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Christian Wisdom

What is Christian wisdom for living in the twenty-first
century? Where is it to be found? How can it be learnt? In the
midst of diverse religions and worldviews and the urgencies
and complexities of contemporary life, David Ford explores a
Christian way of uniting love of wisdom with wisdom in love.
Core elements of his discussion include the ‘discernment of
cries’, the love and worship of God for God’s sake, a wisdom
interpretation of scripture, and the education of desire in wise
faith. The book includes case studies that deal with inter-faith
wisdom among Jews, Christians and Muslims, universities as
places of wisdom as well as of knowledge and know-how, and
the challenge of learning disabilities. Throughout, there is an
attempt to do justice simultaneously to the premodern,
modern and postmodern in grappling with scripture,
tradition and the cries of the world today.
D A V I D F . F O R D is Regius Professor of Divinity at the
University of Cambridge and a fellow of Selwyn College,
Cambridge. He is author of Self and Salvation: Being Transformed
(1999) and co-editor with Ben Quash and Janet Martin Soskice
of Fields of Faith: Theology and Religious Studies for the Twenty-First
Century (2005).
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For my mother, Phyllis Ford, in gratitude for her
wisdom and love
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As when the heart says (sighing to be approved)
O, could I love! And stops; God writeth, Loved.
GEORGE HERBERT
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Greggs, Mike Higton, David Höhne, Paul Janz, Jason Lam, Riccardo
Larini, Rachel Muers, Paul Murray, Ben Quash, Chung Park, Chad
Pecknold, Young Hwan Ra, Greg Seach, Gemma Simmonds CJ, Tan-Chow
MayLing and Susannah Ticciati.
There have also been several people who have lifted or shared academic
or administrative and organisational burdens at critical times and so have
provided the time and collegiality without which this book could not
have been completed. Dan Hardy has done this repeatedly and with
extraordinary generosity in the context of graduate student supervision,
examining, scriptural reasoning, inter-faith strategic thinking, reading
drafts, and editing the series of which this book is part. Since 2002 I have
been Director of the new Cambridge Inter-Faith Programme (CIP),
a challenging and exciting responsibility, and one that has both complicated and contributed to the thinking of this book. Julius Lipner was
Chair of the Faculty Board of Divinity during CIP’s seminal period, and
his wise support helped to ensure its flourishing. Tim Jenkins has been
unstinting in time, energy and acute advice as chair of the Management
Committee of CIP, and his interventions have frequently been crucial. He
has been well supported by the other members of that committee, including Janet Martin Soskice, William Horbury, Graham Stanton and Roger
Parker. David Thompson as Director of the Centre for Advanced

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87545-5 - Christian Wisdom: Desiring God and Learning in Love
David F. Ford
Frontmatter
More information

Acknowledgements

xiii

Religious and Theological Studies has likewise been vital to the developing shape of CIP both in academic design and organisational strategy
within and beyond the University of Cambridge. At the core of CIP is
its steering group, and there Stefan Reif and Tim Winter have been
essential to the way the programme has grown. Among the wider circle
of those whose support has been very important to CIP have been
Edward McCabe, Tim Ryan, Richard Chartres, Chris Hewer, Emilia
Mosseri, Jonathan Sachs, Abraham Levy, Rowan Williams, David Marshall,
George Carey, Guy Wilkinson, Alan Ford, William Taylor, Simon Keyes,
Amineh Ahmed, Edward Kessler, David Wilson, Peter Agar, Deborah
Patterson-Jones, Graham Allen, and Cambridge’s Vice-Chancellor, Alison
Richard. The day-to-day burden of the programme has been borne by
Ben Quash, its Academic Coordinator, and my debt to him is inestimable,
especially in taking over as acting director during the sabbatical term
needed for this book to reach final draft form.
More recently, the final months of the book’s preparation have been
greatly helped by the arrival of two outstanding younger colleagues.
Catriona Laing has capably taken up the new post of Project Manager of
CIP, and her multiple talents, together with her academic and theological
understanding, have facilitated progress and liberated much time and
energy. To Paul Nimmo I owe deep thanks for his research assistance. He
has combined rigorous research backup, footnoting and editing with
acute and often challenging comment rooted in a passion for theological
truth. The privilege of working with such colleagues has evoked daily
gratitude.
There is also the matter of funding. The posts of Ben Quash, Catriona
Laing and Paul Nimmo have been financed through generous benefactions given by two very good friends of the University of Cambridge. John
Marks (and the Mulberry Trust) was the first to share the vision of CIP to
the extent of funding its first post of Academic Coordinator; Mohammed
Abdul Latif Jameel (and the Coexist Foundation) brought his vision to
unite with ours and helped develop the project combining teaching and
research in Cambridge with broad public outreach and education in
many modes. With each there has been the added pleasure of a continuing relationship, wide-ranging discussion, and a meeting of minds that
has repeatedly led to fresh ideas for how financial resources can be
matched with constructive ideas for the good of our world.
Cambridge University Press has, through its long wait for this book,
been both patient and helpful. I especially thank Kate Brett, who as

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-87545-5 - Christian Wisdom: Desiring God and Learning in Love
David F. Ford
Frontmatter
More information
xiv

Acknowledgements

Religious Studies Editor has built impressively on the sound foundations
laid by her predecessor Kevin Taylor, and has overseen the final stages of
this book, and also Frances Brown and Jackie Warren, who have been of
tremendous help in the process of preparing for publication. Within the
Faculty of Divinity practical assistance and easing of burdens have come
from Ann Munro, Katy Williams, Don Stebbings, Chris Carman, Dorothy
Kunze, Rosalind Paul, Nigel Thompson, Peter Harland and Rajashree
Dhanaraj, and direct secretarial help with this book from Elisabeth Felter
and Beatrice Bertram. Dave Goode’s computer assistance has frequently
saved the day, always with patience, cheerfulness and willingness to go
the extra kilobyte. At the end of the process Jason Fout dedicated many
hours to checking the footnotes and copy-editing, resulting in numerous
emendations.
Finally, there is the fundamental and pervasive importance of my
family. During the writing of the present book my wife Deborah has
studied theology, been ordained as a priest in the Church of England, and
worked in a parish, in acute hospital chaplaincy, and with many who
suffer from severe mental illness. That has opened up new horizons in
our marriage and new spheres of joint study, conversation and collaboration through which ideas in the book have been generated and tested.
The study of scripture together has been especially fruitful. At the same
time our children Rebecca, Rachel and Daniel have been increasingly
stimulating conversation partners and companions whose humour, perceptiveness and growing wisdom is a delight as well as a challenging
touchstone. My mother-in-law, Perrin Hardy, has frequently been a ‘lifesaver’ amidst the pressures of busy family life, and she and Dan have
shared our practical and other burdens in innumerable ways year after
year.
This book is dedicated to my mother, Phyllis Mary Elizabeth Ford, in
thanks for her love and wisdom throughout my life. I never fail to be
amazed and grateful that she has continued to grow in love and wisdom
into her late eighties, and am delighted to be able to respond with this
little offering.
David F. Ford
Easter 2006

© Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

