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Preface

This book takes forward the work I have been doing for the last thirty years
on the syntactic typology and convergence in South Asian languages. South
Asian languages, many of which are not even well studied and documented,
belong to different genetic groups. Though they share common structural traits,
they exhibit their own unique properties, providing a great opportunity for
investigation. In this book several new phenomena that I found in South Asian
languages have been analyzed in the Principles and Parameters approach.

The fact that there is no work available that compares and contrasts the rich
variety of data of these languages in a suitable theoretical framework was a
major motivating factor to write a book of this nature. The bulk of the empirical
evidence that I gathered, and the insights gained, further encouraged me to
pursue this work.

Writing this book — which required an enormous effort in understanding the
intricacies of the data and the structure of many South Asian languages — the
issues involved, and attempting to present them collectively within the limita-
tions of space and time, entailed an enormous amount of work and organization.

The findings presented in here will be of great utility to scholars working on
individual languages, to typologists as well as to theoretical linguists interested
in the study of language universals and parametric variation.

The range of topics chosen, the number of issues discussed and the amount
of data provided to substantiate our arguments will enable the reader to gain a
comprehensive view of the intricacies of the syntax of South Asian languages.

This book will demonstrate the relevance and significance of structural typol-
ogy that derives its insights from a formal theoretical framework, and employs
it fruitfully for typological work.

This work, I hope, will provide an incentive for further research on the
syntactic typology of each language family and on individual languages of the
subcontinent.

There is a detailed discussion of a number of issues that are relevant to the
study of the syntactic typology of South Asian languages available at the URL
www.cambridge.org/subbarao.

Xi
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