
Ernest Gellner and Contemporary Social Thought

Ernest Gellner was a unique scholar whose work covered areas as diverse
as social anthropology, analytical philosophy, the sociology of the
Islamic world, nationalism, psychoanalysis, postmodernism, East
European transformations and kinship structures. Despite this diversity,
there is an exceptional degree of unity and coherence in Gellner’s work
with his distinctly modernist, rationalist and liberal world-view evident
in everything he wrote. His central problematic remains constant:
understanding how the modern world came into being and to what
extent it is unique relative to all other social forms. Ten years after his
death, this book brings together leading social theorists to evaluate the
significance of Gellner’s legacy and to re-examine his central concerns.
It corrects manymisunderstandings and critically engages with Gellner’s
legacy to provide a cutting-edge contribution to understanding our
contemporary post-9/11, global, late modern, social condition.
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Musil, he has convened in Prague a monthly Gellner Seminar, a
respected platform for discussion among Czech and foreign social
scientists. Skalník’s publications include Outwitting the State (1989),
Political Culture (2004) and The Early Writings of Bronislaw Malinowski
(Cambridge, 2nd edn, 2005).

Notes on contributors xi

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88291-0 - Ernest Gellner and Contemporary Social Thought
Edited by Sinisa Malesevic and Mark Haugaard
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521882915
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgements

This work emerged out of a conference held at the National University of
Ireland, Galway in May 2005, to commemorate eighty years since the
birth of Gellner, in 1925, and ten years since his death, in 1995. In order
to bring this conference together we received support from many quar-
ters. In particular we would like to thank the following for their help and
support: the Social Science Research Centre (NUI, Galway); the
Department of Political Science and Sociology (NUI, Galway); the Arts
Faculty (NUI, Galway); the Sociological Association of Ireland; and the
Czech Embassy in Dublin. Without the assistance of these bodies, this
conference, and consequent book, would not have been possible. Many
individuals also gave us their assistance, especially Josef Havlas, the
Czech Ambassador, for opening the conference, Fiona Bateman with
organisation, Maria-Alexandra Gonzalez, who committed the proceed-
ings to digital video, Gerard Delanty for reading and commenting upon
the manuscript, and Kevin and Patricia for proofreading.

xiii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-88291-0 - Ernest Gellner and Contemporary Social Thought
Edited by Sinisa Malesevic and Mark Haugaard
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521882915
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

