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South Asian languages are rich in linguistic diversity and number. This book
explores the similarities and differences of sixty languages from the four
different language families (Austro-Asiatic, Dravidian, Indo-Aryan [Indo-
European], and Tibeto-Burman [Sino-Tibetan]). It focuses on the syntactic
typology of these languages and the high degree of syntactic convergence,
with special reference to the notion of “India as a linguistic area.” Several
areas of current theoretical interest such as anaphora, control theory, case and
agreement, relative clauses, and the significance of thematic roles in grammar
are discussed. The analysis presented has significant implications for current
theories of syntax, verbal semantics, first and second language acquisition,
structural language typology, and historical linguistics. The book will be of
interest to linguists working on the description of South Asian languages, as
well as syntacticians wishing to discover more about the common structure
of languages within this region.

kārumūri v . subbār āo is Radhakrishnan Chair Professor in Humani-
ties at the University of Hyderabad, India. He has been an elected member of
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Preface

This book takes forward the work I have been doing for the last thirty years
on the syntactic typology and convergence in South Asian languages. South
Asian languages, many of which are not even well studied and documented,
belong to different genetic groups. Though they share common structural traits,
they exhibit their own unique properties, providing a great opportunity for
investigation. In this book several new phenomena that I found in South Asian
languages have been analyzed in the Principles and Parameters approach.

The fact that there is no work available that compares and contrasts the rich
variety of data of these languages in a suitable theoretical framework was a
major motivating factor to write a book of this nature. The bulk of the empirical
evidence that I gathered, and the insights gained, further encouraged me to
pursue this work.

Writing this book – which required an enormous effort in understanding the
intricacies of the data and the structure of many South Asian languages – the
issues involved, and attempting to present them collectively within the limita-
tions of space and time, entailed an enormous amount of work and organization.

The findings presented in here will be of great utility to scholars working on
individual languages, to typologists as well as to theoretical linguists interested
in the study of language universals and parametric variation.

The range of topics chosen, the number of issues discussed and the amount
of data provided to substantiate our arguments will enable the reader to gain a
comprehensive view of the intricacies of the syntax of South Asian languages.

This book will demonstrate the relevance and significance of structural typol-
ogy that derives its insights from a formal theoretical framework, and employs
it fruitfully for typological work.

This work, I hope, will provide an incentive for further research on the
syntactic typology of each language family and on individual languages of the
subcontinent.

There is a detailed discussion of a number of issues that are relevant to the
study of the syntactic typology of South Asian languages available at the URL
www.cambridge.org/subbarao.

xi

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521861489
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86148-9 - South Asian Languages: A Syntactic Typology
Kārumūri V. Subbārāo
Frontmatter
More information

Acknowledgements

It is my great pleasure and privilege first to thank all those who have been work-
ing on grammars of individual languages which contribute to the understanding
of human language.

The late Professor P. B. Pandit encouraged me to initiate work on syntactic
typology in 1974, at a time when the field was less known. The late Professor
James (Jim) McCawley also persuaded me to write a book on the syntactic
typology of South Asian languages. Jim would have been delighted to see the
present volume. The late Professor W. F. Lehman, too, evinced a keen interest
in my work. I am grateful to Professors Pandit, Lehman and McCawley for
their encouragement. Professor A. R. Kelkar, too, has been very enthusiastic
about the work on the typology of South Asian languages.

In 2005 Professor Peri Bhaskararao of the Institute for the Languages and
Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (ILCAA),
invited me there as Visiting Professor for a year and provided me an intellectual
environment with unlimited infrastructural facilities in which to pursue my
research goals. It was at the Institute in Tokyo that the first draft of this book
was written. But for his generous help, active support and sincere commitment
towards an academic cause, the book would never have been completed. I
greatly benefited from the discussions on Telugu syntax with him. I owe a lot
to him and to his Institute, which cannot be expressed in words. I am deeply
indebted to Bhaskararao.

