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Preface to the second edition

This second edition has provided us with the opportunity to respond to some of
the suggestions and comments made by readers of the original text published in
1998. To this end, we have aimed as far as possible to correct errors and clarify
explanations wherever necessary. We have also updated suggestions for further
reading following each chapter as well as the bibliographical references at the
end of the book. The second edition has also been expanded in some chapters to
allow the incorporation of new sections illustrating changes taking place in
relation to the German language over the past ten years. Although revisions
have been made throughout the book, particular examples of interest may
include the section on `Contemporary language debates' in chapter 2, which
introduces discussions of language and sexism, the recent reform of German
orthography and linguistic purism. In addition, there is a new section on the
`German language and the internet' in chapter 10, illustrating some of the
changes affecting the German language in the context of recent technological
innovations. Finally, this new edition has allowed us to update facts and figures
about the German language and its speakers which have taken place over the
past decade.

Sally Johnson (Leeds) and Natalie Braber (Nottingham)
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Preface to the first edition

As is often the case with books of this kind, this volume has been written

primarily with the needs of my own students in mind. For the past few years, I

have been teaching German linguistics and sociolinguistics at Lancaster

University. I have used many excellent textbooks but have failed to identify any

one volume which fulfilled all our needs simultaneously. These included: (a)

coverage of the diverse areas which I wanted to introduce to students; (b) a

style which was accessible, in particular, to first years; and (c) the provision of

exercises, which students could pursue in their own time. Now that the book is

finished, I sincerely hope that students other than those at Lancaster will also be

able to benefit from it in the future.

Recent developments in British university teaching of foreign languages

remain something of an enigma. Students (we are told) are increasingly opting

for ‘practical’ degree schemes with language as their primary focus. Yet

despite this perceived demand, the kind of structured teaching which can be

offered by specialist linguists seems sadly lacking. Too few courses, for

example, dedicate sufficient time to formal training in pronunciation. We send

students abroad, largely unprepared for the considerable linguistic variation

they are certain to encounter (at least in German-speaking countries). And we

espouse communicative approaches to grammar teaching using ‘real texts’ yet,

for the most part, fail to pass on to students the enormous insights afforded by

discourse analysts into the properties of the very texts we work with. In short,

the focus on practical language teaching does not appear to be matched by the

provision of linguistic and sociolinguistic approaches which see language as a

meaningful and worthwhile object of study in its own right.

Students are requesting ‘practical’ degree schemes which concentrate on

language. Culture – which frequently and ironically goes by the name of

content – is then presented under the separate rubric ‘option’. Ongoing disputes

about whether these options can be taught in the foreign language are a further

illustration of the artificial opposition between language and culture. Moreover,

the continuing debate on the state of students’ grammatical knowledge fails to

take into account that if you all but erase the one area of study which has

traditionally bridged the language/culture divide, namely, literature, and fail to

teach in the foreign language, then it is no surprise that students struggle to

absorb the grammatical structures they so desperately need. Where is their

extended exposure to the language going to come from?

x
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Like its sister volume, Exploring the French Language (Lodge et al., 1997),
this book is an attempt to provide an alternative approach – one where language
is simultaneously conceived of as form and content. Though no single text can
transform the scenario I have somewhat polemically sketched, it can
nonetheless help in a small way to change it, by providing students with a
systematic framework for studying both the German language and the German
language as culture. When writing this book, therefore, it has been my aim to
introduce students of German not only to the insights of linguistics and
sociolinguistics generally but also to try to dismantle from the outset the notion
that language and culture are somehow discrete objects of study. It is my hope
that, after reading this book, they too will appreciate, first, that the German
language cannot be learned adequately without reference to the culture(s) of the
German-speaking countries and, second, that many fascinating cultural insights
can be accessed by exploring the language used in those countries.

Sally Johnson (Lancaster)

Preface to the first edition xi
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