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MEDICAL STATISTICS from Ato Z

From ‘Abortion rate’ to “Zygosity determination), this accessible introduction to the terminology
of medical statistics describes more than 1500 terms, all clearly explained, illustrated and defined
in non-technical language, without any mathematical formulae! With the majority of terms
revised and updated and the addition of more than 100 brand new definitions, this new edition
will enable medical students to quickly grasp the meaning of any of the statistical terms they
encounter when reading the medical literature. Furthermore, annotated comments are used
judiciously to warn the unwary of some of the common pitfalls that accompany some cherished
biomedical statistical techniques. Wherever possible, the definitions are supplemented with a
reference to further reading, where the reader may gain a deeper insight, so whilst the definitions
are easily disgestible, they also provide a stepping stone to a more sophisticated comprehension.

Statistical terminology can be quite bewildering for clinicians: this guide will be a lifesaver.

BriaN EvEeritTT is Editor-in-Chief of Statistical Methods in Medical Research and Professor

Emeritus at King’s College, London.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521867630
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-86763-4 - Medical Statistics from A to Z: A Guide for Clinicians and Medical
Students, Second Edition

B. S. Everitt

Frontmatter

More information

MEDICAL STATISTICS
fromAtoZ

A Guide for Clinicians and Medical Students

Second Edition

B.S. Everitt

Institute of Psychiatry, King’s College, University of London

CAMBRIDGE

%) UNIVERSITY PRESS

4

iii

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/0521867630
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-0-521-86763-4 - Medical Statistics from A to Z: A Guide for Clinicians and Medical
Students, Second Edition

B. S. Everitt

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town, Singapore, Sao Paulo

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521867630

© B. Everitt 2006

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without

the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2003

Second edition 2006

Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

ISBN-13  978-0-521-687188 paperback
ISBN-10 0-521-68718-7 paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or
third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

Every effort has been made in preparing this publication to provide accurate and up-to-date information
which is in accord with accepted standards and practice at the time of publication. Although case histories are
drawn from actual cases, every effort has been made to disguise the identities of the individuals involved.
Nevertheless, the authors, editors and publishers can make no warranties that the information contained
herein is totally free from error, not least because clinical standards are constantly changing through research
and regulation. The authors, editors and publishers therefore disclaim all liability for direct or consequential
damages resulting from the use of material contained in this publication. Readers are strongly advised to pay
careful attention to information provided by the manufacturer of any drugs or equipment that they plan to
use.
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Preface to the second edition

In the second edition of Medical Statistics from A to Z I have added many new
definitions and taken the opportunity to correct and clarify a number of entries.
More references are also provided that point readers to more detailed accounts of
topics.

Preface to the first edition

Clinicians, research workers in the health sciences, and even medical students often
encounter terms from medical statistics and related areas in their work, particularly
when reading medical journals and other relevant literature. The aim of this
guide is to provide such people with nontechnical definitions of many such
terms. Consequently, no mathematical nomenclature or formulae are used in the
definitions. Those readers interested in such material will be able to find it in one of
the many standard statistical texts now available and in The Cambridge Dictionary
of Statistics. In addition, readers seeking more information about a particular
topic will hopefully find the references given with the majority of entries of some
help; whenever possible, these involve medical rather than statistical journals, and
introductory statistical texts rather than those that are more advanced. (References
are not given for terms such as mean, variance and critical region for which
turther details are easily available in most introductory medical statistics texts.)

Several forms of cross-referencing are used. Terms in courier new appear
as a separate headword elsewhere in the dictionary, although this procedure is
used in a relatively limited way with headwords defining frequently occurring terms
such as random variable, probability and sample not referred to in this way. Some
entries simply refer readers to another entry. This may indicate that the terms are
synonymous or that the term is discussed more conveniently under another entry. In
thelatter case, the termis printed in ifalicsin the main entry. Entries are in alphabetical
order using the letter-by-letter rather than the word-by-word convention.

Of the many sources of material I have consulted in the preparation of this book,
I would like to mention two that have been of particular help, namely the
Encyclopedia of Biostatistics and the Dictionary of Epidemiology.
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