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PREFACE

Some thirty years ago I applied for a grant to write a thesis that would consist of a
commentary on Iliad 22. I was not awarded the grant and when a rumour started
to spread that a team under the supervision of Geoffrey Kirk was preparing
a commentary on the whole Iliad I turned my attention to another topic, the
application of narratology to Homer. Given this history, it was with great joy that
I accepted the invitation of the series editors Pat Easterling and Richard Hunter
to write a ‘Green and Yellow’ on this very book.

I have focused on two aspects in this commentary: Homer’s language (espe-
cially his oral syntax, the meaning of words, and the function of particles) and
narrative style (for instance the structure of scenes, the relationship of narrator
and characters, and the directing of the narratees’ emotional response). Much
important work has been done in the field of the language of the Homeric epics
in the last decades. Thus, the invaluable Lexikon des frühgriechischen Epos was finally
completed in 2010, and this treasure-trove of information deserves to be intro-
duced more fully into English-speaking Homeric scholarship. I feel a special
attachment to this formidable instrument because I spent a very pleasant and
formative year as stipendiary in Hamburg, working on lemmata like 	
�� and
���	���. Our understanding of Greek particles has advanced greatly since the
publication of Denniston’s standard text, not least, if some chauvinism is allowed,
thanks to the work of Dutch scholars on ��, ���, ���, ��, and ���. Finally, the
insight has dawned that we should approach the oral syntax of Homer somewhat
differently from that of later, written texts. It is a flow through time rather than a
structure on the space of a page, and keeping this principle in mind can help us
to appreciate and better understand the construction of his sentences.

Where the literary interpretation of Homer is concerned, a commentator
finds herself in a land of plenty: the quantity of excellent scholarship is simply
overwhelming. I have tried to summarise what I have read over the last thirty
years as clearly and attractively as possible. Of course, I have profited considerably
from the work of earlier commentators: Ameis-Hentze, Leaf, Richardson, and
the recent Basler Kommentar (though not yet for book 22).

The introductory sections are geared to students and offer no more than a
state-of-the-art summary of some central aspects of Homeric scholarship. Biblio-
graphical references should lead the way to more in-depth discussions. Where the
commentary is concerned I hope to facilitate and enrich students’ reading of the
Homeric text, while at the same time proposing new insights and springboards
for new interpretations or research to professional classicists.

In writing this commentary I have been very fortunate in my readers and
advisers. In the first place, Pat Easterling and Richard Hunter offered comments
on yearly instalments of my draft quickly, cheerfully, and expertly. Where the
minutiae of the Homeric language and metre were concerned, I was happy to
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viii PREFACE

be able to consult my former colleague Frits Waanders. Three colleagues and
friends read the entire draft: Rutger Allan, Marietje van Erp Taalman Kip, and
Sebastiaan van der Mije. They saved me from many errors, and their perceptive
questions and constructive remarks helped me to rethink my text at innumerable
places. I would also like to thank Elizabeth Upper for polishing my English. I take
full responsibility for all remaining infelicities of expression. The cross-references
were checked by David van Eijndhoven and (again) Marietje van Erp Taalman
Kip. I also owe much gratitude to Dr. Andrew Dyck for his exemplary copy-
editing. A grant of the Loeb Classical Library Foundation allowed me to finish
the MS in a term without teaching obligations.

A special word of thanks is due to one of my readers. The thesis on Iliad 22
that I referred to earlier was designed as a two-person project for Sebastiaan
van der Mije and myself. Although that project was never realised and we have
never officially worked together, he has read and commented upon draft versions
of much of my work in the past thirty years. I have no hesitation in claiming
that his acute eye, literary sensibility, and unfailing generosity in sharing his time
and ideas with me have greatly contributed to its quality. It is therefore with the
greatest pleasure and gratitude that I dedicate this book to him.

Amsterdam I. J. F. d. J.
August 2011
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