
National Identity and Globalization

Is globalization in danger of diluting national identities and “transna-
tionalizing” cultures? How can societies attempt to manage globalization
and become developed while maintaining a viable national identity? In a
study of three globalizing states and cities in post-Soviet Eurasia – Russia
(Astrakhan), Kazakhstan (Almaty), and Azerbaijan (Baku) – Douglas
W. Blum provides an empirical examination of national identity for-
mation, exploring how cultures, particularly youth cultures, have been
affected by global forces. Blum argues that social discourse regarding
youth cultural trends – coupled with official and non-official approaches
to youth policy – complement patterns of state–society relations and
modes of response to globalization. His findings show that the nations
studied have embraced certain aspects of modernity and liberalism,
while rejecting others, but have also reasserted the place of national
traditions.

douglas w. blum is Professor of Political Science at Providence
College and Adjunct Professor of International Studies at the Thomas
J. Watson, Jr. Institute of International Studies at Brown University. His
research interests center on cultural globalization and the connections
between globalization, identity, and security in the former USSR. He
has recently edited Russia and the World: Security and Identity in an Era
of Globalization (forthcoming).
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