prize (for women writers) initiated

1997 Tony Blair’s New Labour government elected

1998 China Miéville, King Rat

Re-establishment of the Scottish Parliament; creation of the

National Assembly for Wales

1999 Use of euro begins; Britain declines participation

2001 V. S. Naipaul wins Nobel Prize for Literature

2007 Doris Lessing wins Nobel Prize for Literature

chronology
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