My greatest admiration and deep gratitude goes to Alice Davison, who has
been a friend, philosopher and guide throughout the writing of this book.
She went through all the chapters meticulously, making insightful comments,
offering helpful criticism and concrete suggestions, resulting in a balanced
approach between empirical data and the theoretical issues involved. Though
her professional commitments were too numerous, she took time off to read
the manuscript at various stages of its preparation, which I greatly appreciate
and admire. Her perseverance, commitment to promote an academic pursuit,
encouragement and intellectual contribution have enhanced the quality of this
work.

xii

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521861489
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86148-9 - South Asian Languages: A Syntactic Typology
Kārumūri V. Subbārāo
Frontmatter
More information

Acknowledgements xiii

I am grateful to Rajesh Bhatt for going through the entire manuscript very
carefully during the pre-final stages and for his constructive criticisms, his help-
ful, incisive and insightful suggestions and comments, and for raising thought-
provoking questions, which have bettered the present work. His suggestions
helped me in radically reorganizing chapters 2 and 8, which has enhanced
conceptual clarity. His unassuming style of functioning during discussions has
really impressed me. It has been fun discussing syntactic issues with Rajesh. I
am deeply indebted to him for all his help.

I am grateful to Probal Dasgupta for having patiently read the chapters and
for commenting on them in terms of data and the theoretical and empirical
issues involved. His insights into Bangla syntax in particular and syntax in
general, with solid arguments, enabled me to proceed in the right direction. I
am deeply indebted to him too.

Both Alice and Probal have been a constant source of encouragement by
repeatedly telling me that this kind of typological work has an immense value.

Thanks are due to Peter Hook, who commented on the data and content
of several chapters and helped me to think more on the issues in Indo-Aryan
languages. His insights into the functioning of these languages helped me a
great deal. His sound comments proved to be very helpful.

Colin (Nick) Masica has also been a great source of encouragement. His vast
and in-depth knowledge of the structure of Indo-Aryan and Dravidian languages
and his valuable insights have been of immense value for this book. He read
some chapters and commented on them. Whenever I needed some help, Nick
was always there with advice and suggestions. It was his monumental work on
the typology of South Asian languages and Indo-Aryan that encouraged me to
follow it up further.

I am grateful to Martin Everaert for his keen interest, support and help at
various stages of the preparation of the manuscript and also for his valuable
inputs and comments on some chapters of the book.

I am thankful to John Peterson, who provided me with his published and
unpublished work on Kharia and who went through many chapters carefully
and commented on them meticulously. I greatly benefited from his knowledge
of Kharia syntax. He was always very enthusiastic to discuss issues of Kharia
syntax, which helped me enormously.

Josef Bayer, Frans Plank, Hans H. Hock and Halldor A. Sigurdsson read
some or most of the chapters and provided helpful insights and significant
inputs to the work. I am grateful to all of them for their valuable suggestions
and support in many ways.

There are many scholars who helped me in different ways by sending rel-
evant material and answering questions on data and analysis. They include:
P. J. Mistry, Bh. Krishnamurti, Annie Montaut, Kashi Wali, Hans H. Hock,
Barbara Lust, James W. Gair, Miriam Butt, K. A. Jayaseelan, R. Amritavalli,

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521861489
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-86148-9 - South Asian Languages: A Syntactic Typology
Kārumūri V. Subbārāo
Frontmatter
More information

xiv Acknowledgements

Balthasar Bickel, Gisbert Fanselow, Yogendra Yadava, Udaya Narayana Singh,
Swapan Banerjee, Matt Shibatani, Tatiana Oranskaia, Ludmilla Khokhlova,
Boris Zakharyin, Juanita War, O. N. Koul, Prashant Pardeshi, Pritha Chandra
and Rajesh Kumar.

I’d like to express my deepest sense of appreciation and gratitude to Sri
D. V. Rama Krishna Rao, my teacher of Hindi at the undergraduate level, who
selflessly worked for the welfare of all his students.

I’d like to thank my teachers Professors Rama Nath Sahai, M. L. Uptreiti,
Braj B. Kachru, “Yamuna ji” (Yamuna Kachru), Herbert Stalke, Jerry Morgan,
Charles Kisseberth and Mike Geis, who have had a tremendous intellectual
impact on my academic career. It was Yamuna ji who taught me the intricacies
of Hindi syntax at the graduate school, which provided a solid base for my
research on Hindi syntax in particular and language in general. I owe a great
academic debt to “Yamuna ji.”

Shukla Basu deserves special mention. Not only did she provide the Bangla
data enthusiastically, she also put in an enormous amount of hard work with
patience and care, going through all the chapters painstakingly making editorial
corrections. My discussions on Bangla syntax with her have been very fruitful
and I benefited a great deal from such discussions. I am deeply indebted to her.

Unless otherwise mentioned, the entire Bangla data in this work were pro-
vided by Shukla Basu, the Manipuri data by Sarju Devi, the Khasi data by
Grace Temsen and the Tenyidie data by Mimi Kevichüsa. I’m grateful to them
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